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SW ITZER, ItOPKINS & MANGE 
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INDEPEN DEN T A UDITO R 'S REPO RT 

M em bers of the Board Com m issioners 
Fire Protection District No. I of Tcnsas Parish, Louisiana 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the Fire Protection 
D istrict No. 1 of Tensas Parish, 1.ouisiana as of D ecem ber 31, 2000 as listed in the table of contents. 
These general-purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of Fire Protection District N o. I of 
Tensas Parish, Louisiana's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
general-purpose financial statem cnts based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Governm ent 
A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. Those standards 
require that w e plan and perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of Fire Protection District N o. 1 of Tensas Parish, 
Louisiana, as of D ecem ber 31, 2000 and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued our report dated Junc 18, 
2001 on our consideration of the Fire Protection District N o. 1 of Tensas Parish, Louisiana's 
internal control over f'm ancial reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

E O. BOX478 FERRIDAY, LA 71334 (318)757-6511 FAX (318) 757-7206 
OFFICES IN NATCHEZ, M ISSISSIPPI 
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M em bers of the Board Com m issioners 
Fire Protection D istrict No. 1 of Tensas Parish 
Page Tw o 

O ur audit was m ade for tile purpose of form ing an opin ion on the general-purpose financial 
statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental inform ation schedules listed in the table of contents 
arc presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general 
purpose financial statem ents of the Fire Protection D istrict No. 1 of Tensas Parish, Louisiana. 
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the examination of the 
general purpose financial statem ents and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in 
relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

Fcrriday, Louisiana 
June 18, 2001 
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FIRE PR O TECTIO N DISTR ICT N O . 1 

O F TEN SA S PA RISH , LO UISIAN A 

REV ENUES 

Ad valorcm  taxes 

Sales taxes 
lntergovernm ental 

Total revenues 

EX PEND ITURES 

G eneral governm ent 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over 

expenditures 

ALL G O V ERN M ENTAL FUND TYPES 

FO R TH E YEA R END ED D ECEM BER 31, 2000 

O ther financing sources: 

Transfers in (out) 
Interest earned 
Proceeds from  borrowing 

Total other f'm ancing sources 

Excess of revenues and other 

sources over expenditures 

Fund Balance, 
Beginning of Y ear 

Fund Balance, 

End of Y ear 

G eneral 

Fund 

$ 152,573 
108,613 
14,736 

275,922 

74,879 
106,486 

181,365 

94,557 

(9,281) 
2,092 

690,000 

682,811 

D ebt 

Service 

Fund 

9,281 

9,281 

Torn| 

$ 152,573 
108,613 
14,736 

275,922 

74,879 
106,486 

181,365 

94,557 

2,092 
690,000 

692,092 

777,368 9,281 786,649 

148,395 

$ 925,763 $ 9,281 

The following notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents. 
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FIRE PR O TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 1 

O F TEN SAS PA RISH , LO UISIA NA 

REV EN UES 

A d valorem  taxes 

Sales taxes 
lntergovernm ental 

T otal revenues 

EX PEN DITURES 

G eneral governm ent 
C apital outlay 

Total expenditures 

A LL G OV ERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 
FO R TH E YEAR END ED DECEM BER 3~, 2000 

Excess of revenues over 

expenditures 

O ther financing sources: 

Transfers in (out) 
Interest earned 
Proceeds from  borrowing 

Total other financing sources 

Excess of revenues and other 

sources over expenditures 

Fund Balance, 
Beginning of Y ear 

Fund Balance, 
End of Y ear 

Budget 

142,000 

107,000 

249,000 

132,494 
105,000 

237,494 

Actual 

$ 152,573 
108,613 
14,736 

275,922 

74,879 
106,486 

181,365 

V ariance 

Favorable 

(Unfavora~g) 

$ 10,573 
1,613 
14,736 

26,922 

57,615 

(1,486) 

