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M r. Pies Bell, President 
and M em bers of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

IND EPENDENT A UD ITO R 'S REPO RT 

W e were engaged to audit the accom panying prim ary governm ent finan cial statem ents of th e 
Tensas Parish Police Jury, as of an d for th e year ended Decem ber 31, 2002, as listed in th e table of 
contents. These prim ary governm ent financia l statem ents are th e responsibility of th e Tensas 
Parish Police Jury m an agem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on th es e prim ary 
governm ent finan cial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with  standards generally accepted  in th e United Sta tes of 
Am erica an d Governm ental A udit Guide, issued by th e Louisiana Legislative Auditor an d th e 

Louisian a Society of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards require that we plan  and 
perform  th e audi t to obta in  reasonable assuran ce about wheth er th e general-purpose finan cial 
statem ents are free of m aterial  m issta tem ent. An audi t includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting th e am oun ts an d disclosures in  the general-purpose fin ancial  sta tem ents. An audit also 
in cludes assessin g th e accounting principles used an d sioonificant estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, as 
w ell as eval uating th e overall general -purp ose fin an cia l statem ent presentation. W e believe th at 
our  audi t provi des a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Detailed property records have not been m aintained an d certain prior year records and supporting 
data w ere not available for our audit. Therefore, w e w ere not able to satisfy ourselves  about th e 
am oun ts at which th e general fixed assets are reeorded in  th e general fixed  asset account group at 
Decem ber 31, 2002 (stated at $5,950,604). 

Because of th e significan ce of th e m atters di scussed in th e preceding paragr aph, the scope of our  
w ork w as not suffi cient to enable us to express, an d w e do not express an  opinion on the finan cial  
statem ents referred to in  th e first paragraph. 

1840 NORTH E. E~W ALLACE BLVD. P.O. BOX 478 FERRIDAY, LA 71334 (318) 757-6511 FAX (318) 757-7206 
OFFICES IN NATCHEZ, M ISSISSIPPI 
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M r. Pies Bell, President 
and M em bers of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
Page Two 

In accordance with Governm ent A uditing Standards, w e have also issued our report dated Jane 26, 
2003 on our consideration of th e Tensas Pari~h Police Jury's internal control over financial  
reporting and on our tests of its com plian ce with  cert ain provisions of law s, regulations, contr acts 
and grants. That report is an  in tegral  part of an  audit perform ed in  accordance wi th  Governm ent 

Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction wi th  this report in considering the results of 
our audit. 

O ur audit w as perf orm ed for th e purpose of form ing an d opinion on the prim ary govern m ent 
f'm anciai statem ents taken as a whole. The accom panying schedul e of expenditures of federal  
aw ards is presented for purposes of additional  an al ysis as required by U .S. O ffice of M an agem ent 

and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments and Non-Profit Organizations, and 
is not a required part  of th e prim ary governm ent finan cial  sta tem ents. Such in form ation has been 

subjected to the auditing procedur es applied in th e audit of th e prim ary govern ment finan cial 
statem ents and, in our opin ion, is fairly stated, in  all m aterial respects, in  relation to the prim ary  
governm ent fin ancial statem ents as a whole. 

Ferriday, Louisiana 
June 26, 2003 
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TENSAS PARISH POLICE JURY 
ST. JOSEPH, LOUISIANA 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL AND SPECIAL  REVE NUE FUND 

Com bining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes In Fund Balances 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

REVENUES 
Taxes ** 
Ad valorem 
Sales and use 
Other taxes 
Licenses and perm its 
Intergovernmental revenues : 
Federal funds 
State funds  
Fees, charges and com m issions 
Fin es and forfeitu res 
Use  of money an d property 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues  

EXPENDITURES 
Current: 
General governm ent: 
Legislative 
Judicial 
Elections 
Finance and adm in istration 
Other general governm ent 
Public safety 
Public works 
Health  and welfare 
Culture an d recreation 
Econom ic developm ent 
Transportadon 
Interg overnm ental 
Debt service 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditu res 

Ge neral 
Fund 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

$ 570,746 $ 374,258 
805,308 

30,945 
39,093 

67,036 
184,850 

13,354 
3,041 

1,292,779 
120,041 
185,808 
52,847 
25,109 
13,780 

Capital Debt 

Projects Service 
Fund Euad 

$ 

340,257 

252,378 
64,136 
24,354 
188,494 
188,941 
49,885 
1,044 
8,815 
11,813 
6,542 
2,934 

143,075 

. 52,171 

82,509 
1,486,003 

193,387 
146,014 
96,554 

112,119 
76,867 
542~601 

Total 

(M emorandum Only) 
2O02 2a01 

94 5,004 $ 
805,308 
30,945 
39,093 

1,389,$1s 
645,148 
185,808 
52,847 
38,463 
16,821 

867,029 
910,933 
1,982 
26,422 

253,105 
822,708 
207,939 
174,534 
104,264 

30"370 

252,378 

207,211 
24,354 
240,665 
188,94 1 
132,394 

1,48%047 
202,202 
157,827 
103,096 
2,934 

112,119 
76,867 

1T5797438 

23 4,32s 
183,744 
25,669 
213,958 
129,761 
159,6o8 
874,306 
224,268 
152,ooo 
33,254 
1,o99 

117,892 
75,348 
929,511 

914#4o 2,931"3oo 689:,879 231.354 4.~76%473 3"354~743 

EXCESS (Deficieo cy) OF RE VENUES 
OVE R EXPENDITURES (5,875) (61,370) (349,622) (231,354) (648,221) 44,543 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of thls fiuaneinl statement. 
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TENSAS PARISH POLICE JURY 
ST. JOSEPH, LOUISIANA 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

Com bining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Bainnce~ 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 

(USES) 
Operaiing transfers in 
Operating transfers out 
Proceeds from borrowing 

Total oth er f'm anc/ng sources 

(uses) 

Special Capital 
General Revenue Pr ojects 
Fund Fund Fund 

lO9,942 

(432,925) 
390,970 
(406,779) 

Debt 
Service  
Fund 

(10,836) 
24s, ooo 

Total 

(M emorandum Only) 
ZOflT, 2001 

85O,540 
(00o,04o) 
245~ooo 

430,931 
(43o,93~) 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF RE VE NUES 
AND OTHER SOUR CES OVE R 
EXPENDITURES 028,858) (77,179) 6 2,810 (403,221) 44,543 

FUND BALANCE 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE 
END OF YEAR $ 6 

T~e accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 
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TENSA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH, LO U ISIANA 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STATEM EN TS 
AS O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

The Tensas Parish Police Jury is the governing authority for Tensas Parish, Louisiana and is a 

political subdivision of th e State of Louisiana. Seven jurors representing th e various districts 
within th e parish govern the police jury. The jur ors serve four-year terms, which expire in Jan uary 
2004. 

Louisian a Revised Statute 33:1236 gives th e police jury various powers in regulating and directing 
th e affairs of th e parish and its inhabitan ts. The m ore notable of those are th e powers to m ake 
regulations for th eir own governm ent, to regulate the construction an d m aintenance of roads an d 
bridges, to regulate the construction an d m ain tenan ce of drainage system s, to regulate th e sale of 
al coholic beverages and to provi de for th e heal th  an d w elfare of the poor, disadvantaged, and 
unem ployed in  th e parish. Ad val orem  taxes, sal es taxes, beer an d alcoholic beverage perm its , state 
revenue sharin g an d various other sta te an d federal grants provide funding to accom plish these 
tu sks. 

In accomplishing its objectives, the police jury  also has the auth ority to create special districts 
(component units) within th e parish. The districts perform specialized functions, such as fire 
protection, w ater distribution, sewerage collection and disposal, drain age contr ol, library facilities, 
an d heal th care facilities. 

