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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
Telephone (504) 473-9200 Telecopier (504) 473-2945 

We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of Tensas Parish Sheriff, component unit of Tensas Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1997, and for each of the years in the two year period then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose fmancial statements are the responsibility of Tensas Parish Sheriffs management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statements based on our audit. Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Audit Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide. issued by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor and the Louisiana Society of Certified Public Accountants. Those standsrds require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general-purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general-purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general-pulpose fmancial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. We were unable to obtain sufficient documentation needed to support various departmental expenditures with respect to credit card charges made on a Tensas Parish Sheriff's credit card as well as payments made by the Tensas Parish Sheriff for the Sheriffs personal credit card, nor were we able to satisfy ourselves as to those financial activities by other auditing procedures. Those various departmental expenditures are mcluded in the general fund and represent approximately $6,606 and $8,451 in expenditures for the two years ending June 30, 1997 and 1996, respectively. In addition, $4,367 of credit card expenditures are unrecorded in the general fund for the period ending June 30, 1997 as of the date of this report. In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to be necessary had we been able to examine evidence regarding the expenditures discussed in the previous paragraph, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Tensas Parish Sheriff, as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations for the two years then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditin~ Standards. we have also issued a report dated March 31, 1998 on our consideration of Tensas Pansh Sheriffs internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. The Tensas Parish Sheriff has a general fund deficit as of June 30, 1997 and 1996. Management's plans regarding this matter are described in Note B to the financial statements. 

Members of Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 



As discussed in Note M to the financial statements, the Tensas Parish Sheriff has been named as defendant in actions alleging civil rights violations. It is not possible at present for the Tensas Parish Sheriff's legal counsel to predict the outcome or the range of potential loss, if any, that may result from those actions. No provision for any liabilily that may result has been made in the financial statements. Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The supplemental information schedules 1 through 4 as listed in the table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general-purpose financial statements of Tensas Parish Sheriff. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, except for the matters discussed in the third paragraph of this report, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the general-purpose Financial statements taken as a whole. 
Belle Rose, Louisiana March 31. 1998 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance For the Years Ended June 30,1997 and 1996 

REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Sales tax Iutergovernmental revenues: State revenue sharing Grants - federal, state & other State supplemental pay Fees, charges, and commtsslons for servxces Commissions on taxes and licenses Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Feeding and keeping prisoners Interest eamings Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES PUBLIC SAFETY: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Capital lease obligations Sales of fixed assets Insurance claims Total other financing sources EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - END OF YEAR 

!997 $ 530,557 103,898 33,360 45,122 48,893 12,562 65,400 991 1,077,551 4 275 14.349 
1,126,631 179A43 487,320 7,578 51,934 13,912 157,241 205 2.024.264 

Statement C 

1996 421,607 99,135 32,380 50,459 26,234 6,692 65,704 1,129 1,109,639 3,979 10.511 1.827.469 
949,507 198,024 640,541 8,791 30,218 14,575 36,962 2.925 1.881,542 

(87.306) (54.074) 
88,910 7,500 18~01 !14.411 
27,105 (!22.950) $ (95.845) The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. -5- 

31,000 7,725 1.998 40.723 
(13,351) _ (109.599) (122.950) 



 
TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Sales tax Intergovernmental revenues: State revenue sharing Grants - federal, state & other State supplemental pay Fees, charges, and coranussious for services Commissions on taxes and licenses Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Feeding and keeping prisoners Interest earnings Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES PUBLIC SAFETY: Personal servtces and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Debt Service: Principal Interest Capital outlay Miscellaneous Total expenditures EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Capital lease obligations Sale of fLxed assets Insurance claims Total other f'mancing sources EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - END OF YEAR 

BUDGET $ 380,000 100,000 36,000 16,000 30,000 6,000 60,000 1,200 1,045,800 2,000 12.000 L~89,000 
835,000 183,000 523,000 12,000 90,000 10,000 36,000 

