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November 7, 2018 
 
 
 
 
DR. BRENT VIDRINE, SUPERINTENDENT  
AND MEMBERS OF THE MONROE CITY SCHOOL BOARD 
Monroe, Louisiana 

 
We are providing this report for your information and use.  This investigative audit was 

performed in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513, et seq. to determine the 
validity of complaints we received. 
 

The procedures we performed primarily consisted of making inquiries and examining 
selected financial records and other documents and were not an examination or review in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing or attestation standards.  Consequently, we provide 
no opinion, attestation, or other form of assurance with respect to the information upon which 
our work was based.   
 

The accompanying report presents our finding and recommendations as well as 
management’s response.  This is a public report.  Copies of this report have been delivered to the 
District Attorney for the Fourth Judicial District of Louisiana and others, as required by law. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Daryl G. Purpera, CPA, CFE 
Legislative Auditor 

 
DGP/aa 
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BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY 
 

 
 

Louisiana school boards are authorized by Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 17:81(C) to 
establish policies and regulations for their own government consistent with law and the 
regulations of the Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The Monroe City 
School Board (MCSB) is operated under the authority of the City of Monroe Charter of 1900, as 
amended by the Mayor-Council Home Rule Charter for the City of Monroe, adopted in August 
1979.  MCSB is comprised of seven members who are elected for terms of four years.  The 
School Board operates 20 schools and two support facilities with a total enrollment of about 
8,400 students.   
 

The MCSB Chief Financial Officer discovered some discrepancies in the cash amounts 
collected and deposited to the Student Activity Fund at Carroll High School.  The School Board 
passed a resolution requesting the Legislative Auditor’s Office to investigate the student activity 
fund at Carroll High School. 
 

We acknowledge the assistance provided to this investigation by Superintendent Dr. Brent 
Vidrine and his staff.  The procedures performed during this investigative audit consisted of: 
 

(1) interviewing employees and officials of the School Board and Carroll High 
School; 

(2) interviewing other persons, as appropriate; 

(3) examining selected documents and records of the schools; 

(4) making inquiries and performing tests to the extent we considered necessary to 
achieve our purpose; and 

(5) reviewing applicable state laws. 
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 FINDING AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
 

Missing Student Activity Funds 
 
Carroll High School (CHS) records show $43,799 in cash was collected but not 

deposited into CHS’ bank account from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2017.  Former CHS 
bookkeeper Marilyn Wimbish receipted the cash and posted the transactions to CHS’ 
accounting records.  However, CHS’ bank account records do not reflect deposit of the 
$43,799 of cash.  Ms. Wimbish told us she was responsible for the cash but did not take the 
missing funds.  Since Ms. Wimbish had custody of the missing cash and was unable to 
explain its whereabouts, she may have violated state law.1  

 
CHS has student clubs and sports teams – such as football, basketball, ROTC, band, and 

cheerleading – that raise money and/or charge fees to club or team members to pay related 
expenses.  These funds are collected by a faculty sponsor and provided to the CHS bookkeeper 
for deposit to the school’s bank account.  Ms. Marilyn Wimbish was CHS’ only bookkeeper 
from 2009 to June 2017.  One of her bookkeeper responsibilities was to receive collections from 
faculty sponsors, record the revenue in the accounting records, and prepare a deposit ticket for 
deposit into the school’s bank account.   

 
Monroe City School Board (MCSB) policy requires school bookkeepers to give an 

accurate receipt created by the accounting system upon acceptance of any money.  Each 
bookkeeper uses accounting software to record the receipt and use of all funds collected for each 
student club or sports team.  The accounting software allows the bookkeeper to enter the amount 
of revenue received, whether cash or check, and to specify which student club or sports team 
received the revenue.  The software also creates a receipt and a deposit record that lists the exact 
amount received in coins, bills, and checks.   

 
According to six faculty sponsors, Ms. Wimbish typically did not provide receipts to club 

or team sponsors when they gave Ms. Wimbish cash and checks; however, Ms. Wimbish usually 
provided them with a receipt at a later date.  School Board policy requires the bookkeeper to 
issue an original receipt to the individual turning in cash and checks; however, the policy does 
not require a receipt to be provided contemporaneously with the bookkeeper’s acceptance of the 
money.  Ms. Wimbish also told us that she or the school’s principal usually took the deposits to 
the bank, but in August 2016 CHS hired a new principal who began making most of the deposits.   

 
We reviewed the cash and checks reported collected in the accounting system and 

compared them to the bank deposit records for the period July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2017.  CHS 
bank records show that 533 deposits were credited to CHS’ bank account; however, CHS 
accounting records reflect only 503 deposits.  The total amount deposited to CHS’ bank account 
matches the total amount posted to the accounting records, but 176 bank deposits (33%) 
consisted of a different cash amount than the accounting records show as collected.  CHS’ bank 
records indicate that checks written to CHS were deposited instead of cash collected to allow the 
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accounting revenue collected to match the bank deposits.  Our reconciliation showed the 
discrepancy between the cash collected and the cash deposited was $43,799. 

 
Most of the checks that replaced the cash were payable to CHS but were not posted to 

CHS’ accounting records.  A comparison of cash and checks collected and deposited by fiscal 
year is depicted in the table below. 