1. SU M M A RY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTIN G  PO LICIES 

A . REPO R TIN G  ENTITY  

As th e govern in g auth ority  of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Tensas Parish Police Jury 
is th e finan cial reporting entity for Teusas Parish. The fin an cial repo rting entity consists of (a) 
th e prim ary governm ent (police jury), (b) organizations for which th e primary  governm ent is 
financially accountable, an d (c) org anizations for which th e nature an d significance of th eir 
relationshi p wi th  the prim ary  governm ent are such  th at exclusion w ould cause th e reporting 
entity 's financial statem ents to be misleading or incomplete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 provides for th e issuance 
of prim ary govern m ent fin an cial sta tem ents  th at ar e separate from  th ose of the reporting entity. 

However, th e primary  government's (police jury ) fin ancial statements ar e not a substitute for 
th e reporting entity 's fin ancial statements. 



TENSA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIANA 

N O TES TO TH E FIN ANC IAL STA TEM EN TS 
AS O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

A . REPO RTIN G  ENTITY  - continued 

The police jury has chosen to issue financial statements of the primary government (police jury) 
and the following com ponent units : 

Lake Bruin Com m ission 
G ravity Drainage District N o. 1 
G ravity Drainage District N o. 2 
G ravity D rainage District No. 3 

The accom panying prim ary governm ent fin an cial sta tem ents have been prepared in conform ity 
w ith  generally accepted accounting principles as applied to govern m ental units. These fin an cial 
statem ents are not intended to and do not report on th e reporting entity but rather are in tended 
to reflect only the fin an cial statements of the primary  govern ment (police jury) and the 
com ponent units above. 

The followin g com ponent units of the Tensas Parish Police Jury  are not in cluded in  this report: 

Fire Protection D istrict No. 1 of Tensas Parish 
Tensas Economi c an d Industrial Developm ent D istrict  
Tensas Port Com m ission 
Tensas Par ish Agricultural Arena Com m ission 
Tensas W ater District, Inc. 
Lak e Bruin W ater W orks #1 
Tensas Parish H ospital Service District 
Tensas Parish Library Board of C ontrol 

B. FUND ACCO U NTIN G  

The police jury uses funds an d account groups to report on its fin an cial position an d th e results 
of its operations. Fund accounting is designed  to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d to aid 
fin an cial  m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain  governm ent functions or 
activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with  a self-balancin g set of accoun ts that comprises its 
assets, liabilities, fund equity , revenues and expenditures. On th e other hand, an  accoun t gr oup 
is a finan cial reporting device designed to provide accountability  for certain assets and liabilities 
(general fixed assets and general long-term debt) th at ar e not recorded in the funds because th ey 
do not directly affect net expendable available fin an cial resources . They are concerned only 
with  th e m easurem ent of financial  position, not with th e m easurem ent of res ults of operations. 

\ 
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TEN SAS PAR ISH  PO LICE JU R Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIAN A 

N O TES TO  TH E FINANC IA L STA TEM EN TS 
AS O F DECEM BER 31, 2002 

B. FUND ACCOUNTIN G  - continued 

G overnm ent Fund Types: 

Govern mental fund types account for all the police jury's general activities, including th e 
collection and disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, th e acquisition or 
construction of general fixed assets, an d th e servicin g of general  long-term  debt. 
Go vernm ental fu nd types in clude: 

General Fund ~ the general operating fun d of th e police jury and accoun ts for all 
activities except those required to be accoun ted for in  other funds. 

Special  R evenue Fund - account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources th at are 
legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. In addi tion, th e G eneral 
Fun d of th e Eleventh  Judicial  District Crim inal Court Fund is reported as a special  
revenue fun d. 

Capital Projects Fund - accoun t for fmancial resources to be used to acquire or 
construct major capital facilities. 

D ebt Service Fund - account for transactions relating to resources retained and used 
for th e paym ent of principal and in terest on those long term  obligations rec orded in  
the general long term obligations accoun t group. 

C . FIX ED ASSETS AND  LO N G -TERM  D EBT 

G eneral fixed assets are not capitalized in  th e fun ds used to acquire or construct th em . Instead, 

capital acquisition and construction are reflected as expendi tures (capital outlay) in 
govern m ental funds and th e related assets are reported in  the general  fix ed assets accoun t 
group. All purchased fixed assets are valued  at cost where historical rec ords are available an d 
at estim ated cost w here no historical  records are available. The costs of norm al m aintenance 
and repairs th at do not add to th e value of fixed assets or m aterially exte nd th eir useful fives are 
not capitalized but ar e only recognized as a norm al current expendi tu re of the governm ental 
funds. Public dom ain or in frastructure general fix ed assets consisting of roads bridges and 
drainage system s are not capitalized, as th ese assets are im m ovable an d of value only to the 

police jury. No depreciation is recognized on general fix ed assets. 

D . BASIS OF ACCO UN TIN G  

The accoun ting an d financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. All govern m ental funds  are accounted for usin g a current fin ancial  
resources m easur em ent focus. W ith  this m easurem ent focus, only current assets an d current 
liabilities  generally ar e in cluded on th e balance sheet. O perating statem ents for th ese funds 

- 11- 



TENSA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIA NA  

NOTES TO THE FINAN CIA L STA TEM ENT S 
AS OF DECEM BER 31, 2002 

D . BASIS O F AC CO UNTING  - continued 

present increases and decreases in  net current assets. The m odified accrual basis of accounting 
is used for reporting all governm ental fund types. Under the m odified accru al  basis of 
accoun ting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when th ey become both 
measurable and available). M eas urable means the amount of the tran saction can  be determined 
and available m eans collectible with in the current period or soon enough th ereafter to be used 

to pay liabilities of th e current period. The police jury uses th e following practices in 
recognizin g an d reporting revenues and expenditures. 

Revenues 

A d val orem  taxes an d th e related state revenue sharing are recorded in  the year the taxes 
are due and payable. Ad valorem  taxes are assessed on a calendar year  basis an d attach as 
an  enforceable lien and becom e due and payable on th e date the ta x rolls are filed with  th e 
recorder of m ortgages. Louisian a R evised Statute 47:1993 requires th at the tax roll is idled 
on or before N ovem ber 15 of each year. A d valorem  taxes becom e delinquent if not paid by 
Decem ber 31. The ta xes are norm ally collected in D ecem ber of the current year an d 
January an d February  of the ensuin g year. 

Sales and use taxes are recogn ized in th e month received by th e police jury 's collection 
agents, th e Concordia Parish School Board an d the Louisiana Departm ent of Public Safety 
an d Corrections - Office of M otor Vehicles. 

Federal and state grants ar e recorded when the police jury is entitled to the funds. 

Fin es an d forfeitu res are recognized in  the period th ey are collected by th e parish sheriff. 

Interest in com e on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits have m atured an d th e 
in com e is available. 

Substan tially all other revenues are recorded when th ey become available to th e police jury. 

Based on th e above Criteria, ad valorem  ta xes, state revenue sharing, fed eral and state 
gran ts, fines an d forf eitures, an d sal es taxes on m otor vehicles ar e tr eated as susceptible to 
accru al. 

Expendi tures 

Expenditures ar e generally recogn iz ed under the m odified accru al basis of accounting when 
th e related  fund liability is in curred, except for prin cipal an d in terest on general long-term  
debt, which are recognized when due. 



TEN SA S PAR ISH PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIA NA  

NO TES TO  TH E FIN ANCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
A S O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

D . BA SIS O F A C CO UNTIN G  - continued 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid and increase in long-term  debt 

are accounted  for as other financin g sources (uses) an d are recognized when th e underlying 
events occur. 

E. BUD G ETS 

Prelim inary budgets for th e ensuing year are prepared by the secretar-y/treasurer during 
O ctober of each year. D uring N ovem ber of each year, th e fm an ce com m ittee review s th e 
proposed budgets an d m akes chan ges, as it deem s appropriate. The availability of th e proposed 

budg es for public inspection an d the date of the public hearing on the budgets are then 
advertised in the offi cial journal. Prior to its regular Decem ber meeting, the jury holds a public 
hearing on the proposed budgets in  order to receive com m ents from  citizens. Changes are m ade 

to the proposed budgets based  on the public hearing an d the desires of the police jury  as a 
w hole. The budgets are th en adopted durin g th e regular D ecem ber m eeting, an d notice is 

published in the official journ al. 

