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Independent Auditor's Report 

I,IN CO LN PARISH CLERK O F COURT 
P, uston, Louisiana 

1 have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of 
Court, a component unit of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 2000, and 
Jbr the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

l conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. Those standards require that 1 plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purp ose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purp ose financial statem ent 
presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 
2000, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

M y audit was m ade for the purp ose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
lhmncial statem ents taken as a whole: The supplem ental inform ation schedules listed 
in the table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not 
a required part of the general purpose financial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk 

of Court. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in 
the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, is fairly 
presented in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents 
taken as a w hole. 
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LINCOLN PA RISlt CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Independent A uditor's Report 
June 30, 2000 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards', 1 have also issued a report dated Decem ber 13, 
2000, on the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's com pliance with laws, regulations and contracts, and m y 
consideration of the agency's internal control over financial reporting. That report is an integral part of 

an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction 
w ith this report in considering the results of m y audit. 

~"W~t Monroe, l.ouis'~a~a 
D ecem ber 13, 2000 
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LINCO1.N PAR1Slt CI,ERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAl. FUND TYPE - GENERAl. FUND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

REV EN UES 
l.icenses and perulits - nlarriage 
hatergovernm ental revenues: 
Clerks supplelncnta] conlpensatiou 
Grant fi'om Suprenlc Court 

Fees, charges, alld COIIIlIliSSiOIIS for services: 
Colll'[ costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for reeordin~ legal docum ents 
Charges for certified copies 
Charges fur use of photocopier 

Use of m oney and property - interest earnings 
Total revenues 

EXPEN I)ITURES 

General governmenl ~ judicial: 
Current: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operali1~g Sel'vices 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 

Capital outlay 
] lllel'governnlelllal 

Total expenditu res 
EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
O VER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANC, E AT BEG INNING O F Y EAR 

FUNI) BA1.ANCE AT ENI) O F YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this stalem en 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FA V O RA BLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORAI~IA~;) 

$5,500 

12,000 
8,038 

346,500 
200,000 
15,1N~3 
26,000 
35.000 
648,038 

495,000 
166,000 
17,000 
34,000 
60.000 

772.000 

(123,962) 

430,833 

$306,871 

$5,262 

12,550 
8,038 

372,266 
208,174 
15,543 
26,968 
36,408 
685.209 

487,971 
171,497 
16,509 
34,038 
4~,072 
21,350 
773.437 

(88,228) 

430,833 

$342,605 

($238) 

55O 

25,766 
8,174 
543 
968 

1,408 
37.171 

7,029 
(5,497) 

491 

(38) 
17,928 

(21,350) 
(I,437) 

35.734 

$35,734 



1.1NCOLN PARIStt CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the l"inancial Statem ents 
As of and For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years. 

A . REPO RTIN G ENTITY 

A s the governing authority of the parish, lbr reporting purposes, the l Ancoln Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Lincoln Parish. The financial reporting 

emily consists of(a)thcprimary government (police jury), (b) organizations lbr which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c)other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are 
such that exclusion w ould cause the reporting entily's financial statem ents to be m isleading 

or incom plete. 

Governlnental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 estahlishes 
criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the Lincoln 
Parish l'olice Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountabilily. This criteria 
includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body 
a n d; 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
lllat organization and/or; 

The potential for the organization to provide specific 

financial benefits to or impose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 
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I~INCOI,N PARISlt CI,ERK O F COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 

O rganizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk's office is located, the clerk was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Lincoln 
Parish Police Jm-y, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents 
present infnrm alion only on the funds m aintained by the clerk and do not present 

information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units thai com prise the financial reporting 
entity. 

B. FUNI) ACCO UN TIN G 

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the resulls of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com plianee and lo aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 
governm ent fim clions or activities. 

A fitnd is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. A n account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

lbr certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are 
not recorded in the "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ith Ihc m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds are classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 

Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governm ental funds are 
used to acc~m nl for a government's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held 
for olhers. The clerk of court's current operations require lhe use of only governmenlal 
and fiduciary fim ds. The governm ental and fiduciary fund types used by the clerk arc 
described as follow s: 



1,1N COI,N PARISII CI,ERK O F COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

C 

G overnm ental Fund Type - G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13 :']81, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and is used to account for 
the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due (o 

the clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fund. 

I,'ith~eiary Fund Type - Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency funds are used 
to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial 

in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results 
of operations. 