~CTUAL $ 530,557 103,898 33,360 45,122 48.893 12,562 65,400 991 1,077,551 a,275 __ 14,~49 1.936.958 
1,126,631 179,443 487,320 7,578 51,934 13,912 157,241 205 2.024.264 

Statement D 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) $ 150,557 3,898 (2,640) 29,122 18.893 6,562 5,400 (209) 31,751 2,275 2.349 247.958 
(291,631) 3,557 35,680 4,422 38,066 (3,912) (121,2411 (205) (335.264) 

(87.306) 187,300) 
88,910 7,500 18.001 114.411 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. -6- 

88,910 7,500 18.001 114.411 27,105 (122.950) $ (95.845) 



 
TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30,1996 

REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Sales tax Intergovernrnental revenues: State revenue sharing Grants - federal, state & other State supplemental pay Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Comnussions on taxes and licenses Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Feeding and keeping prisoners Interest earnings Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES PUBLIC SAFETY: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Debt Servtce: Principal Interest Capital outlay Miscellaneous Total expenditures EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Capital lease obligations Sales of fixed assets lnsurance claims Total other fmancing sources 

BUDGET $ 375,000 90,000 32,000 24,000 24.000 
9~00 48,000 1,200 420,000 1.200 12.000 1.036.400 
720,000 70,754 110,246 6,000 
11,000 12,000 

ACTUAL 
$ 421,607 99.135 32,380 50,459 26,234 6,692 65,704 1,129 1,109,639 3.979 10.511 1.827.469 
949,507 198,024 640,541 8.791 30,218 14,575 36,962 2.925 1.881.543 

Statement E 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE/ $ 46,607 9.135 380 26,459 2,234 (2,308) 17,704 (71) 689,639 2,779 (1.489) 
(229,507) (127,270) (530,295) (2,791) (30,218) (3,575) (24,962) (2.925) (951.543) 

196,499 _ 154.074) (109,474) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 106,400 FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - END OF YEAR 

31~00 7,725 1.998 40.723 
(13,351) (109.59~) $ (122.950) The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. -7- 

31,000 7,725 1.998 
(119,751) (109.599) ~ ) 