During the year, the police jury should receive month ly budget comparison statements, which 
are used as a tool to control th e operations of th e parish. The secretary/treasur er presents 

necessary budget amendments to the jury when it is determined those actual operations are 
differing materially from th ose an ticipated in the original budget. The jury  in regular session 
revi ew s th e proposed am endm ents, m akes necessary  chan ges, an d form ally adopts th e 

amendments. The adoption of amendm ents is included in jury  minutes published  in the offi cial 
journ al. 

The police jury should exercise budgetary  control at th e functional level W ithin functional 
levels, th e treasurer has the auth ority to mak e amendments as necessary . The police jury does 
not utilize encum brance accounting in  its budget practices. U nexpended appropriations lapse at 

year-end and must be reappropriated in th e next year's budget to be expended. The budg et 
com parison statem ents in cluded in th e accom pan ying Fm anciai  sta tem ents in clude th e original  

adopted budget an d all subsequent amendm ents. 

F. EN CUM BRAN CES 

Encum bran ces accountin g, under whi ch purchase orders are recorded in  order to res erve th at 
portion of th e applicable appropriation, are not em ployed for oth er com m itm ents of the police 

jury . However, outstanding pur chase orders are taken into consideration before expenditu res 
are in curred in  order to assure th at applicable appropriations are not exceeded. 

- 13- 



TENSAS PARISH  PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIANA 

N O TES TO TH E FENA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
AS O F DECEM BER 31, 2002 

G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Under state law, the police jury may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand 
deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with  sta te banks organized under Louisiana 
law and national banks having prin cipal offices in  Louisiana. 

H . COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

Employees of th e police jury earn 5 to 10 days of non-cumulative annual leave each year, 
dependin g on th eir length of service. Fui l-tim e em ployees are allowed, on an  as-needed basis, 
sick leave up to 12 days each year. A m axim um  of 30 days of sick leave m ay be accum ula ted 
and carried forw ard. There is no provision for paym ent of accrued sick leave upon separ~/tion. 

Full-tim e em ployees of the Tensas Parish Library, wi th  at least 6 m onth s of service, earn from  
10 to 22 days of non-cum ui ative annual leave each year, dependin g on th eir position. Part-tim e 
em ployees earn annual leave on a pro rata  basis. Full-tim e em ployees earn  14 days of sick leave 
each year, with  part-tim e em ployees earn ing sick leave on a pro rata basis. Sick leave of up to 
42 days m ay be accum ulated. There is no provision for paym ent of accum ulated sick leave upon 
separation. 

Em ployees of th e Sixth  Judicial District Crim inal Court Fund earn from  5 to 10 days of 
vacation leave each year, depending on their length of service. Annual leave m ust be taken in 

the year earned and cannot be car ried forward. Sick leave is granted, on an as-needed basis, at 
th e discretion of th e district attorn ey an d judges of th e district. At December 31, 2001 there are 
no accum ulated an d vested benefits relating to annual  and sick leave th at require accru al or 
di sclosure. 

I. SA LES TAXES 

The police jury  has been auth orized to levy the following sales an d use taxes: 

A one per cent sal es and use tax approved  by th e voters on A ugust 5, 1975, for an  

indefinite period. The net proceeds of the tax (after cost of collections) are used  for (1) 66 
2/3 percent for a sanitary lan dfill and garbage collection, (2) 33 1/3 percent for 
am bulance service. 

b. A three-fourths of one per cent sales ta x approved by th e voters on January 11, 1988, for 
an indefinite period. The net proceeds of the tax (after cost of collections) are dedicated 
to supplem ent revenues of th e R oad Special Revenue Fund. 

- 14- 



TEN SA S PAR ISH PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIA N A 

NO TES TO TH E FIN ANCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
AS O F DECEM BER 31, 2002 

I. SALES TAX ES - continued 

A one-quarter of one per cent sales tax approved by the voters on January 17, 1998, for a 

period of five years. The police jury may expend the net proceeds of the tax (after cost of 
collections) for any lawful purpose of industrial, manufacturing, comm ercial or 
professional  busin esses or concerns, or scientific or educational  program s in th e parish. 

d. A one-quarter of one per cent sales tax approved by th e voters  on July 27, 1999, for a 
period of ten years. The net proceeds of th e tax (after cost of collections) to be dedicated 
for th e purpose of establishing an d m aintaining a parish-wide fire protection district. 

J. TO TAL CO LUM N S O N CO M BINE D STATEM ENT S 

Total columns on th e combined statements are captioned M em orandum  Only (overview) to 
in dicate th at they are presented only to facilita te financial  an alysis. D ata in  these colum ns do 
not present fin ancial position or resul ts of operations in conform ity wi th  generally accepted 
accounting prin ciples. Neith er is such data  com parable to a consolidation, in terfund 
elim inations have not been m ade in  th e aggregation of this data. 

2. CASH AND CAS H EQUIVALENTS 

At December 31, 2002 the police jury has cash an d equivalents (book balan ces) as follows: 

Interest bearing dem and deposits 

Louisiana Asset M anagement Pool (LAM P) 

$ 520,060 

1,343,766 

$ 1,863,826 

U nder state law , th ese deposits, or th e resulting bank bal ances, m ust be secured by federal deposit 
in suran ce or th e pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket val ue of th e 
pledged securities plus th e federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal  th e am ount on deposit 
wi th  th e fiscal agent. These securities are held in th e nam e of th e pled ging fiscal agent bank in a 
holding or custodial bank th at is m utually accepta ble to both  parties. Cash an d cash equivalents 

\ 
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TEN SA S PAR ISH PO LICE JU R Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIAN A  

NO TES TO TH E FIN AN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
AS O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENT S - continued 

(bank balan ces) totaling $2,197,502 are adequately secured by $330,052 of federal deposit 
insuran ce, and $1,867,450 of securities held in the trust departm ent of the fiscal agent bank, but not 
in th e nam e of th e police jury. 

The Louisian a Asset M anagement Pool (LAM P) is a non-profit corporation created under 
Loui siana law. This corporation, created at th e in itiative of th e Loui siana State Treasurer's O ffi ce 
and governed by a board of directors, allow s units of local govern m ent to pool th eir cash balances 
as a m ean s of in creasin g their rate of return  on investm ents. LAM P in vests only in  securities an d 
oth er obligations that are perm issible under Louisiana law for m unicipalities and parishes; 
accordingly, th ese in vestm ents are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed or oth erwise backed 
by th e United States G overn m ent or one of its agencies, enterprises or instrum entalities. Sin ce 
participation in  LAM P constitutes a direct in vestm ent in  th e assets constitu ting th e pool, th ere are 
no specific collateralization requirem ents; accordingly, th ese cash equi valents are considered 

uncollateralized under th e provisions of GASB Codification I50.163 (b). 

3. RECEIV ABLES 

The following is a sum m ary of receivables at Decem ber 31, 2002: 

Taxes- 
A d val orem  

Sales and use 
Intergovernm ental revenues: 
State funds 
Other 

Total 

General 
Fund 

$ 467,868 

27,736 

- 1G-- 

Special 
Revenue 
Kunds 

$ 315,303 
63,131 

22,044 

$ 400 478 

$ 783,171 
63,131 

27,736 
22~044 



TENSA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIANA  

NO TES TO TH E FIN AN CIAL STA TEM ENT S 
AS O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

4. CHA N G ES IN  G ENERAL FIX ED ASSETS 

The follow ing provides detail on the changes in general fixed assets for the tw o years ended 
D ecem ber 31, 2002: 

Balance, Decem ber 31, 2001 
Additions 
Deletions 

Balance Decem ber 31, 2002 

5. PENSIO N PLA N S 

Land Construction Furniture 
and in and 

Buildings Pro~_ r~ s Equipm ent 
Library 
Books 

$ 1,588,487 $ 141,395 $ 2,151,989 $ 366,080 $ 
176,759 652,442 741,321 32,131 

SubstantiaLly all employees of th e police jury, excluding em ployees of th e Tensas Parish Fire 
Protection Districts, are m em bers of the parochial Em ployees R etirem ent System  of Louisiana 

("system"), a multiple-employer public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and 
adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. The system  is com posed of two distinct plans, Plan A 

and Plan B, with separate assets an d benefit provisions. Employees of th e police jury  are members 
of Plan A. 

