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RICH ARD B. GARREIT  
Certified Public Accountant 
1537 Frenchman's Bend Road 
M onroe, Louisiana 71203 

Independent Auditor's Report 
on the Financial Statem ents 

H ONORABLE GARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH TAX CO LLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Lo uisiana 

I have audited the accompanying statement of assets an d liabilities arising fi'om cash tran sactions of the 
Tax Collector Agency Fund of the  W est Carroll Par ish Sheriff as of June 30, 2001, an d the related 
statement of co llcc tions, distr~utions, an d unsettled  balances for the year ended June 30, 2001, as  
listed  in the table of conten ts. These financial statements are the  responsibility of management of the 
W est Carroll Par ish Sheriff. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these  finanehl stateme nts 
based on my audit. 

I en ndueted my audit in accordan ce with auditing stan dards mad the stan dards generally accepted in 
the United States of America applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Co mptroller General ofthe United  States. Th ose standards require that I plan 
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about whe ther the financial stateme nts are free 
of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence  supporting the  
am ounts and disclosures in the flua neial stateme nts. An audit also includes assessing the acc ounting 
principles used and signitiean t estimates made by nmnagement, as  well as  evaluating the overall 
finan cial stateme nt presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

As described in note 1 to the financial statements, the W est Carroll Parish Shefiff is the  ex-offiein tax 
co llector for the various taxing bo dies wi thin W est Carroll Parish, an d the accompanying financial 
statements prese nt information only on his activities as  parish lax collector. Furthermore, the 
accompan ying financial statements have been prepared on a basis of cash rece ipts an d cash 
disburseme nts, wlfieh is a co mprehensive basis of acco unting other than generally accepted  accounting 
principles. 



HONORABLE GARY K . BENNE'Iq' 
W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH  TAX CO LLEC I'O R 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
Audit Report, As of June 30, 2001, and 
for the Year Ended June 30, 2001 

In my opinion, the fmaneial statements referred to previously present fairly, in all material respects, the 
assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the W est 
Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 2001, and the collections, distributions, an d unsealed balance s of 
the Tax Co llec tor Agency Fund for the year ended Jun e 30, 2001, on the basis of accoun ting described 
in note 1. 

In acco rdance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued  my repo rt dated  September 14, 
2001, on my cons ideration of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff's internal co ntrol over financial reporting 
an d my tests of his co mpliance with certain provisions  of laws an d regulations. That repo rt is an  
integral part of an  audit performed in aec ordanee wi th Government Auditing Standards and should be 
read in conjunction with this repo rt in co nsidering the results of my audit. 

M onroe, Louisian a 
Septembe r 14, 2001 

RICH ARD B. GARRETT 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

Statem ent of Assets and Liabilities 
Arising from Cash Transactions 
June 30, 2001 

ASSETS 
Cash 

LIABILITIES 
Due to taxing bodies and others 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

Statem ent A 

$614,446 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak G rove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AG ENCY FUND 

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions, 
and Unsettled Balances 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2001 

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JULY t, 2000 

CO LLECTIO NS 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing (note 4) 
Parish licenses 
Fines and forfeitures 
Bond refunds 
Interest on: 
Dem and deposits 
Delinquent taxes 
Protest taxes 
Costs, notices, etc. 
Restitutions 
Refunds 
Total collections 

Total 

DISTRIBUTIONS 
Current: 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry 
Louisiana Departm ent of Public Safety 
Louisiana Comm ission on Law Enforcement 
and Administration of Criminal Justice 
Louisiana Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana State Treasury Departm ent 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 
Tensas Basin Levee District 

(Continued) 

The accompanying notes are an Integral part of this statement. 

Statem ent B 

$209,392 

2,208,030 
266,905 
41,593 
210,496 
1,220 

6,031 
862 

21885 
3,464 
39,985 

740 

, 
2 801 211 

3,010.603 

1,597 
2,634 

6,674 
15 

3,359 
1,489 
28,515 



W EST CARRO LL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak G rove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
Statem ent of Collections, Distributions, 
and Unsettled Balances 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2001 

DISTRIBUTIONS (CONT'D) 
Current: 
w est Carroll Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Assessor 
Clerk of Court 
Library 
Fifth Judicial District: 
District Attorney 
Indigent Defender Board 
Expense Fund 
Hot Check Fund 
Northwest Louisiana Crim inalistics Laboratory 
Pension Funds 
M unicipalities: 
Town of Oak Grove 
Village of Epps 
Restitutions 
Refunds 
Total distributions 

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30, 200t, 
DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

(Concluded) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

Sta tem ent B 

$678,893 
804,601 
366,356 
148,524 
6,163 

139,087 

26,061 
22,741 
4,018 
26,036 
7,494 
67,377 

7,961 
50 

42.831 
31691 

2,396,157 

$614,446 



INTRODUCTION 

W EST CARRO LL PARISH SH ERIFF 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of Jun e 30, 2001, and for the 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

