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Independent Auditor's Report 

TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

S1. Joseph, Ixm isiana 

l have audiled tile general puq)ose financial statem ents of the Tensas Parish Clerk 
of Com't, as of Jmle 30, 1996, and for of the year then endexl, as listexl in the table 
of conlenls. These general puq)ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the 
Tensas Parish Clerk of Court's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express all 
opinion1 on these general puq~ose govennnent financial statem ents based on m y 

] comhlcltxl m y audil in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing StatJdards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U nited 
Stales. Those slandmzts rexluire that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable asstm mce about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are fre/e 
',)t" ]llale, rial inisstatem ent. A n audit includes exalnining, Oll a tesl basis, evidence 
SUl)poJling lhc am omlts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem enls. 

A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates m ade by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial slatem e111 
presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

M y audit was m ade for the puq~ose of forming an opinion on the general puq)ose 
financial slatem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental information schextules 
lislczl in tile lable of contents al~e presented for the puq)ose of additional analysis and 
are not a required parl of the general purpose financial statem ents of the Tensas 

Parish Clerk of Court. Such information has been subjectext to the auditing 
procedures applied in tile audil of the general puq)ose financial stalem ents and, in 
m y opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in relation to tile general 
im q~osc financial statem ents taken as a w hole. 
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TEN SA S PA RISH CLERK OF C()U RT 

SI. Joseph, Louisiana 
Indel)endent A uditor's Reporl, 
June 3(I, 1996 

Ill accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued reports dated July 19, 1996, 
on lhe Tensas Parish Clerk of Coull's com pliance with law s, regulaiions, and contracts, and m y 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
July 19, 1996 

y's internal control structure 
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(;ENEI(AL PUR PO SE FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
(OVERVIEW ) 
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TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

ALL FUN D TYPES AN D A CCOU NT GROUPS 

Com binexl Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 

ASSETS AND OTIIER I)EI~I'rS 
Cash 
Receivables 
Office fiwnishings and equipment 

TO TAl. ASSETS AN D O TH ER D EBITS 

L1ABII,ITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Ilnsetlled deposits due IG others 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
hw estm enl in general fixed assets 

Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated 
Tolal Fund Equily 

Statem ent A 

ACCOUNT 
FII)UCIARY GROUP 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL TOTAL 
FUND TYPE - AGENCY FIXED (M EMORANDUM 

GENERAL FUND FUNDS ASSETS ONLY) 

$2,000 $50,056 
1.151 

$98,583 

$52,056 
1,151 

98.583 

$50.056 
NONE 50.056 NONE 

$3,151 
3.151 

$98,583 

$50,056 
50.056 

98,583 
3.151 

NONE 98,583 101.734 

TOTAl. IAAI~ILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $3,151 $50,056 $98,583 $151,790 

The accom panying notes are an integral parl of this statem ent 
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TENSAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

GO V ERNM ENTA L FU N D TYPE - G EN ERAL FUN D 

Slatenlent of Revenues, Expendittu'es, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Jtme 30, 1996 

RFVI,'NUI,;S 
hllel'govel'lnllen|a] Rt~vcntle - state gl'anl - 

appropriation from Clerk's Supplemental Fund 

Licenses and per'm ils - m arriage licenses 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services: 
Cottt'l costs, D/as, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for cmlified copies of docutnents 

U se of tnoney and properly - interest eat'nings 
M iscellaneous 

Tolal revenues 

EX PENI)ITUR ES 

General goverumant - judicial: 
Current: 
Personal services and related bet]efils 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS (l)eficiency) OF REVENUES 
O VER EXPENI)ITUR ES 

FUND BAI,AN CE AT BEG INN IN G O F TH E YEAR 

I~TN I) BALAN CE A T END O F TH E YEAR 

The accom panying hOleS are an inlegral part of this stalem enl 

Slalem enl B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLEI 

$9,927 $9,927 
475 487 ($12) 

58,450 
41,000 
19,000 
2,300 
15,000 
146,152 

125,479 
13,500 

850 
6,821 

146.650 

(498) 

785 

59,034 
41,258 
19,830 
2,481 
15,074 
148,091 

124,836 
13,255 

818 
6,816 

145.725 

2,366 

785 

(584) 
(25~) 
(830) 
(181) 
(74) 

(1,939) 

643 
245 
32 
5 

(2,864) 

$287 $3,151 ($2,864) I  __  I  



TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
St. Josel)h, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For tile Year Ended June 30, 1996 

SI~4M ARY O F SIGNIH CANT ACCO UN TING POLICIES 

A s provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Lonisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court 
serves as file ex-ofl]cio notary pul)lic, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts

, and shall 
have other dulies and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years. 

