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FOREST FIRE DISTRICT 
Forest, Louisiana 

TRANSM ITTAL LETT ER 
ANNUAL G ENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Office of the Legislative Auditor 
Attention: M s. JeAnne Sanders 
1600 North Third Street 
Post Office Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 

Dear M s. Sanders 

M ay 07, 2002 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514, enclosed are the 
annual financial statem ents for the Forest Fire District as of and for the 
year ended Decem ber 31,2001. The report includes all funds under 
the control and authority of the fire district. The accom panying financial 
statem ents have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely 
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3181428-3549 

JOHN M . GATHINGS 
Certified Public Accountant 

Hwy. 2 East - Oak G rove, t.ouisiana 71263 

R. L. Frazier, Fire Chief 

Forest Fire District 
Forest. Louisiana 

P.O . Box 1088 

NDEPENDENT ACCO UNTANT'S REPORT 

I have compiled the accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
the Forest Fire District as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001, in 
accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review Services 

issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting 
that is the representation of m anagem ent 

n the form of financial statem ents inform - 

I have not audited or reviewed the 
accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and, accordingly, do not 
express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them . 

In accordance w ith the Louisiana G overnm ental Audit G uide and the provisions 
of state law , I have issued a report, dated M ay 07, 2002, on the results of our 

agreed-upon procedures. 
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FO REST FIRE DISTRICT 
Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account G roups 

ASSETS: 
Cash in Bank 
Certificate of Deposit 
Fixed Assets 

Decem ber" 31, 2001 

ABILITIES and FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES: 
Notes Payable-Regions 

TO TAL LIAB ILITIES 

FUND BALANCE: 
Investm ent in 

G eneral Fixed Assets 

FUND BALANCE: 

Undesignated 

TO TAL FUND BALANCE 

TOTAL LIABILITES 
and FUND BALANCE 

Governm ental 
Fund Tvoe 

Account 

G roup 

EXHIBIT A 

Totals 
M em o O nly 

General 
Fund 

$26,653 
95,421 

General 
Fixed Assets 

$o 
0 

144,813 

$26,653 
95,421 
144,813 

$122,074 $144,813 $266,887 

$o $o 

$0 $144,813 $144,813 

$122,074 

$122,074 

$o 

$144,813 

122,074 

$266,887 

$122,074 $144,813 $266,887 

THE ACCO M PANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEG RAL PART O F THIS STATEM ENT 
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EXHIBIT B 

FO REST FIRE DISTRICT 
Statem ent of Receipts, Disbursem ents and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

RECEIPTS: 
Interest 
Grant 
Insurance Rebate 
M iscellaneous 

Sales Tax 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENDITURES: 
Repairs to Fire Truck 
Supplies 
Training 
Professional Fees 
M aintenance 

Insurance 
Fuel 

O ffice Supplies 
Utilities 
Capital O utlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXC ESS O F REC EIPTS OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEG INNING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT THE END O F Y EAR 

THE ACCOM PANYING NOTES ARE AN NTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEM ENT 
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$5,102 
14,850 
3,342 

639 
46,161 

$70,094 

$1,026 
858 
600 

1,200 
939 

7,510 
386 

678 
3,854 

24,423 

$41,474 

$28,620 

$93,454 

$122,074 



 

FO REST FIRE DISTRICT 
Statem ent of Revenues. Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

REVENUES 

Interest 

G rant 
Insurance Rebate 
M iscellaneous 
Sales Tax 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENDITURES 

M aintenance 

Truck Expenses 
Capital O utlay 
O ffice Expense 
Supplies 
Legal & Accounting 
Training 
Utilities 
Insurance 
Fuel 

Budget as 
Am ended Actua 

EXHIBIT C 

Variance 

Favorable 
U nfavorable 

$5,0O0 
14,850 
3,350 
650 

46,150 

$70,000 

$950 
1,050 

24,425 

675 
850 

1,200 
600 

3,850 
7,500 

400 

$5,102 
14,850 
3,342 
638 

46,162 

$102 
0 

(8) 
(12) 
"12 

$70,094 $94 

$939 
1,026 

24,423 
678 

858 
1,200 
600 

3,854 
7,510 
386 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $41,500 $41,474 .~  