56,129 

11,506 94,557 83,051 

(9,281) 
2,092 

690,000 

682,811 

(9,281) 
2,092 

690,000 

682,811 

11,506 777,368 765,862 

148,395 148,395 

$ 159,901 $ 925,763 

The following notes are an integral part of these financial statements, 

$ 765,862 



INTR O DU CTIO N 

FIRE PR O TECTIO N D ISTRIC T NO . 1 
O F TEN SA S PARISH , LO UISIA NA 

DECEM BER 31, 2000 

The Tensas Parish Police Jury created the Fire Protection District N o. 1 of Tensas 
Parish, Louisiana M ay 25, 1999 by resolution. The D istrict operates in com pliance w ith 
Part I Chapter 7, Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

2. The purpose of the District is to provide fire protection. 

3. The District's boundaries are all of Tensas Parish, Louisiana. Tensas Parish is located in 
Northeast Louisiana and has a population of 6,300. 

4. A Board of Com m issioners appointed by the Tensas Parish Police Jury governs the 
D istrict. The board m em bers are presently serving w ithout com pensation. 

5. The District had no paid em ployees during 2000. 

N O TE A - SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

1. Financial Renortin~ Entity 

This report includes all funds that are controlled by or dependent of the Board of 
Com m issioners. C ontrol by or dependence on the Fire D istrict w as determ ined on the basis 
of budget adoption, authority to issue debt, appointm ent of governin g body, and other 
general oversight responsibility. 

2. Fund A ccounting 

The accounts of the Fire District are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, 

each of which is considered a separate accountin g entity . The operations of each fund are 
accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that com prises its assets, 
liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. R evenues are accounted for in these 
individual funds based upon the purpose for w hich they are to be spent and the m eans by 
which spending activities are controlled. The funds presented in the accom panying financial 
statem ents are described as follows: 

G eneral Fund 

The G eneral Fund is the general operating fund of the Fire Protection District No. 1 
of Tensas Parish. It is used to account for all financial resources except those 
required to be accounted for in another fund. 
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FIRE PR O TECTIO N D ISTR ICT NO . 1 
O F TEN SAS PAR ISH , LO UISIAN A 

NO TES TO FINANC IAL STA TEM EN TS 
DECEM BER 31, 2000 

N O TE A - SU M M ARY O F SIG N IFICANT A CCO UN TING PO LICIES-C O NTINU ED 

D ebt Service Fund 

The Debt Service Fund is used to account for the accum ulation of resources for, and the 
paym ent of, general long-term  debt principal, interest and related costs. 

G eneral Fixed Assets and G eneral Lone-Term  D ebt Account G roups 

G eneral Fixed Assets - 

The G eneral Fixed A ssets Account G roup is used to account for fixed assets used in 
governm ental fund type operations for control purposes. All fixed assets are valued at 
historical cost. D onated fixed assets are valued at their estim ated fair value on the date 
of donation. No depreciation is recorded on general fixed assets. 

G eneral Long-Term  D ebt Account G roup 

The G eneral Long-Term  Debt account G roup is used to account for long-term liabilities 
to be financed from  governm ental funds. 

3. B asis of A ccounting 

Basis of accountin g refers to w hen revenues and expenditures arc recognized and reported 
in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. The accom panying general-purpose 
financial statem ents have been prepared on the modified accrual basis (GAAP) of 
accounting. 

R evenues 

A d valorem  taxes are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem  taxes 
are assessed on a calendar year basis, becom e due on Novem ber 15, of each year, and 
becom e delinquent on Decem ber 31. The taxes are generally collected in Decem ber, 
January, and February. 

Taxes levied at 4.00 m ills of the assessed valuation of property in the district for 
acquiring, constructing, im proving, m aintaining and/or operating parish wide fire 
protection facilities and equipm ent in and for the D istrict and paying the cost of 
obtaining water for parish wide fire protection purposes. 
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FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 1 
OF TEN SA S PAR ISH , LO UISIA NA 

N O TES TO FINA NC IAL STATEM ENT 
DECEM BER 31, 2000 

N O TE A - SUM M A R Y O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO U NTING  PO LICIES-C O NTIN UED 

Sales taxes of one quarter per cent of sales in Tensas Parish were levied beginning 
O ctober 1, 1999. This tax expires Septem ber 30, 2009. 

Interest incom e on investm ents is recorded when the investm ents have m atured and 
the incom e is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded w hen received. 