A . REI)O R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the governing authority of tile parish, for reporting puq)oses, the Tensas Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Tensas Parish. The financial reporting 

entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which 
the primary govennnent is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which 
the nature and significance of lheir relationship w ith the prim ary govern m ent are such 
that exclusion would canse the repolling entity's financial statem enls to be m isleading or 
incom l)lctc. 

Govemmenlal Accounting Slandards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which general puq)oses should be considered part of the Tensas 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting pnrposes. The basic criterion for including a 
po|ential genera l puq)ose wilhin lhe rel)orting entity is financial responsibility. The GASB 
has sel forlh criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This 
crilcria includes: 

2 

Appointing a voling majority of an organization's govern ing body, and 

Tile ability of the police jury to impose its will on thai 
organization and/or 

The potential for tile organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial bnrdens oll the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority 
but are fiscally dependent oil tile police jury. 
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TEN SA S PA RISH CLERK O F CO U RT 

SI. Joseph, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued ) 

Organizations for which tile reporting entity financial statem ents would be 
m isleading if data of the organization is nol included because of the nature 

or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains aed operates the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk of courl's office is located and provides fimds for eqnipm ent and furnilnre of the 
clerk of coutl's office, the clerk of court was determ ined to be a com pnent unit of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents prcscnt in|bnnation only on the fim ds m aintained by the clerk of courl and do 

not presenl information on lhe police jury, the general government services provided by 
lhat govermnental unit, or the olher govern m ental onits that com prise the financial 

reporling entity. 

FUN I) A CCO UN TIN G 

The clerk of conrl uses fimds and account groups to reporl on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
com pliance aed  to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 
governm ent functions o1" activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expenditures. A n account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 

accomllabilily for cerlain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term 
obligations) that are nol recordexl in the "funds" becaose they do not directly affec t net 
expendable available financial resources. They are concern ed only with the m easurem ent 
of financial position, not w ith the m easnrem ent of results of operations. 

Funds are classified into three categories; govern m ental, proprietary, and 
fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fire d types". Govern m ental 
funds are used to accotmt for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of 
allention is on the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fim ds 
where the focus of attention is on rec overing the cost of providing services to the public 
or other agencies through serv ice, charges or user fees. Fiduciary fi,nds are used to 
account for assets held for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use 
of only governm ental and fiduciary fim ds. The governm ental and fiduciary fired types 
used  by the clerk are described as follow s: 
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TEN SA S PARISH CLERK OF CO U RT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

Notes 1o tile Financial Slalements (Continued) 

The Gclleral Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, ix the principal fire d of the clerk of court and is used to aec ounl 
for the opeJalions of the clerk' s office. The various fees and charges due 
to Ihe clerk's office are accounted for in this fired. General operating 
expenditures are paid fiom this fnnd. 

Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency fim ds are used 
to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency fimds are 

custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
illeastlrglngn[ of restllls of operations. 

C . lqXEI) A SSETS AND LO N G -TERNI D EBT 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in the fired used to acquire or construct 

lhem . lnslead, capi(al acquisitions are reflected  as e~penditures (capital outlay) in the 
govem menlal ftmds and file relaled  assets are reported in the general fixed assets account 

group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general 
fixed assets account groul). Al~proxim ately 100 per cent of fixed  assets are valued at 
eslim aled value based oa~ lhe aclual costs of like item s. N o depreciation has been 
provided on general fixed  assets. There is no outstanding lon& tenn debl at June 30

, 

1996. 

