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LITTLE &  A SSOCIA TES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Independent Auditors' Report 

LIN COLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

W m. TODD LITTLE, CPA 
CHARLES R. MARCHBANKS, JR., CPA 

W e have audited the general purpose f'm ancial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court
, a 

component unit of the Lin coln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 2003, an d for the year then ended, as 
listed in th e table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the 
Lin coln Parish Clerk of Court's m an agem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general 
purpose f'm an cial statem ents based  on our audit. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordan ce with U .S. generally accepted  auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan  an d perform  the audi t to obtain  reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose finan cial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit in cludes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supportin g the am ounts an d disclosures in  the general purpose fulancial statem ent s. An  audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used  an d sig~fificant estim ates made by m an agem ent, as well as 
evaluatin g the overall genera l purp ose fin an cial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opini on. 

In our opin ion, the general purp ose financial statements present fairly, in all m aterial re spects, the 
finan cial position of the Lin coln Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 2003, and the results of its 
opera tions for the year then ended, in  conform ity with U .S. generally accepted  accountin g prin ciples. 

Our audit was m ade for the purp ose of form in g an  opinion on the general purpose Fin ancial statements 
taken as a whole. Th e supplem ental inform ation sched ules listed in the table of contents ar e presented 
for the purp ose of additional an alysis an d are not a required part of the general purp ose fin an cial 

statements of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court. Such inform ation has been subjected to the auditing 
pro ced ures applied  in the audit of the general purp ose fin an cial statem ents an d, in our opinion, is fairly 
presented  in all m aterial re spec ts in re lation to the general purp ose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

PHONE (318) 361-9600 * FAX (318) 361-9820 
MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. BOX 4068 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Independent Auditors' Report 
June 30, 2003 

In accordan ce w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a rep ort dated October 14, 2003, 
on the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's com pliance w ith law s, regulations and contracts, and our 
consideration of the agency's internal control over financial reporting. That report is an  integral par t of 

an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Stand ards and should be read in conjunction 
with  this report in considering the results of our audit. 

M onroe, Louisiana 
O ctober 14, 2003 
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G ENE RA L PURPO SE FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

(OVERVIEW ) 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, an d 
Changes in Fund Balan ce - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

REVENUES 
Licenses an d permits - marriage 
Intergovernm ental revenues: 
Clerks supplemental compensation 

Fees, charges, and comm issions for services: 
Court costs, fees, an d charges 
Fees for recordin g legal docum ents 
Charges for certified copies 
Charges for use of photocopier 

Use of money and property - interest earnings 
Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

General government - judicial: 
Current: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel an d other charges 
Capital Outlay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS OF RE VENUES 
OVER EXP ENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompan ying notes are an  integral part of this statement 
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BUDGET ACTUAL 

$4,000 

14,700 

426,715 
445,000 
30,000 
36,000 
141000 
970.415 

620,000 
128,000 
17,000 
34,000 
90,000 
889.000 

81,415 

901,255 

$982,670 

$4,038 

13,450 

507,389 
544,579 
33,959 
31,947 
19,583 

1.154.945 

610,951 
118,098 
16,740 
33,556 
81~596 
860.941 

294,004 

819.840 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORA BLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

$38 

(1,250) 

80,674 
99,579 
3,959 

(4,053) 
5.583 

184.530 

9,04 9 
9,902 
260 
444 

8.404 
28.059 



LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

1. SUM M AR Y O F SIGNIFICAN T ACCO UN TING PO LICIES 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court 
serves as the ex-offi cio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties an d powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years. 

A . REPO RTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reportin g purposes, th e Lincoln Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Lincoln Parish. The financial reporting 

entity consists of(a)theprimary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c)other organizations for 
which the natu re and significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent are 
such that exclusion w ould cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading 
or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be considered par t of the Lincoln 
Par ish Police Jury for finan cial reporting purp oses. The basic criteria for including a 

potential component unit within the reporting entity is finan cial accountability . The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determining fina ncial accountability . This criteria 
includes: 

1 Appointing a voting majority of an organ ization's governing body 
and; 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organ ization and/or; 

The potential for the organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific fin ancial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organ izations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

3 Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of th e organization is not included 
because of th e na ture or significance of th e relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk's office is located, the clerk was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Lincoln 
Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents 
present information only on the funds m ain tained by the clerk and do not present 

information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental uni t, or the other governm ental units that com prise th e financial reportin g 
entity. 

