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LITTLE & BANKS LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Independent Auditor's Report 
WEST CARROLl, PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Win. TODD LITTLE,CPA KERRY J. RANKS, CPA CHARLES R. MARCHBANKS. JR.. CPA VERNON R. COON, CPA 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial sta{ements of tile West Carroll Parish Assessor, a component unit of the West Carroll Parish Police Jury, as of December 31,2000, and for the year then ended, as listed in fl~e table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the West Carroll Parish Assessor's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general puq~ose financial statements based on our audit. We condncted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards rcNnire thai we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial stalements are fi'ee of material miss|atement. An audit inclndes examining, on a test basis, evidence Sul)porling the amounts and disclosures in the general puq)ose financial statements. An audit also inch;des assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evah|ating the overall general puq)ose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our ol)inion, fl|e general purpose financial statements referred to above l)resent fairly, in all material respects, lhe financial position of the Wesl Carroll Parish Assessor as of December 31, 2000, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting princil)les. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated January 19, 2001, on the West Carroll Parish Assessor's compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts, and our consideration of the agency's internal control over financial reporling. That reporl is an integral part of an andit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 
West Monroe, Louisiana January 19, 2001 
PHONE (3181 361-9600 FAX (318) 36%9620 MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. BOX 1435 2211 N. 7TH, SUITE 200 WEST MONROE, LA 7129 ~ WEST MONROE, LA 71294-1435 



GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (OVERVIEW) 
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WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana All. FONt3 TYPES AND AC.COUNT GROUPS Balance Sheet, December 31, 2000 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Receivables: Ad valorem taxes Stale revenue sharing Office filrnishings and equipment Amounl to be provided for retirement of long4erm obligations TOTAL ASSETS LIAI~II.ITIigS AND FUND F~QUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Withholdings payable Compensated absences payable Total Liabilities Fund l'~quity: Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance - unreserved - tmdesignated Tolal Fund Equity TOTAL LIABII]TIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Statement A 

ACCOUNT GROUPS GOVERNMENTAL GENERAL TOTAl, FUND TYPE - LONG TERM FIXED (MEMORANDtJM GENF, RAL FOND. OBLIGATIONS ASSIETS ONL,Y) 
$92,418 136,021 12,925 
$241.364 
$~62 80 242 
241,122 241.122 
$241.364 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of tiffs statement 

$1,337__ 

$92,418 
136,021 12,925 $27,937 27,937 
____ 1,337 

$1,337 1,337 NONE 

$270,638 
$t62 80 1,337 1.579 $27,937 27,937 241,122 269.059 $270,638 



 

WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana GOVEP, NMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended December 31, 2000 

REVENUES Taxes - ad valorem Slate reventle sharing Fees, charges, and commissions for services Use of money and property - interest earnings Olher revenues Total revenues EXPENI)ITURES General government - taxation: Current: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Tolal expenditures 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
45,000 19,000 700 6,500 
171.200 
154,000 10,000 4,000 1,000 169.000 EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 2,200 

$154,058 19,443 700 6,657 49 180.907 
154,675 15,021 74 1,372 171.142 9,765 FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 231.357 231.357 FUNq~ BAI.ANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of O~is statement. 
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Slalemenl B 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLI~) 
$9,058 443 157 49 9.707 
(675) (5,021) 3,926 (372) _ (2,142) 7.565 NONE $7.565 



WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to lhe Financial Statements As of and For tile Year Ended December 31,2000 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile assessor is elected by tile voters of tile parish and serves a lenn of four years, beginning fl~e second January 1st following tile year ill which elected. The assessor assesses all real and movable property in the parish, subject to ad valorem taxation, prepares lax rolls, and submits the rolls to the Lonisiana "lax Commission and other governmental bodies as prescribed by law. The assessor is authorizext to appoint as many deputies as necessary for the efficient operation of his office and to provide assistance to the |axpayers of the parish. The deputies are authorized to perform all functions of file office, but the assessor is officially and pecuniarily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 
At December 31,2000, there are 17,300 real, movable, and public service assessment listitags totaling $47,896,820. This represents a decrease of 41 assessment listings at December 31, 2000. The total assessed valuation increased by $2,167,773 for the year ended December 31,2000. 
A. REPORTING ENTITY 
As file governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, tile West Carroll Parish Police Jury is the financial reporling entity for West Carroll Parish. The financial reporling entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations fox' which file primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship wifll the primary governlnenl are such that exclusion would cause tile reporling entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Govermnental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the West CarrollParish Police Jury forfinancial reportingpurposes. Thebasiccriteria for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 
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WE, ST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, L~uisiana Notes lo the Financial Slatemenls (Continued) 