INTRODUCTION 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff serves a four-year term as the chief executive officer of the law enforcement district and ex-officio tax collector of the parish. The sheriff administers the parish jail system and exercises duties required by the parish court system, such as providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court, and serving subpoenas. As the chief law enforcement officer of the parish, the sheriff has the responsibility for enforcing state and local laws and ordinances within the territorial boundaries of the parish. The sheriff provides protection to the residents of the parish through on-site palrols and investigations and serves the residents of the parish through the establishment of neighborhood watch programs, and anti-drug abuse programs, et cetera. In addition, when requested, the sheriff provides assistance to other law enforcement agencies within the parish. As the ex-officio tax collector of the parish, the sheriff is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, sporting licenses, and frees, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the thstrict court. 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
The accompanying component unit financial statements of the Tensas Parish Sheriff have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and fmancial reporting principles. 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Tensas Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Tensas Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), Co) organizations for which the primary government is fmancially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Tensas Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and The ability of the pohce jury to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific fmancial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the Tensas Parish Police Jury provides financial benefits to the sheriff such as maintaining the parish courthouse where the sheriff resides, the furnishing of certain furniture and fixtures, and providing of certain costs associated with the housing and feeding of prisoners, the sheriff was determined to be a component unit of the Tensas Parish Police Jury, the fmancial reporting entity. The accompanying fmancial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the sheriff and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 3. Fund Accounting The sheriff uses funds and account groups to report on financial position and results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid fmancial management by segregating transactions related to certain government functions or actwlties. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reportmg device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not dtrecfly affect net expendable available f'mancial resources. Funds of the sheriff are classified into two categories: governmental (general fund) and fiduciary (agency funds). These funds are described as follows: GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
General Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1422, is the principal fund of the Sheriffs office and is used to account for the operations of the sheriffs office. The sheriffs primary source of reveuue is an ad valorem tax levied by the law enforcement district. Other sources of revenue consist primarily of commissions on state revenue sharing, federal revenue funds, state supplemental pay for deputies, civil and criminal fees, fees for court attendance and maintenance of prisoners. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. FIDUCIARY FUNDS Agency Funds The agency funds are used as depositories primarily for collections of civil suits, cash bonds, taxes, and fees. Disbursements from the funds are made to various parish agencies, litigants in suits, and others, in the manner prescribed by law. The J~cl~cv funds are custodial m nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30,1997 and 1996 NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued The sheriff has the following Agency Funds TAX COLLECTORFUND Amcle V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, provides that the sheriff will serve as the collector of state and parish taxes and fees. The Tax Collector Fund is used to collect and distribute these taxes to the appropriate taxing bodies. SHERIFF'S FUND The Shenffs fund is used as a depository primarily for collections of civil suits, cash bonds, fees and other costs. Disbursements from the fimd are made to various parish agencies, litigants in suits, and others, in the manner prescribed by law. 4. Basis of Accounting Basts of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The General Fund is accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting (except for the Tax Collector Agency Fund, which is prepared on the cash basis of accounting, which approximates the modified accrual basis of accounting). The General Fund uses the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis and attach as an enforceable lien and become due and payable on the date the tax rolls are filed with the recorder of mortgages. Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1993 requires that the tax roll be filed on or before November 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes become delinquent if not paid by December 31. The taxes are normally collected in December, January, and February of the fiscal year. Intergovemmental revenues and fees, charges, and commissions for services are recorded when the sheriff is entitled to the funds. Interest income on investments is recorded when the investments have matured and the income is available. In accordance with the above criteria, fees, charges, and commissions for services and intergovemmental revenues are considered susceptible to accrual at year-end. 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accmal basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued 
Proceeds from the sale of fixed assets are accounted for as other fmancing sources and are recognized when received. Fixed assets acquired through capital leases are recorded as expenditures and other fmancing sources at the time of acquisition. Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing sources (uses) when the transfer is authorized by the sheriff. 
Proposed budgets for 1996 and 1997 were prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, and published in the official journal at least 15 days prior to the public hearing. Public hearings are held at the sheriffs office during the month of June for comments from taxpayers. The budgets are then legally adopted by the sheriff and amended during the year, as necessary. All expenditure appropriations lapse at year end. Unexpended appropriations and any excess of revenues over expenditures are carried forward to the subsequent year as beginning fund balance. Neither encumbrance accounting nor formal integration of the budget into the accounting records is employed as a management control device. However, periodic comparisons of budget and actual amounts are made. Budget amounts included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. b ( a~h and Cash Eouivalent, Cash aJcludes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Under state law, the sheriffmay deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Tax collections must be deposited in a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. 7. Fixed Assets Fixed assets are recorded as expenthtures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are not recorded within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fLxed assets. All fLxed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost 
After one year of service, all employees are granted 10 days of vacatiun leave each year. Vacation leave must be taken in the year granted and may not be accumulated and carried forward to succeeding years. Sick leave is granted on a case-by-case basis, at the discretion of the sheriff. 



TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30,1997 and 1996 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued 
Long-term obligations expected to be fmanced from the General Fund are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in the General Fund when due. 
The total column on the balance sheet - overview is captioned Memorandum Only to rathcate that it is presented only to facilitate fmancial analysis. The data in this column does not present f'mancial position, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
NOTE B - MANAGEMENT'S PLANS FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS At June 30, 1997, the Tensas Parish Sheriff has a general fund deficit in the amount of $95,845. The sheriff is cttrrenfly implementing a plan to eliminate this deficit over the next two fiscal years. During September 1997, the sheriff renegotiated a management agreement with a firrn that owns file Tensas Parish Detention Center which is currently managed by the Tensas Parish Sheriff. The re-negotiated agreement is expected to increase the Tensas Parish SherifFs revenues from housing of prisoners. The sheriffs off~ce is also currently negotiating with another privately owned f'urn which has plans to build a another correctional facility in Tensas Parish that will be managed by the Tensas Parish Sheriff. The Tensas Parish Sheriff is also currently reviewing its operations to determme if certain expenses can be reduced or eliminated. As well, other sources of revenues such as grants and additional fees are being sought to increase revenue sources. Management believes that the increase in revenues from the sheriffs management of the existing, privately owned correctional facility and proposed facility, the cost reduction plans, and the seeking of additional revenue sources will be sufficient to eliminate the general fund's deficit over the next two fiscal years. 
NOTE C - LEVIED TAXES The following is a summary of Tensas Parish's authorized and levied ad valorem taxes for 1997 

De~ noll0~a Parish Tax: General Ahmony Tax Sheriffs Office Health Unit Library School Constitutional School Special Maintenance School District 3 Special Maintenance Assessor 
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Authorized Millage 3.15M 8.32 M 2.61M 4.00 M 3.94 M 6.36M 10.00 M 4.79 M 

Levied Millage 3.15M 8.32 M 2.61M 3.80 M 3.94 M 6.36M 10.00 M 4.79 M 

Expiration Date N/A N/A 2006 2006 N/A 2002 2006 N/A 



TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
NOTE C - LEVIED TAXES - Continued 
Description Sheriffs Special Pohce Jury Special Maintenance 5th Louisiana Levee District Drainage District #I Drainage District #2 Drainage District #3 Forestry Tax Landfill, interim site 

NOTE D - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Authorized Millage 10.00 M 10.00 M 3.83 M 4.61 M 3.04 M 3.60 M $.08/acre 6.00 M 

Levied Millage 10.00 M 10.00 M 3.83 M 4.61 M 3.04 M 3.60 M $.08/acre 6.00 M 

Expiration Date 2007 1997 N/A 2006 2001 2003 N/A 1997 
At June 30, 1997 and I996, the sheriff has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $58,151and $36,894 respectively, as follows: 1997 !996 Cash on hand Demand deposits Interest-bearing demand deposits $ 200 57.951 $ 58.151 

$ 200 951 35.743 
These deposxts arc stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the piedged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1997 and 1996, the sheriff has $151,691 and $148,138, respectively, in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are covered by federal deposit insurance and pledged securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
NOTE E - RECEIVABLES The General Fund receivables as of June 30, 1997 and 1996 are as follows 
Ad valorem tax Intergovemmental Revenue: Grants - federal, state & other State supplemental pay State revenue sharing Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Civil and criminal fees Comrmssions on licenses & tax Feeding and keeping prisoners Interest earnings Miscellaneous 
NOTE F - CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance, June 30, 1995 Additions Deductions Balance, June 30, 1996 
Additions Deductions Balance, June 30, 1997 