All perm an ent em ployees working at least 28 hours per week w hom  are paid wholly or in part from  
funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in th e system . Under Plan A , 
em ployees w ho retire at or after age 60 w ith at least 10 years of credited service, at or after age 55 
with 25 years of credited service, or at an y age with  at least 30 years  of credi ted service are entitled 
to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onth ly for life, equal to 3 per cent of th eir final com pensation 
m ultiplied by the em ployee's years of credi ted serv ice. H ow ever, for th ose em ployees who were 
m em bers of the supplem ental plan only prior to Jan uary 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to 1 per cent of 
t'm al com pensation, plus $24 for each year of supplem ental plan only service earned prior to  
January 1, 1980. 

Final compensation is the employee's monthly earnings during th e 36 consecutive or joined month s 
that produce th e hi ghest average. Em ployees who term inate wi th  at leas t th e am ount of credi ted 
service stated previously an d w ho do not wi th draw  their em ployee contributions, m ay retire at th e 
ages specified previ ously an d receive th e benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The system  
also provides death  and di sability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 
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TEN SA S PARISH  PO LICE JU R Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIA NA  

NO TES TO TH E FIN ANCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
AS O F D ECEM BER 31, 2002 

5. PEN SIO N PLAN S - continued 

The System  issues an an nual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 
and required supplem entary in form ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing 
to the Parochial  Em ployees' R etirem ent System , Post O ffi ce Box 14619, Baton R ouge, LA  70898- 

4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

U nder Plan  A, m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 9.5 percent of th eir  annual  
covered salary an d th e em ployer is required to contribute at an actuarial ly determ ined rate. The 
current rate is 8.0 percent of annual  covered payroll. Contributions to th e System  in clude one- 

fourth of one percent (except Orleans an d East Baton Rouge Parishes) of th e taxes shown to be 
collectible by th e tax rolls of th e parish. These tax dollars are divided betw een Plan  A  an d Plan B 
based proportionately on th e salaries of th e active m em bers of each plan. The contribution 
requir em ents of plan  m em bers  and th e em ployers  are established an d m ay be am ended by state 
sta tute. As provi ded by Louisiana Revi sed Statute 11:103, th e em ployer contributions are 

determined by actu arial valuation an d are subject to ehange each year based on th e results of the 
valuation of th e prior fiscal  year. The em ployer contr ibutions to th e System  under Plan A  for the 
year ending Decem ber 31, 2002 were $30,530. 

6. CHA N G ES IN  G ENERA L LO NG-TERM  DEBT 

The following is a sum m ary of general long-term  debt transactions for th e year ended D ecem ber 31, 
2002: 

Landfill 

Long-term debt at January 1, 2001 
Additions 
Deductions 
Long-term debt payable at Decem ber 31, 2002 

Certificate~ 
of 

Indebtedness 

Lease/ 
Purchases 
Payable 

Closure and 
Postelosure 
Care costs Total 

$ $ 86,656 $ 1,209,262 $ 1,295,918 
245,000 80,346 

f54.385~ 

$ 112,617 

325,346 
~S4JS5) 

$ 1,566,879 

The follow ing is a schedule of future m inim um  paym ents of capital  leases under th e agreem ents 
together with the present value of the m inim um  paym ents as of D ecem ber 31, 2002: 
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TEN SAS PARISH  PO LICE JUR Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIAN A  

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STA TEM ENT S 
AS O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

6. CHAN GES IN G ENERAL LONG-TERM  DEBT - continued 

Year Ending D ecem ber 31, 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 

Totals 
Less - am ounts representing interest 

Net present value of future paym ents 

7. SA NITARY LAN D FILL 

$ 56,727 
31,788 
19,320 

19,320 
2,013 

129,168 

(16,551) 
$ 112,617 

State and federal laws an d regulations require that the police jury place a final cover on its lan dfill 
w hen closed and perform  certain m ain tenance and m onitoring functions at th e landfill site for 
th irty years after closure. In addition to operating expenses related to current activities of the 
landf'fll, an expense provision an d related  liability are bein g recognized based on future closure and 
postclosure care costs th at will be in cur red near or after th e date the landfill no longer accepts 
w aste. The estim ated liability for landfill closur e and postclosure care is $1,209,262. 

H owever, the actu al cost of closure an d post~losure care m ay be higher due to in flation, changes in  
technology, or changes in  lan dfill laws an d regulations. 

During th e year ended December 31, 1998, the police jury established a trust fund, in accordan ce 
with an agreement between the police jury and the Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality (LDEQ), to provide funding to cover the closure and postclosure care costs estimated  to be 
approxim ately $1,209,262. The agr eem ent provides th at th e police jury shall make annual 
contributions of approxim ately $40,309 for th irty years . 

The following is a sum m ary  of the trust fund activity for th e year ended Decem ber 31, 2002, 

relating to the police jury 's compliance with th e LDEQ agr eement: 

Balance, Decem ber 31, 2001 

A dditions: 

Deposits 
In terest earnings 

Bal ance, Decem ber 31, 2002 

- 19- 
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TENSA S PARISH  PO LICE JU R Y  
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIANA  

N O TES TO THE FIN AN CIA L STA TEM ENTS 
AS O F DECEM BER  31, 2002 

7. SANITARY LAN D FILL - continued 

These costs and any additional costs that m ight arise from  chan ges in postclosure requirem ents 

(due to chan ges in technology or more rigorous environmental regulations, etc.) m ay need to be 
recovered by charges to future lan dfill users, taxpayers, or both . 

O n February 29, 1996, the Tensas Parish Police Jury entered in to a Contract of Landfill 
m an agem ent with Twin Bridges Com pan y, Inc. which tr an sfers operation and m aintenan ce of the 
Tensas Parish Landfill from  the Parish to th e Contractor. The C ontr act fr ees the Parish from  any 
and all fu ture environm ental liabilities an d/or responsibility associated wi th ownershi p, operation 
of, and m an agem ent of th e Tensas Parish Lan dfill. 

A lth ough th e finan cial obligation related to closure and postclosur e care of th e lan dfill has been 

legally tran sferred to the Contractor an d the contract ultimately frees the police jury from th e 
financial obligation related to closure and postclosure care of th e lan dfill~ it has been determ ined 
th at the Contr actor is not currently fin an cially capable of m eeting th e fin an cial obligations im posed 
by th e closure an d postclosure care responsibilities. A ccordingly, the Parish is required to, an d has, 
recognized the closure and postclosure costs relating to th e operation of the Tensas Parish Lan dfill 
in the accom pan yin g financial statem ents. 

8. C O M M ITM ENT S 

The Tensas Parish Police Jury  has a contract for the construction of a H ealth Unit building, for a 
cost of $850,000. At December 31, 2002, $793,837 had been spent an d was included in construction 
in progress. The contr act is expected to be com pleted  in year 2003. G rants of $600,000 an d Police 
Jury funds of approxim ately $250,000 will fund th e project. 

9. EX PEND ITUR ES IN EX CESS O F THE  BUDG ET 

The followin g fund had actu al expendi tu res in excess of the budget by greater th an  5%  for the year 
2002. 

Budget 
$ 596,560 

A ctual 

$ 914,940 
Excess 

$ 318,380 



SE CTIO N II - SUPPLEM ENTAL INF O RM A TION SCH ED ULES 
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TENSAS PA RISH  PO LICE JU RY  
ST. JOSEPH, LOUISIANA 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RM ATIO N SCHEDULES 
A s of D ecem ber 31, 2002 

PUBLIC W O RK S FUND S 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUN D S 

R oad Fund - accounts for the m aintenance and operation of parish highw ays, streets and 
bridges. The State of Louisiana Parish Transportation A ct fun ds and sales ta x revenues 
provide fin ancin g. 