Purchase of equipm ent and supplies are recorded when the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

4. Budget Practices 

Annually, the Fire D istrict adopts a budget. Appropriations lapse at year-end and the 
District does not util~ e encum brance accounting. 

5. C ash and Investm ents 

a. Deposits 

At year-end, the bank's balance of the District's deposits (checking and savings accounts) 
was $769,525. Of this balance, $400,000 was covered by FDIC insurance, $369,525 was 
covered by collateral held by its agent in the District's nam e. 

6. Total Colum n on Com bined Statem ents - O verview 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ents is captioned "M em orandum  O nly" to indicate 
that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present 
financial position or results of operations in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

N O TE B - G ENERA L LO NG -TERM  DEBT 

At Decem ber 31, 2000, long-term  debt w as com prised of the followin g: 

$690,000 - 2000 Certificates of Indebtedness due in 
annual installm ents of $70,000 to $105,000 beginning 
M arch 1, 2002 through M arch 1, 2009, interest at 5.75%  $ 690,000 



FIRE PRO TECTIO N D ISTRICT N O . 1 
O F TENSAS PARISH , LO UISIA NA 

~OTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENT 
DECEM BER 31, 2000 

N O TE B - GEN ERA L LON G -TERM  DEBT-CO NTIN UED 

The following is a sum m ary of the long-term  debt transaction for the year ended Decem ber 

31, 2000: 

Long-term  debt at beginning of year 

Borrowing during year 
Certificates retired during the year 

Balance at end of year 

The m aturity schedule for the debt is as follow s: 

N O TE C - 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 
ThereaRer 

P~ncipal 

$ 
70,000 

74,000 

78,000 

83,000 
385,000 

$ 690,000 

l~tere~ 

$ 29,095 
37,663 

33,523 

29,153 

24,524 
45,914 

$ 199,872 

$ 
690,000 

$ 690,000 

Total 
$ 29,095 

107,663 

107,523 

107,153 

107,524 
430,914 

$ 889,872 

Certificates of indebtedness require that a sinking fund be established for the paym ent of 
interest and principal. The District shall deposit into the sinking fund from  the first 
revenues of the ad vaiorem  tax a sum  equal to the principal and interest falling due on the 
certificates in that calendar year. The District is in com pliance with this covenant. 

N O TE D - CH ANG ES IN G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

The sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follow s: 

Balance 

12/31/1999 

Construction in progress $ 
Equipm ent 

Total $ 

- lo- 

A dditions 

$ 5,902 
100,584 

$ 106,486 

Deletions 
$ 

$ 

Balance 

12/31/2000 

$ 5,902 
100,584 

$ 106,486 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIA NCE A ND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L 
O VER FINANCIA L REPO RTING BA SED O N A N A UD IT 

O F FINA NCIA L STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 1N 
A CC O RDA NCE W ITH  GO VERN M EN T A UD 1T1N G STA NDARDS 

M em bers of the Board of Com m issioners 
Fire Protection D istrict No. ] of Tensas Parish 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of Fire Protection D istrict N o. 1 of 
Tensas Parish, Louisiana as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2000, and have issued our 
report flJcreon dated June 18, 2001. W e have conducted ore " audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained ill 
Governm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. 

C om pliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Fire Protection District No. 1 of Tensas 
Parish, Louisiana's general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e 
perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, 
noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial 
statem ent am ounts, ltowever, providing an opinion on com pliance with those provisions was not an 
object of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed one instance of noncom pliance that is required to be reported under Governm ent A uditing 
Standards which is listed in the accom panying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item  
2000-1. 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial Reuortine 

Ill planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Fire Protection District No. 1 of Tensas 
Parish, Louisiana's internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing 
procedures for lhe purpose of expressing our opinion on the general-purpose financial statem ents 
and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of 
the internal control over fin ancial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. 