FJX EI) A SSETS A ND 
IX)NG -TERM  O BLIG ATIO NS 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets accotm l group. Approxim ately 97 per cent of fixed assets are based on actual 
historical costs while lhe rem aining 3 per cent are valued at estim ated historical costs 
based on the actual costs of like item s. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. 

Lcmgqerm obligations (compensated absences) expected to be financed fiom the 
General Fund are accounted for in the general long-term obligations account group rather 
than in tire General Fund. Long-term obligations are recognized as current expenditures 
w hen they are actually paid, 

1). IIA SIS O F A CCO UN TING 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurelneut focus. All governm ental funds are accounted fur using a current financial 
resources rlleasurenlen[ focus. W ith this lneasurenlen[ focus

, only current assels and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for 
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,IN CO I,N PARIS11 CI ,ERK O F CO U RT 
Ruston, lxm isiana 

Notes to the Finaucial Statements (Continued) 

these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other fiuancing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm ental 
and fiduciary fund types. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and 
"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the follow ing practices 
in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

]~eveHlleh 

]tltergovcrnmenlal revenue, recordings, cancellations, court 
altcndartce, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and com m isskm s for 
services are recorded in the year in which they are earned. 

lnterest incolnc on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits 
have m atu red and the incom e is available. 

Substantially all othcr revenues are recognized when received by tile 
clerk of courl. 

Based on the above criteria, intergovernm ental revenue, recordings, 

cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and charges and 
com m issions for services are treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrna 
basis of accounting when tile related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BU])GET PRACTICES 

A proposed budget, prepared on the lnodified accrual basis, is published in the 

official journal at least tell days prior to a public hearing. The public hearing is held at 
the clerk's oil'ice during the m onth of June for com m ents fiom taxpayers. The proposed 
budget is then lcgally adopted by the clerk and am ended during the year as necessary. 

Budgets are established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditurc. 
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LINCOI.N PARISIt C t,ERK O F COU RT 
Ruslon, Lotfisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reappropriated for the lbllow ing year to be 
expended. 

]:(nm al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
the year. Budgeted am ounts included in the accompanying financial statem ent include the 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

CAStl AND CASH EQUIVAI.ENTS 

U nder slate law , the clerk m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank organized 

under lhc law s of the State of Louisiana, the law s of any other state in the union, or the 
law s of lhe United Slates. The clerk m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state 
banks organized under 1,ouisiana law and national banks having principal offices in 
l,ouisiana. 

At June 30, 2000, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$988,078 as follows: 

l)cmand deposits 
Petty cash 
Tim e deposits 

o[a 

$368,342 
400 

619,336 

$988,078 

These deposits are slated at cost, which approxim ates m arkel. U nder stale law , 
lhese deposils, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be fully secured by ti~deral deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securilies owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arkel value 
of the pledged securities plus the federal deposil insurance m usl al all lim es equal the 
am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent bank. The securities are held in the name of lhe 
pledging fiscal agenl bank in a holding or custodial bank lhat is m ulually acceptable to 

bolh parties. Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 2000, are secured as 
follow s: 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pledged securities 

Tota 

$1,057,549 

$942,825 
,546,160 



1,1NCOI~N PARISlt CI32RK O F COU RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Because Ihe pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in the nam e of the clerk, they are considered uncollateralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, I.ouisiana 
Revised Slalute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged secnrilies w ithin 10 days of being notified by the clerk that the fiscal 
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 slates that 
securities held by a llfird party shall be deem ed to be held in the clerk's nam e. 

G . V ACATIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

A ll em ployees of the clerk of court's office earn from  two to three weeks of 
vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. All em ployees of the clerk's 
office earn five days of sick leave annually. Vacation leave m ust be used during the year 
earned. Sick leave m ay be accum ulated up to a m axinm m of thirty days. Upon term ination 
of em ploym ent, em ployees are paid for accum ulated sick leave at their curre.nt rate of pay. 

At June 30, 2000, employees had accumulated and vested $10,907 in sick leave 
benefits, which is included in general long-term obligations in the accompanying linancial 
statem cnls. The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current year expendilure when 
leave is actually taken or when em ployees are paid for accrued sick leave upon separation 
of em ploym ent. 