2 

Appoinling a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and; a 
b 
The ability of file police july to impose its will on that organization and/or; The polential for tile organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on file police jury. Organizations for which file police jury does not appoint a voting majority bol are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial slatemenls would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of lhc nature or significance of the relationship. Because tile police jury maintains and operates tile parish courthouse in which tile assessor's office is located, the assessor was delermined to be a colnponent nnil of the W~st Carroll Parisl~ Po~:Je~ 3u~, ~he fina~'~a~, r~porti~g ~n'tit~. The, a~eo~pa~;a~g financial statements present information only on the fimds maintained by lhe assessor and do not present infol~nation on the police jury, rite general government services provided by Ihat govemmenlal nail, or the olher govemmenlal ~lnits that comprise the financial reporting entity, B. FUND ACCOUNTING 
Tile assessor uses fimds and accoun! groups to report on its financial posilion and the result s of its operations. Fnnd acconnting is designed to demonsfrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain government finlclions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that comprises its assels, liabilities, fired equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial repolaing device designed to provide aceountabilily for certain assets and liabilities (general fixexl assets and general long-term deb0 that are not recorded ill file "fnnds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. They are concerned only with the measnrement of financial posilion, not with the measurement of results of operations, 
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WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSE.SSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements (Contimmd) 
Funds are classified into three categories; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Each category, in tnm, is divided into separate "fired types". Govermnental fimds are used to account for a govenmmnt's general activities, where the foctls of attention is on the providing of services to fl~e public as opposed to proprietary fimds where the focns of attention is on recovering file cost of providing services 1o the public or other ageneies through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held for others. The assessor's current operations require the use of governmental flmds (General Fund) and fiducialT fimds (Deferred Compensation Agency Fund). Ad valorem lax revenue, aulhorized by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1925.3, is accounted for in the General Fund. General operating expenditures are paid from the General Fund. 

C. GENERAL FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM DEBT Fixed assets nsed in governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, ~alher lhan in the General Fund. Fixed assets provided by the police jury are not recorded in tile general fixed assets account group. Approximately 89 per cent of fixed assets are valued at actual historical costs, based on the actual costs of like items, while the remaining 11 per cent are based on estimated historical costs. No depreciation has been providexl on general fixed assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at December 31, 2000. 
D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
The financial repolting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement foens. All governmental flmds are aecomlted for using a current financial resources measuremenl focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for lhese funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accotmting is nsed for reporting all governmental fired types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they are bofll measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amounl of the tlansaction can be determined and "available" means collectible wilhin tim current period or soon enough lhereafler to be used lo pay liabililies of lhe current period. The assessor uses the following practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 
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WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Noles to the Financial Slatements (Continued) 
]~,even n cos Ad valorem taxes are recolzled in tile year tile taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, attach as all enforceable lien, and become due and payable on the date the tax rolls are filed with tile recorder of morlgages. I.~misiana Revised Statute 47:1993 requires that tile tax roll be filed on or before November 15 of each year. Ad valorem laxes become delinquent if not paid by Deeember 31. The laxes are normally collected in December of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. Slate revenue sharing, which is based on population and homesteads in the parish, is recorded as revenue in lieu of taxes in the year received whicl~ coincides with the recognition of the related ad valorem taxes discussed above. Fees for preparing lax rolls are recorded in tile year prepared 
Interest income on demand deposits is recorded montldy when the inieresl is earned and cl~ediied to the account. 
Based on lhe above cri|eria, ad valorem taxes, slate revenue sharing and fees for preparing tax rolls have been treated as susceptible lo accrual Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fired liability is incurred. 