EXCESS O F RECEIPTS OVER 
EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANC E AT BEG INNING O F 
Y EAR 

FUND BALANC E AT THE END O F Y EAR 

$28,500 $28,620 $120 

$93,454 
$121,954 

$93,454 
$122,074 

THE ACCO M PANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART O F THIS STATEM ENT 
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FO REST FIRE D ISTRICT 

Forest, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2001 

This legal entity was established to provide fire protection for the political subdivision 
of W ard 3 in the parish of W est Carroll. This entity operates independent of any other 
parish governing body, but functions under guidelines set forth by the W est Carroll 
Parish Police Jury. All m em bers of the board serve with no com pensation. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES: 

A. BASIS O F PRESENTATIO N 

The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Fiske Union Fire 
District have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principle.,;. 

B. REPO RTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the W est Carroll 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for W est Carroll Parish. The 

financial reporting entity consist of (a) the primary government (police jury), 
(b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and 
(c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the 
prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 
Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining w hich com ponent units should be 
considered part of the W est Carroll Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. 

The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity 
is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 



FO REST FIRE D ISTRICT 

Forest, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Endexl D ecem ber 31, 2001 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury 

2. Organizatons for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority 
but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

3. O rganizations for which the reporting entity's financial statem ents would 
be m isleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature of significance of the relationship. 

Because the Forest Fire District is fiscally dependent on the police jury, 
the district was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the W est Carroll Parish Police 
Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents present 
inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the district and do not present inform - 

ation on the police jury, the general government services provided by that govern- 
m ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting 

entity. 

C. FUND ACCO UNTING 

The district uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to 
certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O n 
the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recored in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

The only fund for the district is the governm ental fund. Governm ental funds 
account for the district's general activities, including the collection and disbursem ent 



FO REST FIl~dg D ISTRICT 
Forest, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

of specific or legally restricted m onies, the acquisition or construction of general 
fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. Governm ental funds of 
the district include: 

1. General Fund - the general operating fund of the district and accounts for all 
financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds 

D. BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by 

its m easurem ent focus. The governm ental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current 
assets and liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. O perating state- 

m ents of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The 
m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by the governm ental funds. The govern- 
m ental funds use the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues: 
All revenues are recorded w hen received 

Expenditures: 
Expenditures are generally recognizable under the m odified accrual basis of 

accounting, when the liability is incurred. 

E. BUDG ETARY PRACTICES: 

The Forest Fire District did adopt a budget for the year 2001 
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FO REST FII~E D ISTRICT 

Forest, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and 
m oney m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits and those 
investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law , the district 

m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, m oney 
m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law or 
any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. 

G . INVESTM ENTS 

Investments are limited by Louisiana Revised Statue (R.S.) 33:2955 and the 
political subdivision's investm ent policy. If the original m aturities of investm ents 
exceeds 90 days, they are classified as investm ents; however, if the original 
m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 
All investm ents are bank certificates of deposits and are stated at cost. 

H. FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased or constructed 
and the related assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group. No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. No depreciation has been 
provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

The district has no paid em ployees therefore there is no policy relating to 
vacation and sick leave. 
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FO REST FIllE D ISTRICT 

Forest, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
For the Y ear EndeA D ecem ber 31, 2001 

J, LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governm ental funds are 
reported in the general long-term obligations account group. The district 
had no capital leases or long-term obfigations as of Decem ber 31,2001. 

K. FUND EQ UITY 

Reserves 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for 

expenditures or tegaUy segregated for a specific future use. 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of 

financial resources. 

L. SALES TAXES: 

In 1997 the W est Carroll Parish Policy Jury passed a 112% sales tax for 
fire protection in W est Carroll Parish, This tax is divided am ong the fire protection 

districts for this purpose, This tax was a 10 year tax. 