i840 N OR~:I~I" E/E. FVA LLA C E BLVD. I'. O. BOX 478 FERRI I)AY, LA 71334 (318) 757-6511 FAX (318) 757-7206 
OFFICES IN NATCIiEZ, M ISSISSIPPI 
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M em bers of the Board of Com m issioners 
Fire Protection D istrict No. 1 of Tensas Parish 
Page Tw o 

ltow ever, w e noted one certain m atter involving the in ternal control over financial reporting and its 
operation that w e consider being a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters 
com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the in ternal 

control over financial reporting that, in our judgement, could adversely affect the Fire Protection 
District N o. 1 of Tensas Parish's ability to record, process, sum m arize and report financial data 
consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem ent in the general purpose financial statem ents. The 
reportable condition is described in  the accom panyin g schedule of findings and questioned costs as 
item  2000-2. 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal 
control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts 
that w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay 
occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing 
their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that we consider being m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation and use of m anagem ent of the district and the 
Legislative A uditor of the State of Louisiana. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and 
its distribution is not lim ited. 

Ferriday, Louisiana 
June 18, 2001 
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Sum m ary of Audit Reports 

FIRE PRO TECTIO N D ISTR ICT N O . 1 
O F TEN SA S PARI SH , LO UISIA NA 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the G eneral Purpose Financial 
Statem ents. 

2. O ne reportable condition was disclosed during the audit of the financial statem ents 
reported in the R eport on Com pliance and on Internal Control O ver Financial R eported 
Based on an A udit of Financial Statem ents Perform ed in Accordance w ith Governm ent 
A uditing Standards. 

3. O ne instance of noncom pliance with certain law s and regulations of the District was 
disclosed durin g the audit. 

Findin es - Financial Statem ent A udit 

2000-1 -- Bid Law V iolation 

Condition: Public bids were not obtained on tw o item s purchased during the year 
in violation of L ouisiana law . 

Recom m endation: W e recom m end that bids be obtained on all equipm ent purchased 

greater than $15,000 as required by Louisiana law. 

Response: The m anagem ent of the Fire Protection District No. 1 of Tensas Parish, 
Louisiana concurs w ith this findin g and their response is attached. 

2000-2 - Segregation of D uties 

Condition: W e noted that the Fire Protection District N o. 1 of Tensas Parish, 
Louisiana does not have adequate segregation of duties. 

Recom m endation: W e recom m end that an attem pt he m ade to strengthen internal control 
problem s created by having no em ployees. 

Response: M anagem ent indicated that it would not be cost effi cient or feasible to 
increase the num ber of em ployees. 
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FIRE PRO TECTIO N D ISTRICT NO . 1 
O F TENSA S PARI SH , LO U ISIA NA 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Y ear Ended Decem ber 31,1999 

Findings - Financial Statem ent Aud 

None 
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Parish W ide Fire rrote~ o~ District No L of Tenses Parish, Louisiana 
"Box 6229 

St, Joseph, LA 71356 
31.8-766-3992 

Switzer, Hopkins & M ange 
ATTN.. Mr. Myles Hopkins 
P. O. Box 478 
Ferriday, LA 71334 

RE: Calendar Year 2000 Audit Findings 

Dear M r. Hopkins: 

June lg, 2001 

The management of The Dbtrict concur with your firm 's findings regardhtg the following issues and 
responds as such: 

2000-1-Bid Lo w Violation 

Respouse: The first purchase of 25 sets of fire fighter personal gear exceeded the 
$]5,000.00 bid lim iL The order had been placed by hoard m em bers 
prior to review by the coordinator and exceeded the thresh hold 
for bid eompliatlee. A review with board mem bers and m anagem ent 
concerning bidding practices has been conducted and form aliz~ed 
accos~ingty. 

The other f'm ding involved the purchase of aased tire engine for the 
W aterproof Station. An em ergency situation existed as tile District 
had no operational pumper south of St. Joseph. The im mediate 
acquisition was mandated hy the em ergency situatloo and should 
have beeu documented afld declared as such. Proper "Request for 
proposals" have been employed  as legal procurement methods for 
subsequent apparatus proeureaieat 

Should you have suggestions regarding how we might better assure financial integrity, we would 
welcom e and appreciate your com ments. 

Parish W ide Fire Protection biSlriCt NO I of Tenses Parish, Laalsiana 
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