OFFICE FURNITURE AND ]~OUIPMENT 
$ 50,061 1,250 (25.50D 25,810 1.490 

$ 1,289 
1,980 1,924 86,247 36 __ 3.36~ 

1996 $ 11,556 4,226 3,877 6,970 3,931 1,426 98,804 82 2.394 

LAW VEHICLES ENFORCEMENT AND EOUIPMENT ~OATS 
$ 36,5S5 4.712 
41,297 24,225 

$ 196,129 31D00 ~90.8941 136,235 131,525 (18.120~ 

$ 282,775 36~62 (116395) 203,342 157,240 (18.1201 
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NOTE G - PENSION PLAN 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30,1997 and 1996 
Substantially all employees of the Tensas Parish Sheriffs office are members of the Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund (System), a multiple-employer (cost sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. All sheriffs and all deputies who are found to be physically fit, who earn at least $400 per month, and who were between the ages of 18 and 50 at the time of original employment are required to participate in the System. Employees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service and receive a benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to a percentage of their faral-average salary for each year of credited service. The percentage factor to be used for each year of service is 2.5 per cent for each year if total service is at least 12 but less than 15 years, 2.75 per cent for each year if total service Is at least 15 but less than 20 years, and 3 percent for each year if total service is at least 20 years. In any case, the retirement benefit cannot exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination as Indicated previously. Employees who terminate with at least 20 years of credited service are a~ao eligible to e~ect ear~ benefits betweeu the ages of 50 and 55 with reduced benei'~ta equal 'to the actuarial eqmvalent of the benefit to which they would otherwise be entitled at age 55. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. The Systeffi issues an annual pubhcly available financial report that includes fmancial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained in writing to the Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, Monroe, Louisiana 71220, or by calling (318) 362-3191. Funding Policy. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.7 percent of their annual covered salary and the Tensas Parish Sheriff is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 6.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-half of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish and funds as required and available from insurance premium taxes. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Tensas Parish Sheriff are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louistana Revised Statute 11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Tensas Parish Sheriff's contributions to the System for the years ending Jane 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995 were $51,931, $42,888, and $15,533, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
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NOTE H - 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
HEALTH CARE AND LIFE INSURANCE BENEFITS The Tensas Parish Sheriff does provide certain health care and life insurance benefits for retired employees. The sheriff recognizes the cost of providing these postretirement health care and life insurance benefits as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due which was $4,739 and $4,849 for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, respectively. 

NOTE I - CAPITAL LEASE OBLIGATIONS The Tensas Parish Sheriff records vehicles acquired through capital leases as an asset and an obligation in the accompanying farancial statements. The following is a summary of the capital lease obligation transactions for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996: Capital Lease ObligationsPayable at July 1, 1995 Additions Reductions Capital Lease Obligations Payable ~June 30. 1996 Additions Reductions Capi~l Lease ObligationsPayable at June 30, 1997 

$ 60,850 31,000 (30.096/ 
61,754 88,910 (51.934) 

The capital leases entered into during and for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 are for patrol vehicles and radio equipment used in the sheriffs law enforcement operations. The payment terms of the capital leases range from 24 to 36 months at various interest rates ranging from 6.00% to 15.4%. All of the capital lease agreements contain non-appropriation clauses; therefore, in the event the insufficient funds are budgeted for the purposes of funding the capital lease obligation the sheriff(lessee) can terminate the lease arrangement with the lessor upon notification in writing. Future minimum lease payments under the capital leases, together with the present value of net minimum lease payments as of June 30. 1997 and 1996 are scheduled as follows: 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
NOTE I - CAPITAL LEASE OBLIGATIONS - Continued 
Fiscalyear: 1997 1998 1999 2000 Total minimum lease payments Less - amount representing interest Present value of net minimum lease payments 
NOTE J - CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

1997 
58,883 35,328 11.680 105,891 (7.I61) 

1996 44,641 20,629 
65,270 (3.516) 

$ 98.730 $ 61.754 
A summary of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, follows: 
De~crintion Tax Collector Fund Sheriffs Fund 

Descrinfion Tax Collector Fund Sheriffs Fund 

997 

Balance Beginning of Year $ 1,242 17.622 1,944,666 541.663 
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1,942,945 550.449 
Balance at End of Year 2,963 8.836 



NOTE K - NOTES PAYABLE 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30, 1997 and 1996 
For the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996, the Tensas Parish Sheriffs office borrowed various short-term obligations at interest rates ranging from 5.2% to 6.9% for use in providing operating funds while awaiting the collection of Ad Valorem taxes and other anticipated revenues. The following is a summary of notes payable as of June 30, 1997 and 1996 
Tensas State Bank - Note payable dated April 22, 1997, due June 30, 1997 including interest at 6.0%. Note was paid in full along with interest in the amount of $1,775 on July 3, 1997 Tensas State Bank - Note payable dated March 15, 1996, due June 30, 1996 including interest at 6.9%. Note was paid in full along with interest in the amount 0f$2,461 on July 10, 1996. 