1). BASIS O F ACCO UN TIN G 

The financial repo~aing treatnre nt appliexl to a fire d is delerm ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 

resoiil'CeS ineasnrcnlent foclts. W ith this nleasurenlent focus, only ctlrrent assets and 
ctlrrenl liabilities generally are included on lhe balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 
these fmlds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified  accrttal basis of aec otm ling is used for reporting all govem m enta 
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TEN SA S PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

Noles Io Ihe Fblancial Statements (Continued) 

and fiduciary fired types. U nder the m odified accnml basis of accounting, revenues are 

recogllized whe~l susceptible to accnml (i.e., when they bec ome both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaclion can be determined and 
"awfilable" m eans collectible w ilhin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the following 
practices in recognizing and reporling revenues and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and 
other fees, charges, and com m issions for services are recorded in the year 
in w hich lhey are earned. 

Interest income on tilne deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits 
have m atured and the incom e is available. 

Suhstanlially all other revenues are recognized w hen receivext by 
the clerk of couJ't. 

Based on the above criteria, recordings, court attendance, crim inal costs, 
and other fees, charges, and com m issions for services are treated as susceplible 
1(t accrual. 

Ex pen dit u res 

Expenditures arc generally recognizexl under the m odifiexl accnml 
basis of accounting when the related fired liability is incurred. 

IgUI)(;ET PR ACTICES 

A i)roposexI hudget is published in the official journal at least ten days prior to a 
public hearing. The public hearing is held at the clerk's office during the m onth of June 
for com m ents flom taxpayers. The proposed budget is then legally adopted by the clerk 
and am ended during the year, as necessary. Budgets are established and controlled by 

the clerk at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must 
be reapproprialed for the following year Io be expended. 
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TENSAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. Joseph, Ixm isiana 

Notes to tile Financial Slaicnlenls (Continued ) 

Formal budgetary integration is employed as a m anagem ent control device during 
tile yea r. Budgeted  am omlls included in the accom panying financial statem ents include 
the original adopted  budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

F. CASIt 

U nder stale law , tile clerk of court m ay deposit fimds in dem and deposits, interest 
bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounls, or tim e deposits w ith state banks 
organizt~l under Lxmisiaua law and national banks having principal offi ces in Louisiana. 

At June 30, 1996, [he clerk of court has cash (book balances) totaling $52,056. 

These deposits are slated  at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder slate law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, nm st be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. Tile m arket value 
of lhe pled ged securities plus the federal deposit insurance nm sl at all tim es equal the 
am ount on dcposil w ith the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in tile nam e of 
Ihe pled ging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable 
to both panlies. 

A1 June 30, 1996, the clerk of COlUl has cash (bank balances) totaling $95,071. 
A ll cash are deposilcd in interest l~ aring accounts which are frilly se_x3ured by federal 

deposit insurance. 

G . VA CATIO N ANI) SICK LEAVE 

All cm p|oyee s of the clerk of court's office earn two weeks of non-cum ulative 
vacalion Ica vc ca ch year. Sick leave is granted on a case-by case basis, at the discretion 
of the clerk. 

II. TO TAL CO LI~VIN  O N 3'H E BALAN CE SH EET 

Tile total cohllllll oil tile balance sheet is captioned "M em orandtml Only" to indicate 

that il is presented only 1o facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this cohnnn 
does not present financial position in conformity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations 
have nol been m ade in tile aggregation of lhis data. 



TENSAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Slalements (Continued) 

2. R ECII~IVA1H.ES 

The General Fund rec eivables o1" $1,151 at June 30, 1996, are as follows 

Fees, charges, and com m issions for service 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of docum ents 

Total 

CItAN G ES IN G ENER AL FIXED ASSETS 

A snn'tm ary of changes in office fnrnishiugs and equipm ent follow s 

Balance, July 1, 1995 
A dditions 
Delet iotas 

Balance, June 30, 1996 

PEN SIO N PI,AN 

$108 
553 
489 

$1,151 

$100,696 
N O N E 
2,113

. 