B. FUND ACCO UNTING 

The clerk of court uses fu nds an d account groups to report on its financial position 
an d th e results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial mana gem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 
governm ent fu nctions or activities. 

A fund is a separ ate accounting entity with  a self-balancing set of accounts th at 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, an d expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are 
not recorded in th e "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only with th e m easurem ent of finan cial position, 
not with the m easurem ent  of results of operations. 

Funds are classified  into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciar y. 
Each category, in  turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governm ental fu nds are 
used to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
th e providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fu nds where th e focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service char ges or user fees. Fiduciar y funds ar e used to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
an d fiduciary funds. The governm ental and fiduciary fund types used by the clerk are 
described  as follow s: 

-8- 



LIN COLN PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court an d is used to account for 
the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees an d charges due to the 
clerk's office ar e accounted for in this fund. General operating 
expenditu res ar e paid from  this fund. 

Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit, Registry of Court and Non Support agency 
fu nds are used to acc ount for assets held as an agent for oth ers. A gency 

funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

C . FIXED A SSETS AND 
LO NG -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in th e general fixed assets account group, rather than in th e General Fund. 

General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets account group. Approxim ately 97 per cent of fixed assets are based on actu al 
historical costs while the rem aining 3 per cent are valued at estim ated historical costs based 
on the actu al costs of like item s. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. 

Long-term obligations (compensated absences) expected to be financed from the 
General Fund are accounted for in th e general long-term obligations account group rath er 
th an in th e General Fund. Long-term  obligations are recognized as current expenditu res 
when they ar e actu ally paid. 

D . BASIS O F ACCOUNTING 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 

m easurem ent focus. All governm ental fu nds ar e accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally ar e included on th e balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) an d decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm ental 
an d fiduciary fund types. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 
recognized when susceptible to accru al (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and 
"available" m eans collectible within the current period or soon enough th ereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses th e following practices 
in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Intergovernm ental revenue, recordin gs, cancellations, court 
attendan ce, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and comm issions for 
services are recorded in the year in which they are earned . 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits 
have m atu red and th e incom e is available. 

Substantially all oth er revenues ar e recognized when received by the 
clerk of court. 

Based on the above criteria, intergovernm ental revenue, recordings, 
cancellations, court attendan ce, crim inal costs, and charges an d 
com m issions for services are treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditu res ar e generally recognized under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fu nd liability is in curred. 

E. BU D G ET PRA CTICES 

A proposed budget, prepar ed on the modified accrual basis, is published in th e 

official journal at least ten days prior to a public hearing. The public hearing is held at the 
clerk's office during the m onth  of June for comm ents from taxpayers. The proposed 
budget is th en legally adopted by th e clerk and am ended during the year  as necessary. 

Budgets are established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditure. 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for th e following year to be 
expended. 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
th e year. Budgeted am ounts included  in  th e accom pan yin g fmancial statem ent include th e 
original adopted  budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

U nder state law , the clerk m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank organized 
under the laws of the State of Louisiana, th e law s of any oth er state in the union, or the 
laws of the United States. The clerk m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state 
banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in  
Louisiana. 

At June 30, 2003, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$2,391,915 as follows: 

D emand deposits 
Petty cash 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

$1,790,015 
400 

601,500 

These dep osits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , these 
deposits, or the resulting bank balances, must be fully secured by federal dep osit insurance 
or the pled ge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The market value of the 
pledged securities plus the federal dep osit in suran ce m ust at all tim es equal th e am ount on 
deposit with  th e fiscal agent bank. The securities ar e held in th e nam e of th e pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both par ties. 

Cash and cash equivalents (bank balan ces) at June 30, 2003, are secured as follows: 

Bank balan ces 

Federal deposit insuran ce 
Pled ged  securities 

Total 

11 

$2,418,174 

$1,655,529 
1,978,090 



LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the name of th e fiscal 
agent bank rather than in th e nam e of the clerk, they are considered uncollateralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statu tory requirem ent on th e custodial bank to advertise 
and sell th e pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the clerk that the fiscal 
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that 
securities held by a third party shal l be deem ed to be held in the clerk's nam e. 

G . VACATIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

A ll em ployees of the clerk of court's offi ce earn from  two to three weeks of vacation 
leave each year , depending on length  of service. All em ployees of th e clerk's office ear n 
five days of sick leave annually. Vacation leave m ust be used during the year earned. 
Sick leave m ay be accum ulated up to a m axim um  of thirty days. Upon term ination of 
em ploym ent, em ployees are paid for accum ulated  sick leave at their current rate of pay. 