NOTE L - TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST 

1997 1990 
$ 150,000 

The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others at June 30, 1997 as reflected in Statement A, include $4,104 of Ad Valorem taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on the investment of these funds, totaling $158. These funds are held pending resolution of the protest and are accounted for in the Tax Collector Agency Fund. 
The Sheriffs Office is involved in litigation at June 30, 1997. The Tensas Parish Sheriff has been named as defendant in actions alleging civil rights violations. It is not possible at present for the Tensas Parish Sheriffs legal counsel to predict the outcome or the range of potential loss, if any, that may result from those actions. No provision for any liability that may result has been made in the financial statements, nor has it been determined if the Tensas Parish Sheriff's insurer will cover such losses that may result from those actions. The other remaining lawsuits are considered to be within the Sheriffs insurance limits and therefore should not have any effect on it's fmancial statements. The Tensas Parish Sheriff is not aware of arty claims or assessments which should be reflected in the accompanying financial statements. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS June 30,1997 and 1996 
NOTE N - INSURANCE COVERAGE The Tensas Parish Sheriffs Office participates in the Louisiana Sheriff's Risk Management Program which is a self insured program with respect to public liability msurance coverage. They also participate in the Louisiana Sheriffs Automobile Risk Program with respect to automobile insurance coverage. With respect to this insurance coverage, the Tensas Parish Sheriffs Office is contingently liable and could become liable in the unlikely event that all or any of the Tensas insurance companies, funds, or programs which provide insurance coverage cancel, fail to renew or be unable to meet their obligations. 
NOTE O - EXPENSES OF THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE PAID BY THE PARISH POLICE JURY The sheriffs office is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of maintaining and operating the parish courthouse are paid by the Tensas Parish Police July. In addition, some of the furniture and f'Lxtures used in the sheriffs office and the expenses of housing and feeding prisoners in the parish jail are also provided by the police jury. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 



FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 



TAX COLLECTOR FUND 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION June 30,1997 and 1996 
FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, provides that the sheriff will serve as the collector of state and parish taxes and fees. The Tax Collector Fund is used to collect and distribute these taxes to the appropriate taxing bodies. SHERIFF'S FUND The Sheriffs fund is used as a depository primarily for collections of civil suits, cash bonds, fees and other costs. Disbursements from the funds are made to various parish agencies, litigants in suits, and others, in the manner prescribed by law. 
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ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Accounts receivable Total Assets 
LIABILITIES Liabilities: Due to Taxing Bodies and Others Total Liabilities 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Combining Balance Sheet June 30, 1997 
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AGENCY FI lNI)~q TAX COLLECTOR 
$ 4,280 $ 4.280 

$ 4.280 $ 4.280 

$ 18,254 97 $ 18.351 

$ 18.351 $ 18.351 

$ 22,534 97 $ 22.631 

$ 22.631 $ 22.631 

Schedule 1 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Total Assets 
LIABILITIES Liabilities: Due to Taxing Bodies and Others Total Liabilities 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Combining Balance Sheet June 30, 1996 
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AGENCY FI YND,q TAX COLLECTOR 
$ 2.963 $ 2.963 

$ 2.963 $ 2.963 

$ 8.836 $ 8.836 

$ 8.836 $ 8.836 

~_11.799 ~_11~799 

~.__11,790 $ 11.799 

Schedule 2 



 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances by Funds Year Ended June 30, 1997 
BALANCES, Beginning of Year ADDITIONS: Sheriffs sale Fines, bond forfeitures, and costs Garnishments Interest Taxes, fees, etc., paid to tax collector Total addiUons 
REDUCTIONS: Deposits settled to: Sheriffs General Fund Police jury State agencies District attorney Sixth Judicial District Court Clerk of court Crime lab Indigent defender board Attorneys, htigants, appraisers, etc Other settlements Other reductions: Refunded bonds NSF checks Restitution Taxes, fees, etc., distributed to taxing bodies and others Total reductions BALANCES, End of Year 
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TAX COLLECTOR [L%ID 