$98,583 

Snbslantially all em ployees of the Tensas Parish Clerk of Cot,rt are m enlbers of the Louisiarm 

Clerks of Cotna Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer definexl benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular employee s who are under the age of 60 al the time of original employm ent are requirexl 
to participate in Ihe Syslom . Em ployee s who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitlc~l to a relirem enl benet+it, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary tbr ea ch year of credited service, not to excee d 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joinexl months that 
produce the highest average. Enlployees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ithdraw lheir em ployee contril+,utions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to 
their dale of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established 

or am ended by slate slaltlle. 
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TEN SA S PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
S1. Joseph, D.)uisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Tile System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 

and requirc~l supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtainext by writing to the 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suile B I, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan m em hers are required  by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered 
salary and tire Tcnsas Parish Clerk of Coull is required to contribute at an acluarially determined  rate. 
The current nxle is 11.5 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 

fom'lh of one percenl (one-half of one percenl for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
tile lax rolls of each parish. The contribution r~ luirem ents of plan m em bers and the Tensas Parish Clerk 
of Court are establishexl and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 

11:103, Ihe employer coulributions are determinext by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
year basezl on the resulls of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Tensas Parish Clerk of Court's 

contribulions Io lhe System for tile years ending June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $13,310, $12,320, 
and $11,919, respectively, equal to tile requirexl contributions for each year. 

CIlAN G ES IN AG EN CY FUN D BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fire d balances due to others follow s 

Balance, July 1, 1995 
A dditions 
Reduclions 

Balance June 30, 1996 

6. LITI(;ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

Advance 
D eposit 
Fund 

$44,004 
106,571 
57,388 

$93,187 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund 

$869 
873 

N ON E 

$1,742 

Total 

$44,873 
107,444 
57,388 

$94,929 

Tile Tensas Parish Clerk of Courl is not involved in any litigation at Jtm e 30, 1996, nor is he 
aware of ally unasserled claim s. 
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TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
SI. Joseph, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Slalcments (Conlintled) 

EXI'END ITUR ES O F TIIE CLERK O F CO UR T 
PAll) BY I'ltE PARISII PO LICE JUR Y 

Tile Tcnsas Parish Clerk of Court's offi ce is located in the parish cot,rthouse. The cost of 
maintaining and operating the comlhouse, as required  by Louisiana Revised  Stat0te 33:4715, is paid by 
|he Tensas Parish Police Jury. 
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TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM EN TAL IN FORM ATION  SCH ED U LES 
A s of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

FH }U CIAR Y FUN D TYPE - A G EN CY FUND S 

AI)VAN CE ])EI'O SIT FUNq) 

Tile A dvance Deposit Fund, as i)rovided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for 
advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refim dable to the litigants after all costs 
have been paid. 

REG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUNI) 

Thc Registry of Courl Fund, as 1)rovidexl by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:475, accounts for fimds 

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. 
W ithdrawals of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 

- 16- 



 



 

TENSAS PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

FIDU CIARY FUN D TYPE - AGEN CY FUND S 

Com bining ScheAule of Changes in U nsettled 
Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and Others 

For tile Year Endexl June 30, 1996 

UN SETTI.EI) I)EPO SITS I)U E TO 
O TIIER S AT BE(;IN NIN G ()F YEAR 

ADDITIO N S 
D eposits in suits 
Interest earned in inveslm enls 
Total additions 
Total 

REI)U CTIO N S 
Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Deposits setllcd to: 
Settlem ents 1o litigants 
A ppraisers, Clll'alors, ,~lll0 kexz~peFs 
Sheriff 's fees 
Stenographer's fees 
O ther reduclions 
Total reductions 

UN SETTLE1) 1)EI'O SITS DU E TO 
O TItER S A T EN D O F Y EAR 

8- 

Schedule 2 

ADVANCE REGISTRY 
DEPOSIT OF COURT 
FUND FUND TOTAL 

62.567 

62,567 
106.571 

4 
4 

62,567 
4 

62,571 
107,444 

38,250 38,250 

6,593 
1,000 
5,022 
121 

6,402 
57.388 N ONE 

6,593 
1,000 
5,022 

121 
6,402 
57,388 

$49,183 $873 $50,056 



Independent A uditor's R eports R equired 

by G overnm ent Auditing Standards 

The follow ing indcpendenl audilor's reports on com pliance w ith law s and regulations, and inlernal control 
slnlClUle are prescnled in com pliance w ilh the requirem ents of issuexl by the 
Comptroller Genel~d of the Uniled Slales, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society 
of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Aoditor 
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Independeut Auditor's R eport on Com pliance 
~ Tith Laws and R egulations 

TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
St. Joseph, Lxm isiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of tide Tensas Parish Clerk of 
Cotlrl as of June 30, 1996, and for tide year then ended, and have issued m y rel)orl 
lhcrcon dated July 19, 1996. 