 
Carroll High School 

 Accounting Records –  
Deposit Details 

 Bank Records –  
Deposit Details 

 

Fiscal 
Year 

Checks Cash Total  Checks Cash Totals 
Cash 

Difference 
2016-
2017 $125,940 $212,170 $338,110 $147,566 $190,544 $338,110 $21,626
2015-
2016 115,205 211,216 326,421 128,735 197,686 326,421 13,530
2014-
2015 124,647 141,784 266,431 133,290 133,141 266,431 8,643

Totals $365,792 $565,170 $930,962 $409,591 $521,371 $930,962 $43,799
 
Ms. Wimbish told us that she did not use the school’s cash to cash checks for employees 

or anyone else.  She further stated that, on occasion, she did not receipt the money she received 
until after the deposit was made and may have made a mistake by entering a check as cash.   
Ms. Wimbish also denied taking any cash from CHS. 

 
We obtained Ms. Wimbish’s personal bank statements for the same period as the deposit 

records and found $103,726A of cash deposits.  Ms. Wimbish told us the cash deposits were due 
to other jobs she worked, her husband’s retirement check, and her gambling winnings.   

 
Attachment A to this report shows two of the 176 deposits where cash reported as 

collected in the accounting records was different than the cash deposited to the school’s bank 
account.  The first deposit is #1300, dated May 11, 2017 in the accounting system and May 22, 
2017 in the bank records.  State law2 requires daily deposits when practicable; however, this 
deposit was made 11 days after the receipt was issued.  The accounting records show  
Ms. Wimbish received $2,234.79, consisting of three checks totaling $275 and $1,959.79 in cash.  
The bank records show a deposit for the same amount, $2,234.79, but its composition is nine 
checks totaling $1,946 and $288.79 in cash.  

 
The second deposit is #1208, dated November 30, 2016 in the accounting system and 

bank statement.  The accounting records show that Ms. Wimbish received $1,500 in cash.  The 
bank deposit also totals $1,500, but includes three checks totaling $1,500 that were deposited 
instead of the $1,500 of cash that was receipted in the accounting system.  The bank deposit also 
shows that “Start-up” was handwritten on the bank deposit slip in the area of the deposit slip 
used to list checks and that three checks were deposited.  The accounting records also indicate 

                                                 
A The cash deposited into Ms. Wimbish’s personal bank account is in excess of her payroll checks and checks she 
received from her husband.   
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the source of the deposit was “Start-up Football,” and that cash was received.  The CHS band 
director told us that one of the checks for $1,000 was received for a CHS band performance at a 
rodeo.  The other two checks deposited were from Walmart.  The CHS principal and bookkeeper 
told us the two checks from Walmart were general donations.   

 
In June 2017, Ms. Wimbish retired from her position at the Monroe City School Board.  

Since the accounting and bank records show Ms. Wimbish collected cash but did not deposit the 
cash, she may have violated state law.1   

 
 

Recommendations 
 

We recommend the School Board consult with its legal counsel to determine the 
appropriate actions to take, including recovery of the missing funds.  In addition, the School 
Board should update its policy to require (1) daily deposits and (2) receipts be issued at the time 
funds are turned over to the bookkeeper. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

 
Example #1 

 
Carroll High School Bank statement for May 31, 2017.  The statement shows a $2,234.79 
deposit made on May 22. 
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Nine checks totaling $1,946.00 
shown on the deposit made on 
5/22/17. See A through I 

A 

B 

C 
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D 

E 

F 

G 

H 
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Cash Deposit is $288.79. 
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Carroll High School accounting system deposit slip for deposit $2,234.79.  Three checks 
totaling $275 and cash deposit $1,959.79.  See remaining pages for deposit detail.   
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Example #2 
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LEGAL PROVISIONS 
 

 
1 Louisiana Revised Statute (La. R.S.) 14:67(A) provides, in part, “Theft is the misappropriation or taking of 
anything of value which belongs to another, either without the consent of the other to the misappropriation or taking, 
or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations. An intent to deprive the other permanently of 
whatever may be the subject of the misappropriation or taking is essential.” 
 
La. R.S. 14:134(A) provides, in part, “Malfeasance in office is committed when any public officer or public 
employee shall: (1) Intentionally refuse or fail to perform any duty lawfully required of him, as such officer or 
employee; or (2) Intentionally perform any such duty in an unlawful manner; or (3) Knowingly permit any other 
public officer or public employee, under his authority, to intentionally refuse or fail to perform any duty lawfully 
required of him, or to perform any such duty in an unlawful manner.” 
 
La. R.S. 42:1461(A) provides that, “Officials, whether elected or appointed and whether compensated or not, and 
employees of any ‘public entity,’ which, for purposes of this Section shall mean and include any department, 
division, office, board, agency, commission, or other organizational unit of any of the three branches of state 
government or of any parish, municipality, school board or district, court of limited jurisdiction, or other political 
subdivision or district, or the office of any sheriff, district attorney, coroner, or clerk of court, by the act of accepting 
such office or employment assume a personal obligation not to misappropriate, misapply, convert, misuse, or 
otherwise wrongfully take any funds, property, or other thing of value belonging to or under the custody or control 
of the public entity in which they hold office or are employed.” 
 
2 La. R.S. 39:1212 provides, in part, “…all funds of local depositing authorities shall be deposited daily whenever 
practicable…” 
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