2.364.820 2.364.820 2.367.783 

2.363.503 2.363.503 $ -1.280 

Schedule 3 

SHERIFF 
$ 8.836 66,590 220,188 19,018 522 306.318 315.154 
59,010 68,874 9,858 26,361 7,145 14,525 11,430 25,847 58,645 771 13,161 672 504 
296.803 $ 18.351 



 

TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances by Funds Year Ended June 30,1996 
BALANCES, Beginning of Year ADDITIONS: Sheriffs sale Fines, bond forfeitures, and costs Garnishments Interest Taxes, fees, etc., paid to tax collector Total additions 
REDUCTIONS: Deposits settled to: Sheriff's General Fund Police jury State agencies District attorney Sixth Judicial District Court Clerk of court Crime lab Indigent defender board Attorneys, appraisers, etc. Other settlements Other reductions: Restitution Refunded bonds NSF checks Taxes, fees, etc., distributed to taxing bodies and others Total reductions BALANCES, End of Year 
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TAX COLLECTOR FUND $ 1.242 

1.944,666 1 .'444.666 J.945.905 

1.942.945 1.942.945 $ 2.963 

Schedule 4 

SHERIFF FUND $_ 17.622 
305,591 218,616 16,884 572 541.663 559.285 
57,112 80,647 11,256 30,878 6,749 16,748 13,297 31,168 271,330 26,817 1,132 2,756 559 
~50.449 $ 8.836 



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 



Michael Jean Waguespack, CPA Elaine Toups Waguespack, CPA 

WAGUESPACK & ASSOCIATES (A Professional Accounting Corporation) CERlut,*vD PUBLIC ACCOUNTANI~ P.O. Box 461 Belle Rose, LA 70341-0461 Telephone (504) 473-9200 Telecopier (504) 473-2945 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS We have audited the general purpose financial statements of Tensas Parish Sheriff, component unit of Tensas Parish Police Jury, as of and for the two years ended June 30, 1997. Except as discussed in our report dated March 31, 1998, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to Financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Tensas Parish Sheriff's general-purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opininn~ The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Govemrnent Auditing Standards which are described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as items 97-1 through 97-2. Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered Tensas Parish Sheriffs internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over f'mancial reporting. However, we noted certain matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operations that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect Tensas Parish Sheriff's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the Financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of f'mdings and questioned costs as items 97-3 through 97-8. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the fmancial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the Internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, of the reportable conditions described above, we consider items 97-3 through 97-8 to be material weaknesses. 

-25- 
Members of Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 



This report is intended for the information of the management of Tensas Parish Sheriff, the Legislative Auditor and interested state and federal agencies. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
March 31. 1998 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS June 30. 1997 and 1996 
97-1 UNTIMELY COMPLETION AND FILING OF AUDIT REPORT 