Gravity Drainage District Fun ds - account for drainage projects within th e boundaries of 
each respective district. A specific ad valorcm  tax an d the related state revenue sharing in  
each distr ict provide t'm an cing. 

W aste Collection Fun d - accoun ts for the operation of a solid w aste collec tion an d disposal 
system . Sales tax revenues provide finan cin g. 

Landfill Site Fund - accounts for th e operation of th e parish landfall. Fin ancing is provi ded 
by sal es  tax revenues and tippin g fees. 

Rosenw ald/Tensas Reunion Fund - accoun ts for the costs relating to the im provem ents 
m ade to the property owed by the aforem entioned non-profit organization located in  th e 
parish. Fin ancin g is provided by a grant from  th e State of Louisiana. 

H EA LTH  UN IT FUND - accounts for th e m aintenan ce an d operation of th e Tensas Parish 
H eal th Unit. Fin ancing is provided by a specific parishw ide ad val orem  tax and th e related 
state revenue sharing. 

AM B ULAN CE FUN D - accounts for the operation of th e pari shwi de am bulan ce service. 
Financin g is provi ded by sales tax revenue. 

CRIM INA L CO UR T FUND  - created by Section 571.11 of Title 15 of th e Louisiana Revi sed 
Sta tute of 1950, which provided that rm es an d forfeitu res im posed by th e distr ict courts and 
di str ict attorney convi ction fee s in crim inal cases be transferred to parish tr easurer an d 
deposited in to a special  Crim inal Court  Fun d to be used to pay expenses of th e crim inal 
court system  of th e pari sh. Expendi tures are m ade from  the fund on m otion of the di strict 

attorney and approved by the district judges. The statute requires that one-half of the fund 
balan ce rem aining at Decem ber 31, of each year be tr an sferred to th e parish G eneral Fun d. 
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Tensas Parish Police Jury 
Special Revenue Funds 
Page Tw o 

LIBRARY FUND - accounts for the operation of th e Tensas Parish Library financed by a 
specific parishwide ad valorem  tax and th e related sta te revenue sharing

, an d state grants. 

EM ERG EN CY  PREPAR EDNESS FUN D - accounts for th e operation of th e parishw ide 
civil defense progran~ Finan cing is provided by a gr ant from  th e Federal  Em ergency 
M anagem ent A gency. 

EC O NO M IC D EVELO PM ENT FUN D - accoun ts for the activities relating to econom ic 
developm ent in  th e parish. Sales tax revenues provide funding. 

FIRE PR O TECTIO N FUND - accoun ts for the activi ties relating to th e collection and 
rem ittance of th e one-quarter of one per cent sales tax approved by th e voters for a period of 

ten years. The net proceeds of the tax  (after cost of collections) are dedicated  for the 
purpose of establishing and m ain tainin g a parish-wide fire protection district. The net 
proceeds are remi tted to th e Fire Protection D istr ict N o. 1 of Tensas Parish for subsequent 
disbursem ent, by th e board of com m issioners, for fir e protection in th e parish. 

RURAL DEVEL OPM ENT FUND - accounts for State of Louisiana gr an t for th e 
construction of tw o par king lots for th e court  house. 
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~ o 

i 

Ln , , 

i ~ i i , 

''''''~ '' 

~ , , , , 

i-- 

|~  









 

~J 

w~ 



 

TEN SA S PARISH  PO LICE JU R Y 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIANA 

SU PPLEM EN TAL INFO RM A TIO N SCH ED UL ES 
As of Decem ber 31, 2002 

CAPITAL PR OJE CTS FUN D 

TENSAS PARISH HE ALTH FACILITY - Accounts for State of Louisiana grants for the Offi ce of 
Facility Planning. These grant funds are used to construct th e Tensas Parish Health Facility . 

- 3O- 



 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

TENSAS PARISH POLICE JURY 
ST. JOSEPH, LOUISIANA 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - CAPITAL  PROJECTS FUNDS 

LiablHfles - none 

Fend Equity - fund balances 
Unreserved - undesignated 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
FUND ~QUI T~ 

Combining Balance Sheet - Decem ber 31, 2002 

HEALTH 
UNIT 
FUND 

$ 6 

6 

$ 6 

\ 
,, The accompanyin g notes are an mtegral part o f this financial statement. 
' 
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TENSAS PARISH POLICE JURY 
ST. JOSEPH, LOUISIANA 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 

Combining Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance~ 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

latergovernm ental revenues: 
State funds 

EXPENDITURES 
Capital outlay 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
OVER 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Operating transfers in 

FUND BALANCE, 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 

BALANC~ 
END  OF YEAR 

HEALTH 
UNIT 
FUND  

$ 340,257 

$ 6 



 

TEN SA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JU RY 
ST. JO SEPH , LO UISIA NA  

SUPPLEM EN TA L INFO RM A TIO N SC H EDULES 
A s of Decem ber 31, 2002 

CO M PENSATIO N PAID 

The schedule of compensation paid to police jurors 
com pliance with H ouse Concurrent R esolution No. 
Legislature. 

PO LICE JUR O RS 

and other board m em bers  is presented in 
54 of the 1979 Session of th e Louisiana 

Compensation of the police jurors is included in th e legislative expenditures of th e General Fund. 
In accordance wi th Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1233, th e police jury has elected the monthly 
payment meth od of compensation. Under this meth od jurors receive monthly compensation at 
varying rates, but not exceeding th e m axim um  provided by State law. 

C O M M ISSIO NE RS  - GRAVITY DRA INA G E DISTRICTS 

In  accordance with  Louisiana Revised Statu te (LSR-R.S.) 38:1794, each board m ember may receive 
per diem  of up to $60 for each day in th e conduct of offi cial busin ess of the district, not to exceed 36 
days each year. 

The board of com m issioners of Gravity District No. 1 has elected to receive $50 per diem per 
m eeting. 

The board of com m issioners of Gravity District No. 2 has elected to receive $50 per diem per 
m ee ting. 

The board of com missioners of Gravity  District No. 3 has elected to receive $50 per diem per 
m eeting. 

C O M M ISSIO NE RS  - LIBRAR Y BO ARD  O F CO NTR O L 

The com m issioners of th e library board of control receive no com pensation from  th e library. 
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TEN SAS PARISH  PO LICE JURY 
ST. JO SEPH , LO U ISIA N A  

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATIO N SCHEDULE 

Schedule of Com pensation Paid Police Jurors and O thers 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

Pies Bell 
Sam  Dillard 

Thom as H ale 
Rufus M erritt 
Jam es Nieholson 

W oodrow W . W iley, Jr. 
W illiam  Trevillion 

Totals 

W oodrow  W iley, Sr. 
W oodrow W iley, Jr. 

Totals 

2002 

$ 14,400 
14,400 
14,400 
14,400 
14,400 
14,400 

14,400 

$ 50 
50 

100 
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DENNIS P-. SWITZEP~ CPA 
Id. MYLES HOPKINS, CPA 
SUSAN L, MANGE, CPA 

JOHN M. ]ONES, CPA 1921 - 1983 

SWITZER, HOPKINS & MANGE 
Certified Public A ccountants 

REPO RT O N COM PLIANCE AND ON INT ERNAL CONTRO L O VER FINANCIAL 
RE PO R TIN G  BA SED O N A N AUD IT O F FINAN CIA L STATEM EN TS PER FO RM ED IN 

A CCO RD AN CE W ITH GO VERN M EN TA UD ITIN G STA N DARD S 

M r. Pies Bell, President 
and M em bers of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

W e have audited the prim ary governm ent fin ancial statem ents of th e Tensas Parish Police Jury as 
of and for th e year ended D ecem ber 31, 2002, and have issued our report th ereon dated June 26, 
2003. W e have conducted our audi t in accordance with audi ting stan dards generally accepted in  
the United States of Am erica and the standards applicable to fin ancial audits contained in 
Governm ent A uditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller general of the U nited States. 