H TO TAL CO LUM N O N TIlE 
BALAN CE SItEET 

The total column on tile balance sheel is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate Ihat it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colunm does 
not present financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elinfinations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

2. RECIglVA BIA,;S 

I'he lvceivables of $29,176 June 30, 2000, are as follows 



I,IN C O L N ~'A R IS|t C I,I:~R K O f C O U RT 

I~,uston, l,ouisiana 

Noles Io the financial Slalemel~ls (Continued) 

Class of receivables: 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Court attendance 
Crim inal fees 

Total 

CH AN G ES IN G ENERAL FIX ED A SSETS 

Non 
General Support 

Fund Fund 

$8,077 $14,971 $23,048 
4,720 4,720 
1.408 1.408 

$14,205 $14,971 $29,176 

A sum m ary of changes in office furnishings and equipm ent follow s 

Balance at July 1, 1999 
Additions 
l)elcliut/s 

Balance al June 30, 2000 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN 

$218,595 
42,072 
N O N E 

$260,667 

Substantially all em ployees of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court are m em bers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Rctirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, nlultiple-employer defined benel'il 
pension plan adm ilfistcrcd by a separate board of lrustees. 

A ll regular employees who are under Ihe age of 60 at lhe tim e of original em ploym enl are required 
to participate in the System . Fanployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal 1o 3 percent of their firlal- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce the highest average. Em ployees w ho term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to 
their dale oflerufinalion, The Systelll also provides death and disability benefils, Benefits are eslablishcd 
or alllcndcd by stale statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statelnenls 
and required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the 
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IJNCO LN PARISH C LEt~,K OF COU RT 
Ruston, 1 ~ouisiarla 

Nnles to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenne, Suite BI, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-.1162. 

Plan m em bers are required by stale statute to contribute 11.0 percent of their annual covered 
salary and tim 1.incoln Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. 
The 
current rate is I 1.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 

fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown 1o be colleclible by 
tile tax rolls of each parish. ']'he contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the Lincoln Parish Clerk 

of Court are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statule 

11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. ']'he l.incoln Parish Clerk of Court's 
contributions to the System lbr the years ending June 30, 2000, 1999, and 1998, were $35,318, $31,560, 
and $29,859, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

PO ST RETII,IEM ENT BENEFITS 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired em ployees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees becom e eligible for these benelits if they 
reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for relirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided through an insurance company whose m onthly prem ium s are 

paid jointly by the employee and the clerk of courl. ']'he clerk of court recognizes the cosl of providing 
Ihcsc benefils (the clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the premiums are due. The clerk's 
costs for the year ended June 30, 2000, was $48,281. O1' that amount, $6,757 was for rctiree benelils. 

6. CltAN G ES IN A G ENCY FUN D BAI.AN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balances due to others follows 

Balance at July 1, 1999 
Additions 
l)clelions 

Balance at June 30, 2000 

Advance Registry 
Deposit of Court Non Support 
Fund Fund Fund Total 

$341,385 
421,918 

(397,197) 

$366,106 

14- 

$315,688 
101,283 

(156,773) 

$260,198 

$20 
54,:).23 

(54,236) 

$657,093 
577,424 

(608,2O6) 

$7 $626,3 



[.|NCO I~N PARISII C [.f~RK O F CO U RT 

Ruston, l.ouisiana 

Notes to the lqnancial Statements (Continued) 

CH AN G ES 1N CO M PENSATED 
A BSENC ES PAYABLE 

Com pensated absences payable at July 1, 1999 
Additions 
Reductions 

Adjustments 
Com pensated absences payable at June 30, 2000 

$7,884 
4,906 

(2,504) 
621 

$10,907 

The adjustments to compensated absences are for the change in hourly rate.s from the beginning 
of the fiscal period to the end. 

8. LITIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court is not involved in any litigation at June 30, 2000, nor is she 
aware of any unasserted claim s. 

I';X PENI)ITURES O F TH E CLER K O F CO URT 
PA ll)' BY TIlE PA R1SIt PO LICE JURY 

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's office is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
the 1Ancoln l'arish l'olice Jury. 
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LINCOLN PAR1SII CI.F~RK OF CO URT 
Rust(m , 1 ,ouisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTA I~ IN FO RM ATION SCH EDU LES 
As of and for the Year ended June 30. 2000 

FID UCIARY FUN D TYPE - AGENCY FUND S 

ADV AN CE I)EIPO S1T FUND 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for 
advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigam s after all costs 
have been paid. 