As  provided  by Article V, Sec tion 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-offieio 
tax collec tor of the parish and is respo nsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem  property taxes, 
parish occ upational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, an d frees and forfeitures imposed by the 
district co urt. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accounts of the parish tax collec tor are established to reflec t the  collec tions  imposed by 
law, distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxing rec ipient 
bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash 
basis of aec ounting, with collections recognized whe n received  and distributions  reflec ted  when 
paid. As such, the accompanying financial statements do not retleet the receivables and 
payables associated with tax colla tion activities. 

B. REPORTING ENTITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(I4)(1)(b) requires that the acoounts of each parish tax 
collector be audited  annually. Acc ordingly, the accompanying fmnn cial statements reflect 
the finan cial activity of the sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-oflieio parish tax 
co llec tor. Amounts included in these financial statements are also included in the sheriffs 
annual general purpose financial statem ents. 

C. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections in interest he aring accounts wi th 
a bank dom iciled in the par ish where the funds are collected. Furthermore, the sheriff may 
invest these deposits in certificates of deposits or other investments permitted by law. 



W EST CARRO LL PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUN D 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2. CASH 

At June 30, 2001, the sheriff has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $614.446, as 
follows: 

Interest hearing deman d deposits 
Time ce rtificates of deposit 

Total 

$1,801 
612,64~ 

these deposits are stated at cost, which approxinmtes market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank hahnees) must be secured by federal deposit insmm~,e or the pledge of securities owned 
by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pled ged  securities plus the fed eral depo sit insuran ce  
must at all times eq ual the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in 
the name of the pled ging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to 
both parties. At June 30, 2001, the sheriffhas $636,844 in deposits (collected bank balances). These 
depo sits are secured  from risk by $120,753 of fed eral deposit insuran ce an d $516,091 of pledged  
securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the ftseal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pled ged securities are considered un ce llateralized  (Ca tegory 3) un der the provisions 
of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory  requireme nt on the 
custodial bank to advertise mxt sell the pled ged  securities within 10 days of being notified  by the sheriff 
tha t the fiscal ag ent has failed to pay deposited  funds upon denmrk4. 

3. AD VALO REM  TAXES 

All taxable property in Louisiana is required  by law to be assessed annually at a percentage of its 
fair market value by the par ish assessor, exce pt for publie utility property, which is assessed by the 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission. 

The 1974 Louisian a Constitution provides that land and residential property are to be assessed at 
10%  of fair market value; however, agricultural, horticultural, marsh lan ds, timber lan ds and 
ce rtain historic building are to be assessed  at 15%  of fair market value. Fair market values ar e 

determined by the elected assessor of the parish and are subject to review and final certification by 
the Louisiana Tax Commission. The assessor is req uired to reappraise all property every four 
years. 



W EST CARRO LL PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUN D 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

The W est Carroll Parish Sheriff, as provided by State law, is the official tax collector of property 
taxes levied by the various tax ing bodies in the parish. State law requires the Sheriff to collect 
property taxes in the calendar year in which the assessment is made. Property taxes become 
delinquent January I of the following year. If taxes are not paid by the due date, tax es bear 
interest at the rate of 1.25%  per m onth until the taxes are paid. After notlee is given to the 
delinquent taxpayer, the Sheriff is req uired by the Co nstitution of the State of Louisian a to sell the 
least quantity of property necessary to settle the tax es and interest owed. 

The var ious taxing bodies of the parish levied the following rnillages for the 2000 tax roll 

Taxing Body 
Law Enforcem ent D istrict 
Assessment District 
Police  Jury: 
Parish W ide 
Health Unit 
Road and Bridge 
Parish W ide Drainage 
Library 
School Board: 
Co nstitutional 
M aintenance 
Parish W ide M aintenance  
W ard 1 M aintenan ce 
Forestry Fee (per acre) 
Louisian a Tax  Conun lssion Assessment Fee 
Louisiana Tax Commission Assessment Fee 
Levee  District 

3_0 

M illage 
10.02 
4.49 

5.15 
2,00 
9.35 
1.58 
4.36 

6,34 
5,84 
11.58 
5.00 

.08 

.10 

.15 
2.92 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUN D 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Concluded) 

4. STATE REVENUE SHARI NG FUNDS 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 36 of 2000 were distributed as follows: 

Tensas Basin Levee District 
W est Carroll Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff - commission 
Library 
Assessor 
Pension funds 

Total 

5. TAXES PAID UNDER PRO TEST 

$1,640 

71,244 
102,589 
44,131 
18,826 
19,387 
9,088 

The unsettled balance s due to taxing bodies and others at June 30, 2001, as reflected on 
Statement A, include $566,597 of tax es paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on the 
investment of these funds, totaling $46,048. These funds are being held pending reso lution of the 
protest. 