At June 30, 2003, employees had accumulated  and vested $14,814 in sick leave 
benefits, which is included in general long-term  obligations in th e accom panying financial 
statem ents. The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current year expenditure when 
leave is actually taken or when em ployees are paid for accrued sick leave upon separ ation 
of em ploym ent. 

H . TOTAL COLUM N ON TH E 
BALAN CE SH EET 

The total column on the balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) to 
indicate that it is presented  only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in th is column does 
not present financial position in conform ity with U .S. generally accepted accoun ting 
principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations  have 
not been m ade in th e aggregation of th is data . 

2. RECEIVABLES 

The receivables of $64,682 June 30, 2003, are as follows 
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LIN COLN PARISH  CLERK  OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Class of receivables: 
Fees, charges, an d com m issions for services 

Court costs, fees, and charges 
Court attendance 
Criminal fee s 

Total 

3. CH AN G ES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

N on 
General Support 
Fund Fund Total 

$37,536 $11,690 
13,140 
2.316 

$49,226 
13,140 
2.316 

$52,992 $11,690 $64,682 

A sum m ary of changes in offi ce furnishings and equipm ent follow s 

Balance at July 1, 2002 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance atJune 30, 2003 

4. PENSION PLAN  

$233,245 
81,596 
N ON E 

Substantially all employee s of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court ar e m em bers of the Louisiana Clerks 

of Court Retirement an d Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defmed benefit pension 
plan  adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular employee s who ar e under the age of 60 at the tim e of original employm ent ar e required 
to participate in  the System . Em ployee s who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credi ted  
serv ice are entitled  to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, eq ual to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year  of credited  service rendered on or before June 30, 1999, and 3.33 per cent 
of their fin al-avera ge salary for ea ch year of cred ited  service rendered on or after Julyl, 1999, not to 
exceed  100 percent of their fmal-avem ge salary . Fin al-average salary is the employee's average salary 

over the 36 consecutive or joined  months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate 
with at lea st 12 year s of serv ice and do not withdraw their em ployee  contributions m ay retire at or after 
age 55 an d receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The System al so provides dea th and 
disabifity benefits. Benefits are established  or am ended  by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that in cludes fin an cial statem ents and 
required  supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtain ed  by writing to the 
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LINCOLN PARISH CLERK  OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite B 1, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (225) 293-1162. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 10.0 percent of their annual covered salary 
and the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an  actuarially determ ined rate. The 
current rate is 10 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System  also include one-fourth 

of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orlean s Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax 
rolls of each par ish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m embers an d the Lincoln Parish Clerk of 
Court ar e established and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statu te 

11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
year  based  on th e results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Lincoln Par ish Clerk of Court's 

contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 2003, 2002, and 2001, were $36,544, $37,844, 
an d $36,028, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year . 

5. PO ST RETIREM ENT BENEFITS 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court provides certa in health  car e and life in surance benefits for retired 
em ployees. Substa ntially all of the clerk's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefits if th ey reach 
norm al retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court . These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided through an in surance com pany whose m onth ly prem iums ar e 

paid jointly by the employee and the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing 
these benefits (the clerk's cost of premiums) as an  expenditure when the premiums are due. The clerk's 
costs for the year ended  June 30, 2003, was $81,006. Of that amount, $10,512 was for retiree benefits. 

6. CHAN GES IN AGENCY FUND BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of chan ges in agency fund balan ces due to others follow s 

Balance at July 1, 2002 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance at June 30, 2003 

Advan ce Registry 
Deposit of Court Non Support 
Fund Fund Fund Total 

$437,482 $269,387 $11 $706,880 
528,938 992,134 56,067 1,577,139 

(510,054) ~387,852) (55,978) (953,884) 

$456,366 $873,669 $100 $1,330,135 
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LIN CO LN PARISH CLERK  OF COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

CH ANGES IN COM PENSATED 
ABSENCES PAYABLE 

Com pensated absences payable at July 1, 2002 
Additions 
Reductions 

Adjustments 
Compensated absences payable at June 30, 2003 

$7,165 
18,052 

(9,642) 
(761) 

The adjustments to compensated absences are for the change in hourly rates from the beginning of the 
fiscal period to th e end. 

8. LITIG ATIO N AND CLA IM S 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is not involved in any litigation at June 30, 2003, nor is she aware 
of any unasserted claim s. 