Schedule 5 

Louisiana Statutes require that the sheriff's office complete and file its audit report for the two year period ending June 30,1997 within six months after June 30, 1997. This would require the Sheriff's office to complete and file the audit report by December 31, 1997. The Sheriffs office failed to meet this deadline requirement. We recommend that the Sheriffs office implement procedures to ensure the timely completion of its audit and meet the required deadline m the future. Management of the sheriff's office concurs with the finding. Management of the Sheriff's office did not timely complete the audit due to delays encountered as a result of an investigative audit being performed by the Legislative Auditor and due to delays encountered with resolving the financial audit issues with its external auditor. Management of the Sheriff's office requested that we allow them additional time to gather supporting documentation to substantiate some questioned costs noted during fieldwork. Management of the Sheriffs office does not expect any delays during future audits and will take steps necessary to ensure that all future audits are completed on time. 
97-2 BUDGET AMENDMENTS Louisiana Statutes require that the sheriff's office amend its operating budget when the fund balance is budgeted and there is a 5% unfavorable variance in revenues and expenditures. For the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 the sheriff's office failed to meet this requirement and the budget was not amended. We recommend that management of the sheriff's office monitor more closely budget to actual statements during the year and comply with this requirement. Management of the sheriff's office concurs with the fmding. Management of the Sheriff's office was aware of the budget variances and was monitoring the amounts on a monthly basis; however, the sheriff's office chose not to amend the budget and adopt the amended budget for publication. 
97-3 SEGREGATION OF DUTIES Due to the size of the Tensas Parish Sheriff's administrative and accounting staff, there is an insufficient segregation of duties to have an effective internal control. Since the cost of an internal control system should not outweigh the benefits derived from it, we can only recommend that the sheriff's office consider and analyze the costs versus the benefits associated with hiring additional administrative/accounting personnel. Management of the Sheriff's office concurs with the finding, Due to the budget and staff limitations, no action will be taken at this time. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS, Continued June 30. 1997 and 1996 
97-4 NEED TO IMPROVE CONTROLS OVER CREDIT CARD USAGE 

Schedule 5 - continued 

Management of the Sheriff's office should insist that all credit card charges be supported by the receipts and documentation as to the purpose, place and time of the expenditure, and explanation of the related business purpose before any disbursement is made ~o pay for the credit card charge. 

97-5 NEED TO IMPROVE CONTROLS OVER TRAVEL EXPENSE DISBURSEMENTS Our review of travel expenses indicate an inconsistent policy with respect to amounts reimbursed to employees as well as travel expenses paid for employees who may travel on office business. Management of the sheriff's office should estabhsh policies and procedures with respect to reimbursements and payments of travel expenditures. Legal counsel should be consulted to determine the allowable reimbursement or travel expense amounts in compliance with state statutes. After consulting with legal counsel, the sheriff's office should implement policies and procedures and determine allowable ~:avel expense amounts. The lravel amounts should cover meals, lodging, mileage reimbursements, and other related travel expenses. Management of the sheriffs office concurs with the finding. They have consulted with legal counsel to deterrmne the statutory requirements and have implemented new policies and procedures in order to improve controls with respect to travel expense disbursements. 97-6 NEED TO CONDUCT PHYSICAL INVENTORY OF FIXED ASSETS Our review of fixed assets indicated that a complete physical inventory of the moveable property is not being performed on an annual basis. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF Schedule 5 - continued St. Joseph, Louisiana SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS, Continued June 30, 1997 and 1996 

97-7 NEED TO DOCUMENT SPECIAL INVESTIGATION EXPENDITURES Our review of special investigation expenditures indicated that controls and procedures with respect to cash disbursement amounts for special investigations need to be improved. Management of the sheriffs office should better document the usage of special investigation money, Control and procedures should be improved in order to better document and substantiate all special investigation expenditures. 

97-8 NEED TO PROPERLY MONITOR AND RECORD LEAVE BENEFITS Our review of payroll records and discussions with the management of the sheriff's office indicate that controls over payroll as it relates to monitoring and recording leave benefits needs to be improved. 

Management of the sheriff's office indicated that they will contact legal counsel and perform research as to all the applicable requirements. After the requirements are outlined they will implement policies and procedures necessary to ensure compliance with the applicable requirements. 
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TENSAS PARISH SHERIFF St. Joseph, Louisiana SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS June 30. 1997 and 1996 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET ACT 

Schedule 6 

Current Status: This fending still applies and is noted in the current audit for years ending June 30, 1997 and 1996. (See current finding noted as 97-2) 
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