C om plian ce 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w heth er th e finan cial statem ents are free of 
m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance wi th cert ain provisions of law s, 
regulations, contracts and grants , noncom pliance wi th which could have a direct and m aterial effect 
on th e determ ination of fin ancial  statem ent am ounts. H owever, providing an opinion oil 

compliance with th ose provisions was not an  objective of our audit an d, accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed th e following instances of noncom plian ce 
th at are required to be report ed under Governm ent A uditing Standards which are described in  th e 
accom pan yin g schedule of fin dings and questioned costs as item s 2002-1, 2002-2, 2002-3 and 2002-4. 

Intern al Control O ver Finan cial  Reporting 

In  planning and perf orm ing our audi t, we considered th e Tensas Parish Police Jury's in ternal 
contr ol over fin an cial reporting in  order to determ ine our audi ting procedur es for th e purpose of 
expressin g our opinion on th e fin ancial statem ents an d not to provi de assur an ce on th e in ternal  
control over fin an cial reporting. Our consideration of th e in ternal  contr ol over finan cial reporting 
w ould not necessarily di sclose all m atters  in  th e in tern al  contr ol over fin ancial  reporting th at m ight 
be m aterial w eaknesses. 
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Tensas Parish Pofice Jury 
Page Tw o 

H ow ever, w e noted one certain m atter in volvin g the in ternal control over fin ancial reporting and its 
operation that w e consider bein g a reportable condition. Reportable condi tions in volve m atters 
com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in  the design or operation of th e intern al 

control over financial reporting that in our judgement, could adversely affect the Tensas Parish 
Police Jury's ability to record, sum m arize and report  fin ancial data consistent w ith th e assertions of 
m anagem ent in  th e general purpose fin an cial statem ents. The report able condi tion is described in 
th e accom panying schedule of fin dings an d questioned costs as item  2002-5. 

A  m aterial weakness is a condi tion in which th e design or operation of one or m ore of the in tern al 
control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low  level th e risk th at m isstatem ents in  am ounts 
th at w ould be m ateri al in  relation to the general  purpose fin an cial statem ents bein g audited m ay 
occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in  th e norm al course of perform ing 
th eir assign ed  functions. W e noted no ma tters in volving th e intern al contr ol over fin an cial  
reporting and its operation th at w e consider bein g m aterial  w eaknesses. 

This report is in tended for th e in form ation and use of m anagem ent of th e di strict and th e 
Legislative Auditor of th e State of Louisiana. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and 
its di stribution is not lim ited. 

Ferriday, Louisian a 
Jun e 26, 2003 
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TEN SA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JUR Y 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

1. The auditor's report in cludes a disclaim er of opinion of the prim ary governm ent 
financial statem ents. 

2. One reportable condition was disclosed during th e audit of th e financial statements 
report ed in  th e report on Internal Control over Fin ancial Reporting. 

3. Four in stances of noncom pliance with  law s an d regulations were disclosed. 

Fin din g: The general fund budgeted $596,560 in expendi tures an d actually spent 
$909,065 during th e year. The am ount of expenditu res was 52%  greater th an 
th e am ount budgeted. Louisian a law requires expenditu res to be no m ore 
th an  5%  greater th an  the am oun t budgeted. 

W e recom m end th at th e Tensas Parish Police Jury m onitor its expenses on a 
m onthly basis an d m ake am endm ents to its budget if necessary. 

Response: The Tensas Parish Police Jury agrees  wi th  this recom m endation. 

2002-2 - Late Filin e of Payroll Tax Returns 

Fin ding: W e discovered th at there were at least nine (9) instances of payroll tax returns 
or payroll tax deposits bein g filed after their due date. Penalties of at least 
$7,259 were paid for late payroll deposits an d payroll tax return filings. 
Federal an d Sta te regulations ar e clear as to th e due dates  of payr oll tax 
deposits an d payroll tax returns. The Tensas Parish Police Jury does not have 
a regular schedule for payroll tax deposits an d preparing and filing payr oll tax 
returns. 

W e recom m end th at payroll tax deposits and payroll tax returns be schedul ed 
to be fil ed by th eir due dates. 

R esponse: The Tensas Parish Police Jury agr ees wi th th is recom m endation. 

Fin ding: The Tensas Parish Police Jury did take a physical inventory  for the year. This 

had been a fin ding in th e 200! audit. The inventory  listing prepared does not 

\ 
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Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Page Two 

W e recom m end that the Tensas Parish Police Jury reconcile th e fixed asset 
listing to the financial statem ents . W e also recom m end th at the Jury begin 
work to com pile and val ue its infrastructure so th at it m ay report year 2003 
according to G A SB 34. G A SB 34 is a new  reporfiug m odel th at the Jury is 
scheduled to com ply with  for 2003. 

Response: The Tensas Parish Police Jury agrees wi th  this 

2002-4 - O ver-tim e Pay Connected to Tri-D elta Stan dard H ousin~ G ran 

Fin ding: The Tensas Par ish Police Jury violated its agreem ent with th e Louisiana 
Housing Finance Auth ority (FHLA) by claiming overtime and charging th e 
paym ents to th e Tri-D elta Standard H ousing A ssistan ce for Rural Econom ics 

(SHARE) Grant Program when th e overtim e did not relate to th e gr an t. This 
fm ding w as in vestigated by the Louisiana Legislative A udi tor an d is in cluded 
in  his report dated M ay 14, 2003. 

This fin ding in cludes paym ents to the Secretary-Treasurer of $5,448 for 
overtim e of whi ch one half was unrelated to th e gr an t. Of th e $5,448, a check 
for $481 was voided and $438 was reim bursed. 

W e recom m end that the Tensas Parish Police Jury  reim burse th e Louisiana 

Housing Finan ce Authority any costs not associated with  th e administration of 
the grant. 

Response: The Tensas Parish Police Jury does not agr ee wi th  th is fin ding an d their 
response is attached. 

2002 - 5 - Sales Tax Paid on Purchases bv Police Jury 

Fin din g: W e discovered in a test of cash disburs ements th ree (3) purchases from 
vendors in  which th e Tensas Par ish Police Jury  paid a total of $182.37 in sales 
tax. The Jury is exem pt from  th ese sal es taxes and th ey should not have been 
paid. 

W e recom m end th at the Tensas Parish Police Jury not pay an y sales tax to 

vendors. Vendors should be given exemption certificates that indicate th at 
sal es taxes should not be char ges. 

Res ponse: The Tensas Parish Police Jury agr ees with  this fin ding. 



TEN SA S PARISH  PO LIC E JU R Y 

Sum m ary of Prior Audit Findings 
D ecem ber 31, 2001 

2001-1 Dual Signature Reuuired on Checks 

W e noted that th e Lake Bruin R ecreation and W ater Conservation bank account 
only requires on signature. The requirem ent of two sign atu res w ould im prove 
in ternal control over th is bank account. 

This finding has been corrected. 

2001-2 - Pavroli Tax R etu rn  Filings 

W e noted that payroll tax returns are bein g filed late and penalties and interest are 
bein g paid. 

This fin ding contin ues in  the current audit as fin ding 2002-2. 

2001-3 - Prenaration of 1099's and W -2's 

W e noted that tw o em ployees received pay totaling $2,776.56 and were not issued a 
W -2 or 1099. Thi s is a Federal  an d State law  violation. 

Thi s fin ding has been corrected. 

2001-4 - General Fixed A sset L 

LSA-RS 24:515 requires that records be m aintain ed on general  fixed assets. The 
Pofice Jury di d not m aintain these records as required by law . The law  also requires 
that a physical  in ventory be tak en at least every tw o years. The Police Jury  di d not 
take a physical  in ventory during th e year. 

Thi s fin ding continues in  the cur rent audi t as fin ding 2002-3. 
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M r. M yles Hopldm  
Switzer, Hopkins & ~ n~  
Page Two (2) 

The devHnc in sales tax re.venues are M ng ~u~ ed by the Jury to 
determine whether it is a long-term decline and, if so, they are Iook/ng 
into eithez reducing cxpez~lim~es and/o,t in~'e.asing r~-venues in other 

The Jury is presently taking steps to im prove the books and records 
Com pilation and this situation will improve. 