E. BUDGET PRACTICES The l)roposed budget for lhe Genel~d Fund, prepared on tile modified accnml basis of accounting, is made available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adopted by the assessor and amended during tile year, as necessary. The budget is established and controUed by the assessor at the object level ofexpendilure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be real)propriated for lhe following year to be expended. All changes in the budget must be approved by the assessor. 
-9- 



WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Conlinued) 
Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management contl'ol device during tile year. Budgeled amounts included in tile accompanying financial statemeJ~t include the original adopted budget amounts. There was one budget amendment for the year ended I)ecember 31, 2000. F. CASIt AND CASII F~QUIVALENTS Under state law, the assessor may deposit ftmds within a fiscal agenl bank organized under the laws of/he State of Louisiana, Ihe laws of any other slale in the 1talon, or the laws of the United States. The assessor may invest in certificates and time deposils of state banks organiz~,xl under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At December 31, 2000, the assessor has cash and cash exluivalents (book balances) totaling $92,418, as follows: 
Demand deposits Time deposits Total 

$2.9,070 63.348 
These deposits arc slated at cosl, which approximales market. Under stale law, these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, lnnst be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on dcposil with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mullmlly acceptable to both parlies. Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 2000, total $96,348, and are fiflly secured hy federal deposit insnrance, G. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE All employees are glanled from 14 to 2 J days of noncumulative vacation leave and 12 to 18 days of sick leave each year, depending on length of service, and may accumulate up to 20 days. At December 31, 2000, there are no accumulaled and vested benefils relating to vacation that require accrual or disclosure. At December 31, 2000, employees had aecumulaled and vested $1,337 in sick leave benefits, which is included in general long-term obligations in the accompanying financial statements. The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current year expenditure when leave is actually taken or when employees are paid for accn~ed sick leave upon separalion of employment. 
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WEST CARROLL PARISIt ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes lo tile Financial Stalements (Continned) 
II. RISK MANAGEMENT Tile assessor is exposed to various risk of loss related to torts; flmfl of, (lamage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; and injuries to employees. To handle such risk of loss, lhe assessor maintains commercial insurance policies covering workmen's compensation and surety bond coverage. No claims were paid on ally of tile polMes during the past three years which exceeded the policies' coverage amounts. There were no significant reductions in insurance coverage during the year ended December 31,2000. 
TOTAL COLUMN ON TIlE BALANCE SItEET The total cohmm on tile balance sheet is cal)tioned Memorandmn Only to indicate that il is 1)resented only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this cohmm does not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting princil)les. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. PRINCII*AL TAXPAYERS Tile following are tile principal taxpayers for tile parish and their 2000 assessed valuation 

Trunkline Gas Company Entergy Louisiana, Inc. Southern Natural Gas Company Bellsouth Telecommuniealions Regions Bank of Louisiana ANR Pipeline Company Ruffin Building Systems, Inc. Northeast Louisiana Power Coq) Comco, LLC Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. Total CIIANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

Per CP, ll | 2000 of Total Assessed Assessed Vahmtion . Valuation $11,970,470 24.99% 1,589,350 3.32% 1,211,960 2.53% 1,177,330 2.46% 1,179,230 2.46% 991,130 2.07% 737,960 1.54% 711,900 1.49% 478,860 1.00% 358.850 0.75 % 

A summary of changes in office furnishings and equil)ment follows 
42.61% 



WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

years 

Balance at January 1, 2000 Additions Deletions Balance at December 31, 2000 
$32,942 NONE (5,00,5,._)_ $27,937 Tile beginning balance at January l, 2000 has been adjusled to reflect assets not added in prior 

4. PENSION PLAN Substantially all employees of tile West Carroll Parish Assessor's office are members of tile Louisiana Assessor's Retirement System (system), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), colltrolled and administered by a separate board of trtls/ees, All full-lime employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and are not drawing retirement benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana are rexluired to participate in the system, Employees who retire, at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited service are entitlezl to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of cl~xlited service, not to exceed 1001)er cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined monlhs that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate wilh at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employe~ contributions may retire at or afler age 55 and receive the benefit accruexl to their date of termination. The system also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are establishexl by state statute. The system issues an annual publicly available reporl that includes financial statements and required SUl~plemenlary information for the system. That report may be obtained by writing 1o the Louisiana Assessor's Reliremenl System, Post Office l~ox 1786, Shreveporl, Louisiana 71166-1786, or by calling (318) 425-4446. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covered salary and the West Carroll Parish Assessor is reqoirezl 1o conlriblJle al an acluarially determined rate. Tile current rate is 5.75 per cent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the system include one- fourth of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by Ihe lax rolls of each parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by the legislalure. The contribution requirements of plan members and file West Carroll Parish Assessor are established and may be amended by slate statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the en~ployer contributions are determined by actuarial vahmtion and are subject to change each year based on Ihe results of the valualion for the prior fiscal year. The West Carroll Parish Assessor's contributions to the system for lhe years 
12- 



WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Noles lo Ihe Financial Slalements (Conlinued) 
ending December 31, 2000, 1999, and 1998, were $7,449, $7,323, and $6,647, respectively, equal to lhe requirexl conlributions for each year. 
5. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS At December 31,2000, fl~e West Carroll Parish Assessor is not involved in any litigalion, nor is lie aware of any unassertexl claims. 
6 I~XPENI)ITURES OF TIlE ASSESSOR'S OFFICE PAID BY TItE POLICE JURY 
The West Carroll Parish Assessor's office is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of maintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiaua Revised Statute 33"4713, is paid by the West Carroll Parish Police Jury. 
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Independent Auditor's Reporls Required by Gove~wment Auditing Standards 
Tile following independent auditor's report on compliance and internal control over financial repo~ling is presenled in compliance with file requirements of Government Auditing Standards, issuexl by tile Complroller General of the United States and the Louisiana GovernmentalAudit Gu#le, issuexl by lhe Society of Louisiana Cerlifiext Public Aecounianls and the Louisiana Legislalive Auditor. 
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LITTLE & BANKS LLC CERT,FIEE, PUmC ACCOUmA.TS 

Independent Audilor's Report oil Compliance and Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
WI~T CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Lonisiana 

Win, TODD LITTLE,CPA KERRY J. BANKS, CPA CHARLES R. MARCHBANKS, JR., CPA VEBNON R. COON, CPA 

We have audiled tile general imq~ose financial statements of the West Carroll t'arish Assessor as of and for lhe year ended December 31,2000 and have issued our report thereon dated January 19, 2001. We conduclexl our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable lo financial audits eonlainexl in Gow~rnment Auditing Standards, issued by the Complroller General of tile Uniled Slates. Compliance, As par( of oblaining reasonable assurance about whether the West Carroll Parish Assessor's financial statenlents are free of material misstatement, we performed lests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the delerminalion of financial amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no inslances of noncompliance that are rexluired to be reporled under GovetTtment Auditing Standards. ]nlernal Control Over ]~nancial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered lhe West Carroll Parish Assessor's internal control over financial reporling in order lo determine our auditing procedures for the propose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial repolling. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all |nailers in the internal control over financial reporting that nfighl be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or ol)eralion of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts thai would be material in relation Io lhe financial statements being audited may occur and nol be delecled wilhin a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigneA flmetio|as. We noleA no mailers involving the inlernal control over financial reporting and its operalion thai we COllsider lo be material weaknesses. 

PHONE (318) 361-9600 FAX (318) 361-9620 MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. BOX 1435 2211 N. 7TH, SUITE 200 ~ WEST MONROE, LA 7129 ~ WEST MONROE, LA 71294-1435 



WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, Louisiana Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance And lnlemal Control Over Financial Reporling, etc December 31, 2000 
This report is intended solely for the information aud use of the West Carroll Parish Assessor and management oflhe assessor's office arid is not intended to be and should riot be usexl by anyone oilier Ihan lhese specifiexl paJaies. 
West Monl~e, Louisiana January 19, 2001 
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WF~gT CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, La. Schedule of Findings and Queslioned Cosls For the Year Ended December 31, 2000 
A. SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 
2 

Sdledule I 

The audilor's report includes an unqualified opinion on the general puq)ose financial slalemenls of lhe West Carroll Parish Assessor. 
No instances of noncompliance material to the financial slalements of West Carroll Parish Assessor were disclosed during file audit. 
No 1~eporlable conditions relating to the audit of lhe financial statemenls are reporled in lhe Independent Audilor's Report on Inlernal Col~trol. 

1~. FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AUDIT 
None 
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WEST CARROLL PARISH ASSESSOR Oak Grove, La. 
Schexhde of Prior Year Findings For the Year Ended December 3], 2000 

Schedule 2 

There were no audit findings reported in the audit for the two years ended December 31, 1999 
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