9. EXPEND ITURES O F TH E CLERK  O F CO UR T 
PAID BY THE PARISH PO LICE JU RY 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's offi ce is located in th e parish courthouse. The cost of 
m aintaining and operatin g th e courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
th e Lincoln Parish Police Jury. 
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SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RM ATION SCHEDULES 
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The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds 

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court litigation. 
W ithdrawals of the fu nds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 

NO N SUPPO RT FUND 

The Non Support Fund accounts for funds which have been received from  th e Louisiana D epartm ent 

of Social Services after judgement has been rendered in court litigation. The funds are disbursed to the 
appropriate governing bodies and others. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK  OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable 

Due to General fund 

Unsettled deposits due to others 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 2003 

Schedule 1 

ADVANCE REGISTRY NON 
DEPOSIT OF COURT SUPPORT 
FUND FUND FUND TOTAL 

$456,366 $873,669 

$456,366 
$456~366 

18- 

$873,669 
$873,669 

$2,311 
9,379 

100 

$2,311 
9,379 

1,330,135 

$1,341,825 



 

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in 
Unsettled Deposits Due to Others 
For the Year Ended Itme 30, 2003 

Schedule 2 

ADVANCE REGISTRY NON 
DEPOSIT O F COURT SUPPORT 
FUND FUND FUND TOTAL 

UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT JUNE 30, 2002 $437,482 $269~387 $11 $706,880 

ADDITIONS 
Deposits - suits and successions 
Interest earned on investm ents 

Total additions 
Total 

REDUCTIONS 

Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Settlements to litigants 
Appraiser, curators, and keepers 
Stenographer's fees 
Sheriffs fees 
Other fees 
Other reductions 
Total reductions 

528,938 

528~938 
966.420 

289,459 
134,420 
4,889 
5,581 
40,721 
2,928 
32.056 

387,852 

56,067 

56,067 
56.078 

46,856 

9,122 

1,569,718 
7,421 

1,577,139 
2.284.019 

336,315 
522,272 
4,889 
5,581 
49,843 
2,928 
32.056 

510.054 387.852 55.978 953.884 

UN SETTLED DEPOSITS AT June 30, 2003 $456,366 $873,669 $100 $1,330,135 
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Independent Auditors' Report Required 
by Governm ent Auditing Standards 

The follow ing independent auditors' report on com pliance and internal control over finan cial reporting 
is presented in com pliance with the requirem ents of Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, issued by the 
Society of Louisiana Certified Public Account an ts an d the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 



LITTLE &  A SSO CIA TES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Independent Auditors' Report on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial R eport ing 

LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

W m. TODD HTTLE. CPA 
CHARLES R. MARCHBANKS, JR.. CPA 

W e have audited the general purpose f'mancial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court as of and 
for the year ended June 30, 2003 and have issued  our report thereon dated  October 14, 2003. W e 
conducted  our audit in  accordance with U .S. generally accepted  auditing standa rds and the stan dards 
applicable to fmancial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the Comptroller 
General of the United  States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court' s financial 
statem ents are free of material m isstatem ent, we perform ed  tests of its complian ce with certain provisions 
of law s, regulations, contracts an d grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on the determ ination of fin ancial am ounts. H owever, providing an  opinion on compliance with 

those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
The results of our tests disclosed  no instances of noncomplian ce that are required  to be reported  under 
Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

In tern al Control O ver Financial Report ing 
In planning an d perform in g our audit, we considered the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's internal control 
over f'mancial reporting in order to determ ine our auditin g procedures for th e purp ose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over finan cial 
reportin g. Our consideration of the internal control over finan cial rep ortin g would not nec essarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control over finan cial rep orting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A 
material weakness is a condition in  whi ch the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would 
be material in re lation to the f'man cial statem ents bein g audited  m ay occur and not be detected  within a 
tim ely pe riod by employee s in the normal course of perform ing their assigned  functions. W e noted no 
m atters involving the internal control over finan cial reportin g and its operation that we consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 

21 

PHONE {318) 361-9600 FAX (318) 361-9620 805 NORTH 31 ~ STREET MONROE, LA 71201 
MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. BOX 4058 * MONROE, LA 71211-4058 



LINCOLN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 
Independent Auditors' Report on Compliance 
And Internal Control Over Financial Reporting, etc 
June 30, 2003 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court, 
m anagem ent of the clerk's office, and Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not 
be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

M onroe, Louisian a 
October 14, 2003 
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Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Summ ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

There were no audit fin dings reported in  the audit for th e year  ended June 30, 2002 

Schedule 4 