The Jm-y is pr~ enfly looking into imtz'oving their filing system in order 
to prevent this problem  happgaing in  the future. 

Sincerely, 

Debbie DeLaune 
Se~,~tary/Treasurer 
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W . D, GO't'TON ils.o4-1H m 
GEORGE W . BOLTON, JR. #~,t,l 
JOHN HOYCH|CK, JR. 
TERRY A. DOUGHTY 
OAVID p, DOUGHTY 
BARRY W . 0OW D 
THOMAS E. ALLEN 
JOHN B. HOYCHICK 

CO TTO N, BO LTO N, H OYCHICK & DO UGHTY
, L.L.P 

LAW  OFFICES 

607 MADEL|NE STREET 
P, O. BOX 857 

ItAYVtULE, LOUIS|ANA 71289 

A ttn.: Grove C. A ustin, CPA 
First A ssistant Legislative A uditor 
O ffice of Legislative A uditor 
1600 North Third Street 
P O Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9397 

Re: Tensas Parish Police Jury 

D ear M r. A ustin: 

318o728-208| 

FAX 31B-72~,62D:3 

M ay 5, 2003 

;220 NORTH 1ETH STREET 
SUITE 301 

MONROE. LOUISIANA 71201 
318-322-9499 

FAX 318-322-8141 

Enclosed please find the M anagem ent Response of Tensas Parish Police Jury to 
Legislative Audit Report Regarding Tri-State Delta Grant. This m anagem ent response w as 
adopted by the Tensas Parish Police Jury at a special m eeting on M ay 2, 2003. 

If you have an y questions, please don't hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
co= Te.usa= parish Po]Xce JutT  

---45- 
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The Tem as Parish Police Jury does not agree with the auditor's conclusion that it violated 

the grant agreement with LHFA . By letter dated April 16, 2002
, Ronald Johnson, Com pliance 

M ~mg~ with LHFA, r~lue~ d that .V'n-~uia Hui~se~  a police jury employee E.tl~ l~n~  l~l~ d 

for services concerning adm ini.~ ttion of the grant. "These services include but are not lim ited to 

working after hours and on weekends." See lettex of Ronald Johnson attached with this response
. 

Vir~'nla Hubbard and other employees of the Tcnsas Parish Police Jury, including Linda Sikes, 

Sanch-a Sm ith, and Edith Jones, continued to work in adm ini.qering this grallt. "]'he increased work 

load resulted in these employees working overtim e hours and on weekends. Detailed tim e records 

showing what work occurred during each day were not kept as to the grant work. To correct this 

problem in the future, the Tex as Parish Police Jury will imple~nem  a poficy ofkeeping detailed time 

sheets for all work on any grant program, separate fi~n their regular pofice jury work. 

Since detailed time records do not exist, the police jury has agreed to refund the sum of 

$4,215.00to to LHFA, and seek restitution from the individual employees. Thejutvisatsoi~ i~8 

a letter of repl~m an~] to Linda Sikes in regards to the simalic~  

The auditor also implies that the police jury finance commim~ did not actually approve the 

paym ents to the employees in mim lnl.qe~ng the granL Howev~ , the report fitiled to point out that 

each paym em  was verbally approved by the Finance Co~m_m_~ttee prior to paym ent. The signatures 



M mmgemeat P.,zsponse 
of Tm ,~  Parish Police Jury 
M ay 5, 2OO3 
page2 

on the approval stamp on the check stubs vouchers were added later 
on some of these checks, but 

this in no way falsified the actual approval ofthe paymem
. In order to correct any m l.qiT~ -jl~.tafion, 

the Tensas Parish Police Jury will implement a policy of each juror dating his signature in signing 

a check stub/voucher. 
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DENNIS R. S'fq]TZER, CPA 
H. M YLES HOPKINS, CPA 
SUSAN L MANGE, C]?A 

IOHN M . ]ONSS, CPA 1922 - 19e~ 

8W ITZER, HOPKINS & MANGE 
Certified Public Accountants 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE W ITH RE QUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 
TO EA CH  M A JO R PR O G RAM  AN D O N INTERNAL C O N TR O L 

O VER CO MP LIAN CE IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH O M B CIR CULAR A-133 

M r. Pies Bell President 
and m em bers of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
St. Joseph, Louisian a 

W e have audited th e com pliance of the Tensas Parish Police Jury, St. Joseph, Louisiana with the 

types of compliance requirements described in the U. S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for 
the year ended December 31, 2002. The Tensas Parish Police Jury's m ajor federal progr ams are 
identified in th e sum m ary of auditor's results section of th e accom pan ying schedule of findings and 

questioned costs. Compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants 
applicable to each of its major federal programs is the responsibility of the Tensas Parish Police 
Jury's m an agem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an  opinion on th e Tensas Par ish Police Jury's 
com pliance based on our  audi t. 

W e conducted our audit of com pliance in  accordance wi th standar ds generally accepted in  the 
U nited States of A m erica; th e sta ndards applicable to finan cial audi ts contain ed in Governm ent 
A uditing Standards, issued by th e com ptroller General of th e United States and O M B Circular A- 

133, Audits of States, Local Governments and Non-Profit Organizations. Those standards and OM B 
Circular A-133 require that we plan an d perform  th at audi t to obtain reasonable assuran ce about 
w hether noncom plian ce wi th the types of com plian ce requirem ents referred to above that could 

have a direct and material effect on a major federal progr am occurred. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence about the Tensas Parish Police Jury's com pliance wi th those 
requirem ents an d perf orm ing such other procedures, as w e considered necessary in  th e 
cir cum stances. W e believe that our audit provi des a reasonable basis for our opin ion. O ur audit 
does not provide a legal determ ination of th e Tensas Parish Police Jury's com pliance with  th ose 
requirem ents. 

1840 NORTH E. E,WALLACE BLVD. P.O. BOX 478 FERRIDAY, LA 71334 (318) 757-6511 FAX (318) 757-7206 
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M r. Pies Bell, President 
and M em bers of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
Page Tw o 

In our opinion, the Tensas Parish Police Jury com piled, in all m aterial respects, with th e 

requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the 
year ended Decem ber 31, 2002. 

Internal  C ontrol O ver Com nHance 

The m anagem ent of the Tensas Parish Police Jury is responsible for establishing and m aintaining 
effective internal contr ol over com plian ce with  th e requir em ents of law s, regulations, contracts an d 
gran ts applicable to federal program s. In planning and perform ing our  audit, w e considered th e 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 's in ternal contr ol over com pliance wi th  requir em ents th at coul d have a 

direct an d material effect on a major federal program in order to determine oar  auditing 
procedures for th e pur pose of expressing our opinion on com pliance and to test an d report on 
internal  contr ol over com pliance in  accordan ce with O M B Circul ar A -133. 

O ur consideration of th e in ternal contr ol over com plian ce woul d not necessarily disclose all m atters 
in th e in ternal control th at m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial  w eakness is a condition in  
w hich th e design or operation of one or m ore of th e in tern al contr ol com ponents does not reduce to 
a relatively low level th e risk th at noncom plian ce with  applicable requirem ents of law s, regulations, 

contracts and grants th at would be material in relation to a major federal progr am being audited 
m ay occur  and not be detected wi th in  a tim ely period by em ployees in  th e norm al course of 
perf orm ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters in volving th e in ternal  control over 
com pliance and its operation that we consider bein g m aterial  w eaknesses. 

Schedul e of Exnenditures of Federal Aw 

W e have audi ted th e general purpose financial statem ents of the Tensas Parish Police Jury as of 
an d for th e year ended June 30, 2002, and have issued our report thereon dated June 26, 2003. 
O ur audi t w as perf orm ed for th e purpose of form ing an  opinion on th e general -pur pose fin ancial 
statem ents taken as a whole. The accom pan ying sched ul e of expendi tures of federal awards is 
presented for purposes of addi tional  an alysis as required by O M B Cir cular A -133 an d is not a 

required part of th e general-pur pose fin an cial statements. Such information has been subjected to 
th e audi ting procedur es applied in  the audi t of th e general  purpose fin ancial statem ents an d, in  our  

opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to th e general purp ose fin ancial 
statem ents taken as a whole. 