3_1 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SH ERIFF 
(As Ex-Offi eio Parish Tax Collector) 

O ak G rove, Louisiana 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedule 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2001 

In accordance with the requirements of the Louisiana GovernmentalAudit Guide, a schedule of 
corrective action taken on prior audit findings and recommendations and the Louisiana 
Compliance Questionnaire have been included, 

12 



W EST CA RR O LL PA RISH  SH ERIFF 

(As Ex-Offielo Parish Tax Collector) 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Schedule I 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedule 
Corrective Acton Taken on Prior Audit Findings and Recom m endations 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2001 

In the prior audit report for the year ended June 30, 2000, there were no instances of 
noncompliance that were required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards nor were 
there any matters involving the internal co ntrol over finan cial reporting and its operation that were 
co nsidered  to be  material weaknesses. 

13 



OTHER REPORT RE QUIRED BY 

GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

The following pages contain a report on co rnplimaee with laws and regulations an d on internal co ntrol 
required by Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United  States. 
The repo rt on co mpliance  and internal co ntrol is based solely on the audit of the financial statements 
and includes, where applicable, any co mp liance matters that would be ma terial to the presented  
financial statements an d where appropriate, an y reportable internal co ntrol co nditions and/or material 
weaknesses. 



 

RICH ARD B. GARRETT 
Certified Public Accountant 
1537 Frenchm an's Bend Road 
M onroe, Louisiana 71203 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPO RT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON 
INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINAN CIAL REPORTING BASED 
ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED 

IN ACCORD NACE W ITH GOVERNM EN TAUDITING STANDARDS 

HONORABLE GARY K. BENNETI' 
W EST CARRO LL PARISH SHERIFF AND 
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

I have audited the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions 
of the Tax Collec tor Agency Fund of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 2001, an d the 
related statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled  balances for the year ended June 30, 
2001, an d have issued my report thereon dated September 14, 2001. I co nducted my audit in 
acc ordance with auditing stan dards generally accepted  in the United  States of America an d the 
stmldards applicable to finan cial audits co ntained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United  States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtainhag reasonable assuran ce about whether the statement of assets and liabilities 
w ising from cash transactions of the Tax Collec tor Agency Fun d of the W est Carroll Parish 
Sheriff as of June 30, 2001, and the related  statement of collections, distributions, an d unsettled 
balances for the year ended  June 30, 2001, are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of 
its eomplianco  with ce rtain provisions of laws an d regulations, noncompliance with which co uld 
have a direct an d material effect on the determination of fin ancial statement amounts. However, 
providing an opinion on compliance wi th those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, 
aceordingly, I do not express such an  opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of 
nonco mpllanee that ar e required to be  reported un der Government Auditing Standards. 

EH HIBIT A 



H O NORABLE G ARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARR O LL PARISH SH ERI FF AND 
EX-O FFIC IO  PA RI SH  TAX CO LLECTO R  

Compliance and Internal Control Report 
September 14, 2001 
Page 2 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered the W est Carroll Par ish Sheriff's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing my opinion on the statement of assets and liabilities arising from cas h tran saetions of 
the Tax Collector Ageney Fund of the W est Carroll Par ish Sheriff as of June 30, 2001, an d the 
related statement of co llec tions, distributions, an d unsettled  balan ce s for the year ended June 30, 
2001, an d not to provide as suran ce  on the interna l co ntrol over financial reporting. M y 
co nsideration of the internal co ntro l over finaneial reporting would not nec essarily disclose all 
matters in the internal co ntrol over finan cial reporting that might be ma terial weaknesses. A 
ma terial weakness is a co ndition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal 
co ntro l co mponents does not reduce  to a relatively low level the risk that mi sstatements in 
amounts that would be  ma terial in relation to the statement of as sets an d liabilities ar ising from 
cash transaetions  of the Tax Co llec tor Ageney Fund of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 
30, 200I, and the related statement ofco ltec tions, distributions, and unsettled balan ce s for the 
year ended June 30, 2001, be ing audited  may occur and not be  deteeted within a timely period by 
employees in the norm al co urse of performing their as signed  functions. I noted no ma tters 
involving the internal control over financial reporting an d its operation that I co ns ider to be  
material weaknesse s. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the sheriff and management of his 
office an d is not intended  to be  an d should not be used  by an yone other than these spec ified 
parties. By provisions  of state law, this report is a public document, and it has been distributed to 
appropriate public officials. 

M onroe, La. 
September 14, 2001 

EXH IBIT A 

RI CH ARD B. G ARRETT 