1 conducted m y audil in accordance w ith generally acceptexl auditing staudards; 
Govemm wnt Auditing Stw ldards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U ntied 
States; and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of 
Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative A uditor. Those 
standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the general puq'~ose financial statem ents are free 
of m alerial m isslalem enl. 

Com pliance w ith law s and regulations applicable to the Tensas Parish Clerk of Corn 1, 
is the responsibility of the Tensas Parish Clerk of Court's m anagem em . A s parl of 
obtaining reasonable assurance about wheflm r the general poq)ose financial slatem enls 
arc free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I performed tests of the Tensas Parish Clerk of 
Courl's com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws and regulations. H owever, the 

objeclive o1' my audit of the general pnq~ose financial statements was not to provide 
an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express 
such an opinion. 

Tilt; resulls of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be 
rcpollcd under Governm ellt Auditing Standards. 

This repot1 is intendt~t lbr tile inform ation of the Tensas Parish Clerk of Court. This 
is not intended to lim it the distribution of this reporl, which is a m atter of public 
rccord. 

W est M onroe, lam isiana 
July 19, 1996 
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Independent A uditor's R eport 
on the Internal Contro| Structure 

TEN SAS PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
S1. Joseph, Louisiana 

] have audited  the general puq)ose financial statem ents of the Tensas Parish Clerk of 
Court as of June 30, 1996, and for of the year then ended , and have issued  m y report 
thereon dated  July 19, 1996. 

I conducted  m y audit in accordance with generally accepted  auditing standards and 
(;overnm en/Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U ntied 
Slates. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general puq)ose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 

The m anagem ent of the Tensas Parish Clerk of Courl is responsible for establishing 
and maintaining an intern al control stru cture. In fidfilling this responsibility, estim ates 

and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related 
costs of internal control structure policies and procedures, The objectives of an 
internal control stnlclure  are  to provide nlanagelnent with reasonable, btll not absolute, 
asstm mce that assets are safegtmrded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, 
and that lransaelioJls are executexl in accordance with m anagem enl's authorization and 
rtu=orded  properly to i)ennit Ihe preparation of general puq>ose financial statem ents in 
accordance w ith generally accepted accounting principles. Becanse of inherent 
lim itations in any internal control slnlclure, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless 

occur and not be dt~tected . Also, pJ~ojection of any evaluation of the structure to ftltnre 
periods is subject to the risk that proced ures may become inadequate because of 
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and ol~ ration of policies 
a.d proced ure s m ay deteriorate. 

In plmm ing and I)Cffornfing m y audit of the general purpose financial statem ents of tile 
Tcnsas Parish Clerk of Courl for the year ended June 30, 1996, ] obtained  an 
underslan(ling of the internal control stn~eture. W ith respect to the internal control 

- 21 - 



TEN SA S PA RISH CLERK O F CO U RT 
SI. Joseph, ix'~uisiana 

Independenl Auditor's Report 
Oil ]nlerllal Control Slrtlclure, 
June 30. 1996 

slructure, I obtainczl an underslanding of tile design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they 
have been placc~l in operalion, and I assessed control risk in order to detennine m y auditing procedures 
for lhe puq'~ose of exprc.ssing m y opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide 
an opinion on lhe inlcrnal conlrol sllucture. Accordingly, I do not express snch an opinion. 

M y consideralion of tile intornal control structure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal 
control structure Ihat nlig]l[ be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by tile A m erican Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants. A m alerial weakness is a reportable condition ill which lhe design or 
operalion of one or m ore of file specific inlem al control stru cture elem ents does not reduce to a relatively 
low level the risk that errors and irregularities in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general 
purpose financial statem enls being audited lnay occur and not be detected withirl a tim ely period by 
employees in 111o nonnal course of perfonning their assigned functions. I holed no m atters involving the 
internal conlrol slrtlcllll~ and ils operation that I considered to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This relxola is intended for the information of the Tensas Parish Clerk of Court. This is not intendexl to 

W esl M ollroe, Louisiana 
July 19, 1996 

s reporl, which is a m ailer of public record 
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