REG ISTRY O F CO U RT FUN D 

The Regislry of Court Ftm d, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds 

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court lifigalion. 
W fihdrawals of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the courL 

NO N SUPI'O RT I"UN I) 

The Non Support Fund accounts for funds which have been received fiom the l~ouisiana 

Department of Social Services after judgement has been rendered in court litigation. The funds are 
disbursed to the appropriate governing bodies and others. 



A SSETS 
Cash and cash eqtlivalenls 

P, eceivables 
TOTA L A SSETS 

LINCO LN PARISll CLERK O F CO URT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

FII)U C1ARY FU N D TYPE - AG ENCY FUN DS 

LIABIIJTIES 
Accounls Payable 

Due to General fluid 

Unsettled deposits due to others 

TO TA L 1AA FIII.rI'II~S 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 2000 

A D VA NCE 
I)EPO SIT 
FU N D 

REGISTRY 
O F CO U RT 

FUN D 

$366,291 $260,198 

NON 
SU PPORT 
FU N D 

$6 
14.971 

$185 
366,106 

$366,291 

18- 

$260,198 
$260,198 

$1,982 
12,988 

7 

$14,977 

Schedule 1 

$626,495 
14,971 

$641,466 

$1,982 
13,173 

626,311 

$641,466 



 

LINCOLN PARISIt CI.ERK OF COURT 
Ruston, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FU N D TYPE - AGENCY FU N DS 

Combining Schedule of Changes in 
U nsettled Deposits Due to Others 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

UNSETTI,ED DI,~POSITS AT JUNE 30, 1999 

ADDITIO NS 
Deposits - suits and successions 
hlleres[ earned on ilIV~.'s|InelIIS 
Total additions 
TolM 

REDUC TIO N S 
Clerk's costs (transferred "to General Fund) 
Settlenaents to litigants 
Appraiser, curators, and keepers 
Stenographer's fees 
Sheriff 's fees 

O ther fees 
O ther reductions 
Total rcdtlcliolls 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FU N I) 

$341,385 

421.918 

421,918 
763,303 

213,946 
92,395 
3,680 
9,318 
38,671 
5,190 
33,997 
397,197 

UNSETTI,E1) I)EI'OSITS AT June 30, 2000 $366,106 

Schedule 2 

REGISTRY NON 
OF COURT SUPPORT 

FU N D FU N D TOTAl 

$315,688 

92,833 
8,450 

101,283 
416.971 

156,728 

45 

156.773 

$20 $657,093 

54.223 

54.223 
54,243 

48,101 

6,135 

54.236 

568,974 
8,45(I 

577,424 

,234,517 

262,047 
249,123 
3,680 
9,318 
44,806 
5,190 
34,042 
6(18,2(16 

$260,198 $7 $626,311 



Independent Auditor's Report Required 
by Governm ent Auditing Standards 

The follow ing independent auditor's report on com pliance and internal control over financial 
reporting is presel)ted in com pliance w ith the requirem ents of Governm ent Auditing Standards issued by 
the Com ptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, issued by the 
Society of LouisiaJ~a Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

LINCO LN PARIStI CI,ERK O F COU RT 
Ruslon, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of 
Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000 and have issued m y report thereon 
dated D ecem ber 13, 2000. 1 conducted nay audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United 
States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Lincoln Parish Clerk of 
Com't's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, 1 perform ed tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, 
noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination 
of financial am ounts. H owever, providing an opinion on com pliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do not express such 
an opinion. The results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are 
required to be reported under Goverm nent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures 
tbr the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. M y consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atlers in 
the internal control over financial reporting that m ight he m aterial weaknesses. A 
um tcrial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of 

Ihe internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk thal 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents 
heing audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by employees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. I noted no m atters involving 
tlae internal control over financial reporting and its operation that 1 consider to be 
]natc.rial weaknesses. 
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LINCO LN PA I~.ISI I CLERK OF CO U RT 
Ruston, Louisiana 
Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance 
And Internal Control Over Financial Reporting, etc 
June 30, 2000 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation anti use of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court and 
m anagem ent of the clerk's office and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other 
than these specified parties. 

Decem ber 13, :2000 
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Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

A . SUM M ARY O F AUDIT RESULTS 

Schedule 3 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financia 
statem ents of the Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court. 

2. N o instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the Lincoln Parish 
Clerk of Court were disclosed during the audit. 

3. N o reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ~;nts are reported in the 
Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting. 

FIN I}ING S - FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS AUDIT 

None 
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Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Schedule 4 

There w ere no audit findings reported in the audit for the year ended June 30, 1999 
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