This report is intended for th e inform ation of m anagem ent, federal aw arding agencies and th e 
Legislative Auditor. H owever, this report is a m atter of public record an d its distr ibution is not 
Hm ited. 

Ferriday, Louisiana 
Jun e 26, 2003 



 

TEN SA S PAR ISH  POLICE JU R Y  
SCH ED ULE O F EX PENDITUR ES O F FED ER AL A W ARD S 

FO R THE  YEA R  END ED DECEM BER  31, 2002 

Federal G rantor Pass-through G rantor/ 
Federal 
CFD A 
N um ber 

Federal 

Expenditures 

H UD  

H om e Investm ent Partnership Program  14.239 $ 766,055 

H UD 
Block G ran t - Fire Protection 

HU D 
Block G ran t 

T otal expenditu res of Federal Aw ards 
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14.218 526,324 

14.218 67,035 



 

TEN SA S PAR ISH  PO LICE JUR Y 

Schedule of Findings and Question Costs - Single Audit 
FO R  TH E YEAR  END ED D ECEM B ER  31, 2002 

AUD IT O R 'S RESU LTS 

Type of auditor's report issued: 

Internal control over t'm ancial reporting: 

~ M aterial weakness identified? 

Unqualified 

Yes X No 

~ Reportable condition identified  
that is not considered to be 
m aterial weakn es ses? Yes X No 

Noncom pliance m aterial to financial 
statem ents noted? 

Internal control over major programs: 

~ M aterial  weakness identified? 

Yes X No 

Y es X No 

~ R eportable conditions identified 
that is not cons idered to be 
m aterial weakn esses? Y es  X No 

Type of audi tor's report issued 

on compliance for major progr ams: Unqualified 

Any audi t findings disclosed that are 
required to be report ed in accordance 
with section 510(a) of Circular A-133? 

Identification of major pro grams: 

1 
2 

CFDA N um bers 
14.239 
14.218 

Y es X No 

Name of Federal Program or Cluster 
HUD -H om e Investm ent Partnership Program  
HUD-Bloek Grant - Fire Protection 

Dollar threshold used to di stinguish 
between type A and type B progr am s: 

Auditee qualified  as low-risk auditee ? X Yes N o 

\ 



 

TENSAS PARISH  PO LICE JURY 
Schedule of Findings and Question Costs - Single Audit 

FO R THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2002 

II -F, 

M ajor Program No. 1 

~ Inform ation on the federal progr am  H U D-H om e In vestm ent Partnership Progr am  
CFD A No. 14.239 

~ Criteria or specific requirem ent Circul ar A -133 

~ C ondition 

~ Questioned costs 

~ Context 

~ Effect 

~ C ause 

~ R ecom m endation 

M ajor Program No. 2 

~ In form ation on the federal progr am  

A s di scussed in finding 2002-4, overtim e pay w as 
charged to this progr am . The overtim e di d not 
relate to this progr am . 

$4,529 

Overtim e pay was paid that di d not apply to this 

progr am . 

The $4 ,529 m ay have to be reim bursed to th e 
gr antor by th e Tensas Parish Police Jury. 

Im proper docum entation of overtim e hours. 

W e recom m end th at th e Tensas Parish Police Jury 
reim burse th e Louisiana H ousing Fin an ce 
A uth ority any costs not associated with  the 
adm inistration of th e gr ant. 

M anagem ent does not agree wi th the finding and 
th eir response is attached. 

H UD-Bloek G ran t- Fire Protection 
CFDA  No. 14.218 

~ C riteri a or specific requirem ent Cir cul ar A -133 

~ C ondi tion 
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TEN SAS PAR ISH  PO LICE JU R Y 

Schedule of Findings and Question Costs - Single Audit 
FO R THE YEA R  END ED DECEM BER  31, 2002 

and 

~ Questioned costs 

~ Context 

~ Effect 

~ C ause 

~ R ecom m endation 

~ M anagem ent's response 

N/A 

N/A  

N/A  

N/A 

N/A  

N/A  
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DENNIS R. SW1TZER, CPA 
H. M YLES HOPKINS, CPA 
SUSAN L M ANGE, CPA 

JOHN M. JONES, CPA 1921 - 1983 

8WITZER, HOPKINS & MANGE 
Certified Public Accountants 

M r. Pies, Bell President 
and M em bers of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

In planning and perform ing our audit of th e prim ary governm ent f'm ancial statem ents of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury  as of and for th e year ended Decem ber 31, 2002, we considered Tensas 
Parish Police Jury's internal control structure to determ ine our auditing procedures for th e 
purpose of expressin g an opinion on the prim ary governm ent financial statem ents, and not to 
provide assurance on th e in tern al control structure. 

H ow ever, during our audi t we becam e aw are of several m atters th at are opportunities for 
strengthening intern al contr ols and operating efficiency. The following paragraphs sum m arize our 
com m ents and suggestions regarding th ose m atters. This letter does not affect our report dated 
June 26, 2003 on prim ary  governm ent fin ancial statem ents of Tensas Parish Police Jury . 

D ECLIN E IN  SALES TAX  REVENU ES 

The sales tax revenues and severance tax revenues of th e Tensas Parish Police Jury  are declinin g at 
a rapid rate. The sales taxes an d severan ce taxes collected over the past three years are as follow s: 

2000 

2001 
2002 

Sal es Tax 

$ 1,072,850 
910,934 

805,309 

Severance Tax 

$ 237,072 
59,878 

127,736 

W e believe the Tensas Parish Police Jury  should study this decline to determ ine if it is expected to 
continue. If th e decline does continue, the Jury  w ill be forced to either reduce expendi tures or 
increase revenues in  som e oth er area. 

The Tensas Parish Police Jury  has not m aintained an accurate an d reasonably correct an d 
reconciled general  ledger in  th e past 3 ~ years . The Jury  also has not had available reasonable 
finan cial sta tem ents during th e sam e t~ ae period th at could be review ed on a tim ely basis. The 
Jury  has had to rely on our firm  to com pile th e general ledgers dur in g th e periods 2000 - 2002 in  
order to have th e necessary  books an d records th at could be audi ted. 

1840 NORTH E. E."WALLACE BLVD. P- O. BOX 478 FERRIDAY, LA 71334 (318) 757-6511 FAX (318) 757-720~ 
OFFICES IN NATCHEZ, M ISSISSIPPI 



M r. Pies Bell, President 
and M em ber of the 
Tensas Parish Police Jury 
Page Two 

W e recom m end th at the Jury m ake im m ediate plans to have th eir general ledgers and oth er 
rec ords posted up to date. Because of new  regulations issued by th e Com ptroller General, an  
auditor can no longer w rite up books that he will later audit and also is prevented from  perform ing 
oth er consulting services th at were allowed in th e past. For th at reason th e Jury needs to m ake 
oth er plans to have th eir books  brought up to da te in an  audi table condi tion. 

FILIN  

W e noted that retrieving in voices, in form ation concerning deposits an d other docum ents is difficul t 
for the Jury. W e noticed th at a request to retrieve inform ation about a bank deposit of a year ago 
from (example) th e State of Louisiana Division of Administration would result in finding two or 
three files for th is vendor. These files  m ay contain  inform ation concerning deposits for several 
years, but not necessarily all of the deposits for the current year. W e noted th e sam e filings 
situation concerning paid invoices. 

W e recom m end th at th e Jury  review its filing procedur es and have one folder for each vendor for 
each year . Those docum ents on hand for transactions several years old shoul d be put in  in active 
files and in  m any cases m ay be destroyed. W e recom m end you review th e record detention 
requirem ents before you'destroy any docum ents . 

W e w ould be pleased to di scuss the above m atters or respond to an y questions at your convenience. 

Sin cerely, 

- 57- 