M . TOTAL COLUM NS ON STATEM ENTS 

The total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned M em orandum O nly to indicate 
that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns 
do not present financial position or result of operations in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. 
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FO REST FIRE D ISTRICT 

Forest, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

2. CASH AND CASH EQ UIVALENTS 

The Forest Fire District m aintains its checking accounts in the Regions Bank 
in Oak G rove, Louisiana. The District had a balance in its accounts on 

December 31, 2001 of $26,653. These accounts are insured by the FDIC 
in the amount of $100,000.00. 

3. INVESTM ENTS 

The district has four certificate of deposits in Regions Bank w hich are stated at 

cost on the enclosed statements. The certificates had a total balance of $95,421 
on December 31, 2001. All accounts are insured by the FDIC in the amount of $100,000 

4. C HANG ES IN G EN ERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Land 
Building 
Equipm ent 

Balance 

January 1, 
2001 .Additions 

$0.00 
$32,529.00 
$88,123.15 

$0.00 
$0.00 

~;24,422.81 

Deletions 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$262.00 

Balance 

Decem ber31 

2001 

$0.00 
$32,529.00 
$112,283.96 

Total $120,652.15 $24,422.81 $262.00 $144,812.96 

7. LEASES 

The district records item s under capital leases as assets and obligations in the 
accom panying financial statem ents. The Forest Fire District had no capital leases 
at Decem ber 31, 2001. 
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FO REST FIRE D ISTRICT 

Forest, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 3J, 2001 

B. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

There are no related party transactions to disclose as required by FASB 57 

9. LITIGATION AND CLAIM S 

The Forest Fire District is not a defendent in any litigation seeking dam ages 

10. CO M BINING O F REPO RTS 

Due to a ruling by the Legislative Auditor's office after Decem ber 30, 2000's report was 
filed, the Forest Fire District and the Forest Volunteer Fire District are reported 
as a single entity. Accordingly, all assets have been com bined on one financial statem ent 
As a result of this action, the assets and fund balances for the report w ill appear to be 
inconsistent w ith the preceding year's report. 

10. SUBSEQ UENT EVENTS 

There were no events that occurred after year end and the issuing of this report that 
would m aterially effect the financial statem ents as issued. 
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318/428-3549 

JOHN M . GATHINGS 
Certified Public Accountant 

Hwy. 2 East - O ak G rove, Louisiana 71263 

P.O . Box 1088 

INDEPENDENT ACCO UNTANT'S REPO RT 
on APPLYING AG REED-UPO N PRO CEDURES 

R. L. Frazier, Fire Chief 
Forest Fire District 
Forest. Louisiana 71242 

I have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governm ent Audit G uide 
and enum erated below, which were agreed to by the Forest Fire District and the 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating 

m anagem ent's assertions about the Forest Fire District's com pliance with certain laws 
and regulations during the year ended Decem ber 31,2001 included in the accom panying 
Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagem ent was 
perform ed in accordance w ith standards established by the Am erican Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the 
responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, I m ake no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below 

either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

PUBLIC BID LAW  

1. Select all expenditures made during the year for m aterial and supplies exceeding 
$15,000, or public works exceeding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases 
were made in accordance with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 ( the public bid law). 

There were one purchases m ade during the period that exceeded the spending 
lim its set by LSA-RS 38:2211-2251. The bid law was followed. 

CO DE O F ETHICS FO R PUBLIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLOYEES 

2. O btain from m anagem ent a list of the im m ediate fam ily m em bers of each board 

member as defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of 
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3 

4 

outside business interests of all board m em bers and em ployees, as well as 
their im m ediate fam ilies. 

M anagem ent provided us with the required list including the noted inform ation 

O btain from m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under 
exam ination. 

A~I persons involved with the fire district serve on a voluntary basis 

Determ ine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained from 

management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were included on the ~isting on the 
listing obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate 
fam ily m em bers. 

There were no em ployees for the fire district 

BUDGETING 

5. O btained a copy of the budget and all am endm ents 

6 

M anagem ent provided us with a copy of the original budget. There were no 
am endm ents to the budget during the year. 

Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures to determ ine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted 
am ounts by m ore than 5% 

I com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues 
and expenditures. The budget was within the 5% lim it. The budget had a 
positive revenue am ount w hen com pared to the disbursem ents. 

ACCO UNTING AND REPO RTING 

7. Random ly selected 6 disbursem ents m ade during the period under exam ination and 

(a) trace payments to supporting docunlentation as to proper amounts and payee: 

I exam ined supporting docum entation for each of the six selected disbusem ents 
and found that paym ents was for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee 
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8 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and genera 
ledger account; and 

All paym ents were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account 

(c) detemine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

nspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected disbursem ents 
ndicated that each check had 2 signatures as required by the Fire District Board 

M EETING S 

Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute 
book were posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42-12 

(the open meeting law). 

The Forest Fire District m et on an irregular basis. Each tim e there was a m eeting 
each m em ber of the Board w as inform ed of the m eeting by the Fire Chief. 

DEBT 

9. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine whether 
any such deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness 

I inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under exam ination and 
noted that no deposits appeared to be from loan proceeds. 

ADVANCES AND BO NUSES 

10. Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determ ine whether any 

paym ents have been m ade to em ployees which m ay constitute bonuses, 
advances, or gifts. 

There w ere no em ployees for the fire district 

The prior year report, for the period ended Decem ber 31, 2000, was a com pilation 
and no findings were listed and no m anagem ent letter was issued. 
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I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which 
would be the expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly 
I do not express such an opinion. Had I perform ed additional procedures, other 
m atters m ight have com e to m y attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the Forest Fire District 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who 
have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficency of the 
procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a m atter of public record and 
its distribution is not lim ited. 
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Governmentl 

,,~PE,'/-- ,.~O: ~o~2~.Date Transmitted) 

(Auditors) 

In connection with your compilation of our financial statements as of [date) and for the year then 
ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Govern m ental 
Audit Guide, we make the following representations to you. W e accept full responsibility for our 
com pliance with the following laws and regulation and the internal controls over com pliance with 
such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated our com pliance with the following laws and 
regulations prior to making these representations. 

These reprasentalions are based on the informalion available 1o us as of (dale of 
completion/representations). 

Public Bid Law 
it is true that we have com plied with the public bLd law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where 
applicable, the regulations of the Division of Administration, State Purchasing Office.. 

Yes [ ~]-.'No [ ] 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 
It is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a 
service, loan, or promise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. 

Yes [,...-.~No [ ] 
II is true lha( no m em ber of the im mediate fam ily of any mem ber of the governing aulhodty, or the 
chief executive of the governmental entity, has been em ployed by the governm ental entity after 
April 1, 1980, under circumstances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes [=--]~-No [ ] 

Budgeting 
W e have com plied with the state budgeting requirem ents of the Local Government Budget Act 
(LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes [~ No [ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 
All non-exem pt governmental records are available as a public record and have been retained for 
at least three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes [ ~V~lo [ ] 
W e have flied our annual financial statements in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 
39:92, as applicable. 

Yes[v'~ o[ ] 
W e have had our financial statements audited or com piled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513. 

Yes[ ~..~ 0 [ ] 



M eetings 
W e have com plied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 through 
42:12. 

Yes ~  No [ ] 

Debt 
It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake 
purchases in the ordinary course of administratien, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase 
agreements, without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided by Article VII, 
Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Arlicle VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana 
Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yes.D~ No [ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 
It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of 
Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79- 
729 

Yes ["~ 0 [ ] 
W e have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well 
as any contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have m ade available to you 
docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any com m uaication.,~ from regulatory agencies or other sources 
concerning any possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any 
com m unications received between the end of the period under examination and the issuance of 
this report. W e acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any known noncom pliance 
which m ay occur subsequent 1o the issuance of your report, 

Secretary. 
Treasurer 

,c,-~,, c,;,'
,~ 

Date 
Date 
Date 


